FOOTBALL.

The Southern League.
PORTSMOUTH v. LUTON,

/ A

JONES FAILS WITH PENELTY KICK

| LUTON UNLUCKY TO LOSE.
S

Luton: players-were most angious to repay the
generosity of thair patrons, as expressed by the
response obtaimed to the appeal made during the
previous weak, by nofching theiy first away victory,
ab Portsmouth. It was a big task to undertake.
@s mever vet, have Lnton ewen divided the honours
when visiiing the sputhern port, and, as evenis
#urned oui, it was bevond them on this occasion,

:
Portemouth—McDonald ; Mhomson and Warner;
Digweed, Buick and Yabtes; Birtles, Kirby, Reid,
and Dix. '
|

|

Lubon.—Platt ; McCurdy anc¥Gregory ;. F. Hawles ;
White and Jones; Brom, Haycock, Menzies,
Moody and Stansfield.

Reteree: Mr. D. 8. Moule, Wast Ham.

Bxoept for a stiff breeze, the condifions were
ideal, the turf being in excelent conditiom, and |
when MoCurdy won the toss the hopes of the
wisiting officials rose to the extent of expectmg at
Reast the lead at the intemval, But at the start
Portsmonth were quickly in evidemce, and for the
openimg quarter of an hour did the greater portion

~ of the altacking. This came mainly from the Jeft
' wing, and clever play on the part of Yates and
Mix led up to the first cormer of the game,
~ Gregory placing the ball ower the ling after dash-
ing across to relieve the sibtvation. Brown got
wway with the ball, but did mot trawer far before |
he transferred to the opposite wing, but |
Buick just blocked Stansfield’s and Moody's way
and Thormton did the rest with a big return down
the field. After a few minutes’ midfield wovk,‘
Stamsfield fairly beat Thomson for possession, and
gave the ball to Moody, and the latter shot in to ‘
McDonald’'s fands, bupb fhere was mot ‘sufficient |
powdey behind the ball to force 1t through.

The game was only eight minutes’ old when the
opening goal camae along, and a pass from Yates
gave Dix a grand opporfunity, and he promptly
Smiléd], Jfmpl? of it, and, showing o clean pair of
Bsels to bis opponents, he raced right through into

‘ 3 . before he dropped the ball into. the
wing. It fell at the feet of Kirby, amd,
without hesitabing a d, the last-named player
volleyed the hall through at a terrific pace. Plath
. had no chamce, and was possibly lucky in not
wweting the ball with his face as it it fashed
by about a couple of feet away. It was a splen-
‘did goal, but in some ways a tirifle lucky, for Kirby
no time to think, and simply let drive, the
| rising all the way, and only a very slight
upward tom of the foot at the momemt of kick-
would have sent it yards over.
Pompey contimed to afback hotly for some
mettled down into a more even combination, and
. the might wing were talkimg e greater share of the
gml"mom f his centves, Reid was left
~ in poesession and shomld have scored, but he sent
. the ball yards over from short range. During one
hot attack, Ki ymoeimdablowonf.hamowth,‘

o

o

g

for & mimute or two, but

which @ gtoppag
~ Wiwma nothing serious and the game right through |

wos oonducted in the best of good feeling, A
capital plece of work between Yates, Dix and
MeCafferty looked threstening, but Hawkes inter-

and kicked clear, and the ball travelled to
other end of the field by the aid of Brown, ‘
oentre was, however, dealfi with by Buick.
returned the ball into the goal mouth with
long drive, but McDomald eoming out to it
wasily oleared. Yutonywere now doing much better,
| play was confined to the home quarters. In-
1, both MeOundy and Gregory remained over
halfway ling for a considerable time at this
showing the pressure pub on the home goal.
from

1, MoDormld was not so busy as anyone would
this, Thomson and Warner defenaing

y of course, Buick was well in the
Stanstield, however, managed to olear
oppowition on i

sovenal occasions and once, after



beating both Digweed amd Thomson, arrived well in
the penalty area in a very promising position, but
he was charged over in none foo gentle a manner
just: as he was about to shoot. It was a
moot point as to the fairmess of the tackle, but
the referee paid no attention, and the game
went on without stoppage.

Birtle and Kirby put in a run, and Reid as &
yesult had a clear run from goal, but Gregory
tlosed 'in upon him and effected a smart clearance,
Dnce more Luton broke away, and Moody, well

laced, sent wide in ratihrer a tame fashion. A bit
ater, following a free kick about forty yards out,
Moody put in_a soft shot which McDonald easily
cleared, bub the next time Moody semt in a shot
McDo:mald had a deal of difficulty in disposing of
the ball; indeed. it was only by the referee inbe:-
vening the danger was averted. For McDonald
fell with the ball within a yard or two of the
upright, and Stanefield dashing up tried to force
the ball ont of MeDonald’s arms while the latter
wag on the ground. For some reason the referee
blew his whistle, and it was afterwards esplained
that, in his opinion, Stansfield held McDoneld,
but this was not apparent from the stand. Indeed,
Stansfield himself was throwp by the home goal- ‘
keeper as he rose from the tussle in acrobetio
fashion., If Stansfield had not previously fouled
the goalkeeper this must have been a penalby
kick.

Yuton continued to press up to the interval
without reward, and the teams metired with the
score still standing: |
PORTSMOUTH . . One goal v
LUTON Nit

‘ Portsmouth, on resumipng, aided by the wind,
pressed strongly, bub the Larton dsefeme wags very,
sound, and geldom they gof a clear opening. Plat
'hndoertamdymorewmttadothammtheﬁmt
- bali, bub he dealt with everything that came to
‘hand in a confident manner, one daring fist-awey
from a left wing drive being about the best save
of the match. Graduslly the game lost interest,
saused by the pace being comsiderably slackened,
and the crowd became rather impatient at the
tameness. Reid had one splendid opporbunity from

\

L

oenh’ﬂfrom Dix, The ball, rolling off Jones,
_went direct to the home cenire-forward standing
about tey or Gwelve yards out with no one but
to beat. He put in a mighty kick, and no-
seemed likely to prevent a goal unlees Platt
d just tip the ball over from a corner, when,
the relief of Luton, the ball struck the cross-




ver, and this he placed heantifully, and the ball
could not be got away by legitimate means, ana
at last Warner deliberately handled, and the re-
feree promptly gave a penalty. This quite ar-
vested the leaving spectators, and there was u
cilence that could almost be felt as Jones advanced
to take the kick, for a draw abt least was feared.
Jones put a fair pace on the ball as it travelled
along the ground, but in atempting to miss the
goalkeeper he sent it a few inches wide and it |
sbruck the boblom of the post and was ultimately
put behind. This was hard luck, as was freely
admitted, but even worse was to follow, for within
two winutes, from still another corner, such was
the pressure Luton were putting on the defence,
a further piece of hard luck came along. Stans-
field secured the ball in a very awkward position
for scoring, but he managed to screw it in from a
difficult angle right over the heads of all the
players, who were crowding in the goal mouth,
and it strucic the inside of the extreme upright,
and in a marvelloug fashion twisted out of goal,
greatly to the relief of McDonald, who was help-
less at the other side of the goal. This was the
final incidemt of note, and the spectators were
exiremely pleased to hear the final whistle with
the score mtill remainimg: |
PORTSMOUTH One. goal
LUTON Nil.
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