QUEEN’S PARK RANGERS v. LUTON.

Played at Park Royal on Monday. Result .—
Queen’s Park Rangers .... 4 goals.
Eaton - i-.:. - B e nil.
Luton substituted Dimmock for McCurdy, the
I latter being indisposed; otherwise they were repre-
 sented as on Saturday. The following did duty for
{ Queen’s Park Rangers—S8haw; McDonald and

Fidler; Duff, Morris, and Downing; McNaught,
Rogers, Sneligrove, P. G. Skilton, and Barnes.

Referee, Mr. D. Hammond (Heywocd, near
Manchester). St

T,uton have had several disastrous financial
seasons, but never such a one as the Rangers are
expeoriencing this. Although they have no one but
themaelves to thank for the unfortunate position
in which they find themselves regarding Saturday
matches, it is none the less a weary time for their
directors. It was stated in the official programmo
that the match receipts to date were £2,671, whilst
players’ wages alone had amounted to £3,5631, and

ith other expenses the loss on the season would
bo at least £2,000—rather a heavy fine dor their
offence certainly. On Monday, 2,000 would be a
libaral estimate of the alteridance, and these were
mostly buddled together on.the stand, for soon
after the start the sixpenny crowd made a rush
across the ends and were finally allowed shelter.

It would have caused little surprise if the referce
had pronounced the' conditions unfit, for a regular
Wiizzard was blowing almost direct into one goal,
and tho team called upon to defend that end would
ho -almost blinded by tho snow driving in their
faces. With heavy programines to face, neither
club was anxious for a postponement, and Mr.
Hammond, after a visit to the centre of the field,
said, “ We will get it over somehow.” ~

Unfortunately for Luton’s chances of notching
their long-looked-for away victory, F. Hawkes lost
the toss, and it was really a question of keeping



down the scoro up to the interval, with a view of
putting masters right cn changing over. Still the
fact of battiing acainst such odds invariably tells
and when thé teains change over the unlucky side
are not in a condition to egual ths perforrnince
of their opponents if tliey manage to Secure any
thing like a lead. Quite eariy tue Rangers ;ere
a goal up, this coming from a penalty kick given
against Jones for handling. [f was only after
consulting hota linesmen that this decfsiouhwaﬂ
come to; indeed, it was really given by the flac.
holder on the stand sido, for tio reforee was pro-
ceoding with the gamo until his attention was
calied to the offence by that omicial, Jones pro-
tested strong'y against the ruling, and many swere
inclined to agree that it was quite accidental
Howeyer, a penalty it was, and Downing sue-
ceeded in forcing the ball through. Platt g%t Lis
hand down to i, but could rot prevent it firding
the corner of the net. While the Rangers natur.
ally monopolised the gamwe, Stansfie’d and Brown
wore aiways ou the look-out for a pass out, and
the former especially got through in fine sts;.‘e on
gseveral occasions. Indoed, there was far more
Justification for a penalty kick than the one given
to the Rangors when McDonald fouled Stansfield
inside the area, for a goal was practically certain,
but nothing was awarded. The writer, who
was citting beside Bowman, the ex-Ranger and
Norwich City anager, was informed by that indi.
vidual that he should have given one without hosi-
tation.
The Rangers’ sacond goal came from a long shot
by Morris, who, meeting a return from t
mouth, drove it back bofore Platt could reatis
situation.- It was a good goal, but none 88
had an element of luck about if, for on.a fine day
it would secarcely have reached its destination and
Piatt would have been able to watch its fiight. As
it was, ho appeared completely taken by surprise.
McNaught, who has improved wonderfully o
the start of the ssason, he was pitchfo 2
as it were, into Pentland's position in the charity
mateh and was such a rank fai was in fine
form, and was constanily com through and
lanting the ball well across oal-mouth. It
was really surprising more tagd was nob i
taken of the opcunings, but a litlle before ths in.
terval, from one such manceuvre, Rarnes managed
o g the bail through. At least t
Rangers® inside forwards had compietely missed
the pass, and Ski'ton in particel B 3
much better placed than our ¢'d friend *
Luton quite expected to reap the adva
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ed altogether, and the game was foagh
the finish under more pleasant conditions thas
during the first haif. Although the piayers natur-
ally preferred this from the point of view of their
own comfort, the Lufonians had a grievance, inas-
much as the Rangers had the better of both
halves, for unguestionably they were {resher than
Lutou during the second portion. Of course the
game became more even, and the home side never
appeared like'y to lose their winning advantage.
Still, most spectators expacted the lead would be
reduced, and ozne grand drive irom Stansfield fully
deserved to score, but it was nob to be, and just
a3 the crowd were prenaring {o leave the field
to get their seats.on the oniy train which leaves
this outlandish gpot within an hour ard a haif
- after the match, another goal went to swell the
}angars’ scor -

A free kick was given against Gregory, and this
cing well placed waps never got away, Barnes
serewing tho bail through between Pilatt and the
upright; indeed, Platt really turred it into the
“netb, the ball being somewhat diverted by touching
Dimmock as it travelied towards the goal. Thus
Barnes netted a couplo against his old comrades,
and was naturally pleased, for it always appears
to givo more pleasure to score against a club a
player has onco served. :

Tho Rangers deserved-the points on the play,
but Luton wers cortainly unlucky in having all the
worct of the ¢onditions pravailing on Monday. and,
ag already oxplained, the game was won arnd lost
in tessing for choice of ends. Platt was not to
blamé for the dofeat, although he touched threo of
tho shols (hat. scored. Gregory was tha betler
back. andiused bhis weight with advantage. .All
tho halves worked well, cgpecialiy when called
upon to defend against: the blizzard. TForward
Stansfield once more proyed tho most dangerous
member of tha line, and it is apparent that Brown
hag mot fully shalkon off the offects of his recent
i'lness. Hayecosk now appoars to have little con-
fickonee in his own ability to get through, and parts
with tho ball far {oo quickly when ho hag a ~ood
chanco 1o go through himself. Thoe left wing was
much the hetter pair.
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the snow and wind on changing over, but when

hey came back after the interval the blizzazd had
1




	QPR A LN
	QPR A LN2

