The Southern League.

LUTON v. EXETER.
Played at Luton on Saturday. Result :—
Exeter . o 2 goals.
uhon e e o S e nil.
Toams :—

Lnton—Platt; McCurdy and Gregory; I. lawkes,
Jones, and R. Hawkes; Brown, Haycock, Menzies,
Moody, and Stansfield.

Lxeter—Robinson; Craig and Crelley: Ambler,
Tierney, and Wake; Parnell, Watson, McGuigan,
Beil, and Copestake.

Roferce, Mr. A. T. Randles (Coventry).

“Ilard luck!” These words were spoken by
many peop.e as they left the Town Football Ground
at tho conclusion of the match on Saturday. The
general opinion was that Luton had experienced
hard luck, for although having two-thirds of the
play, they were two goals to the bad at the finish.
And this at a time when, from a financial point
of view, it is absoluteiy essential that the Club
should bs winning matches.

Luton started well, and in the first few minutes
Robinson, the ex-Derby County and Southampton
goalkeeper, brought offi two or three remarkable
saves from Maycock. The Exeter goal had aquite
a number of marvellous escapes before the inter-
val, but owing partly to injuries to Brown -and
Grogory, Luton did not show up quite so well in
the second half. In the first ten minutes of this
period Exeter obtained two goals, and then, to all
intents and purpcses, the gamo was ended.

Several times during the second half when a
Luton forward got within sheoting distance of
goal, he found quite a forest of legs in front of
him. Haycock was still the most prominent for-
ward so far as shooting was concerned, but the
line as a whole spent far too much time in need-
loss artistry, their methods forming a striking
contrast to those adopted by the guintette on the
other side.

It is not a pleasant task when—to use a common
expression—the Club is in a bad way, to adversely
criticise the players, but it is a disagreeable neces
sity. Want of Iuck generaliy means want of pluck,
but in this cass it means a lack of proper method.
The fact that in the last six/matches the team
hag only been credited with one goal, is sufficient
evidence that something is wrong., What is wanted
is more dash—and plenty of it.

Having kicked off with these preliminary re-
marks, let us devote some attention to the details
of the match. Despite the fine weather not more
than four thousand people saw the start—a not
very encouraging sizn of the popularity of the
gamo just now. They did not witness much that
was calculated to arouse enthusiasm, but a mighty
shout went up when Piatt saved a penaity for
what may or may not have been an offence on the
part of F. Hawkes. :

For once in a way the Luton captain won the
toss, but this carried with it litt’e or no advan-
tage. In the first minute Jack Robinson swooped
down on a Iow shot from Haycock and fisted out.
Another attempt by the inside-right resulted in a
corner, which was taken by Brown, and Stansfield
narrowly missed scoring. A flag kick was also
taken by the outside-leff, and once more the cus-
todian saved from Haycock.

The same player headed over from a free kick |

taken by Brown. Then the visitors broke away
for the first time, but Parnell ran the ball over
the goalline. A minute later the Exeter outside-
right, who proved to be the shining light of the
line, put in a shot which Platt saved just in time.
Yef another effort by Haycock, wha received from
Moody, resulted in Robinson touching the ball
over.

Tixeter obtained a similar advantage at the other
end, but Luton were soon on tho aggressive again.
Fred Ilawkes put in a shot which seemed likely to
score, and Robirson threw -himseif at the ball. It
went a few inches wide, however. Parne’l wasg
again prominent just afterwards, forcing Platt to
21ve a corner. One of the best attempts so far was
made in Luton’s mnext afttack, Brown meeting 2
centre by Stanefield and essaying a crogs shot
which grazed the top of the bar as it went ovor.

Brown was again unfortunate with a shot fol-
owing the gecond of two free kicks taken by R.

awkes. A further opportunity was presented to
Hayeock by Stansfield, and the inside-right Kicked

the ball forward, but it curled round th ig

m L ara; b ¢ bs e upright,
lhe? h?‘ctar were awarded a penalty, alt.hg)ug?x 1t
really was questionable whether F. Hawkes did
use his hand intentionaily in preventing Bell from
meeting a centre from Parnell.

Tho Treferee consulted both linesmen before
u,wa,‘rd}ng' the penalty, which was taken by
Mc(xuxgun.. Platt saved, howover, and the only
outcome of a hot assault was a corner. Robinson
next experienced a piece of good fortune. A centre
fgom Stansficld was met by Moody, who headed.
Robinson got at the ball and almost let it 8lip
throngh. Haycock rushod up, but was just a little
too late.

A few minutes hefore the interval, Brown, who
was well marked by Wake, managed to get in a
centre from near the corner flag. He was running
very fast a¢ the time. with Wake behind, and in
trying to stop himself fell against the fence. He
put one hand out to save himset! from crashing
into an enamel advertisement, ard in so doing
hurt his arm. So bad was the pain that he
was carried off by Robinson, who was heartuy
cheered for this kindness to an opponent. Brown’s
wrist having been bandaged, he resumed after the
interval, but of course his piay suffered somewhat
as tho result of the accident.

Within {wo minuntes of the resumption Exeter
geored their first goal. Platt could not he blamed,
for he had just saved two dificult shots when
Copestake kicked the ball into the net sideways,
well out of the recach of the custodian. This suc-
coss had a considerab’e effect on the play of the
Exeter men. The Luton players still did a good
deal of attacking, and once when Menzies was
fouled in the back there were loud cries for a
penalty.

The goal which placed the issue beyond doubt
was obtained a quarter of an hour after the inter-
val. In the play following a corner the sphere
went to R. Hawkes, who seemed likely to clear
He tried to trap the ball, but did not retain pos-
session, and Watson tcok a flying kick which left
Platt helpless. At the time Watson was outside
the penalty area, but such a fast ricing cross shot
would have beaten almost any goalkeeper.

The subsequent play was fairly interesting, but
there was never any hope that Luton would pul!
the game out of the fire. On one occasion Robin-
son only just negotiated a header by Moody. For-
tunately for Exeter, none of the other Luton for-
wards were near enough to turn the opportunity
to account. Robinson made a fine save from Hay-
cock later on, but as a rule the Luton forwards
found they were opposed to a concentrated defence,
and time after time failed to get anywhere near

the custodian. : ;
In the closing stages Gregory sustained an in-

“jury. but was able to continuze playing after
" receiving

some _attention from the trainer
Gregory seemed disposed to lose his temper during
this’part of the game, but it did not lead to any-
thing serious. A long shot by Moody was a trifle
too high, and Brown shot wide fo'lowing a free
kick for a foul on Stansfield. The last incident of
note occurred when Jones passed back to Platt,
who fell and was fouled. He retained the ball
until the referee awarded a free kick.

Jones. F. Hawkes, and Haycock were the most
prominent men in the home side. It was unfortu
nate that Brown was injured, for this no doubt
had some eoffect: on the result, while in the suc-
ceading play the tendency of the home forwards
to over-e'aborate was emphasised. Several times
McCurdy seemed to hesitate when he should have
dashed in. Robinson, Craig, Tierney, and Parneli
were the best players in the Exeter team. Ambler,
the right-half, throws the ball a greater distance
than any other half-hack in the Southern Lesgue.

Northampton sustained one of their rare defeats
on Saturday, when they were beaten at Brentford
by 3 goals to 1, and Crystal Palace, who are show-
ing very poor League form now, were beaten at
home by New Brompton by 2 goals to 1. The
other results were:—West Ilam 4, Southend 0;
Swindon 5, Portsmouth 0; Leyton 5, Coventry City
0; Brichton 2, Millwall 0; Southampton 1, Bristo!
Rovers 0; Plymouth 2, ‘Norwich 1: Reading 3,
Watford 0. At Park Royal on Monday, Brighton
baat the R.angm;a by 2 %oals to 11‘ &ndﬂat Coventry,
) were vietorious by a goa nil.
B}’,{[‘ettxlgrLuton fivat team will be at Northampton on
Saturday, whilst the Reserves will be at home ta
Clapton Orient; kick-off 3.30. The return match
with Maidstone will be played at Liuton on ‘Wednes-
day next; kick-off 3.30. » . : 3



The following is the Lieague table :— o
onls
Played Won Lost Drn, F. A. Pt-

Northymton P76 6 G e

B
Swindon 98 S T Ba B ]
Southamyt S SR s
Exetir s LY SR DD R e ST
Port=mouth. Lt B 541 520 ad
Millwall 30 5 g 5T Al as
Brist L Rovers 8L G 185 I, o T A 508 T a3l
Plymouth A ..... e D e U e e
New-Brompton ... 81 14 s 14 8 13847 al )
Queent’s Park: 1R+ 80" Sl @ 1T C iU n it Rl
Rceading .. . 3 8 8 ...14 ... 5044 , 80
Crysial Palace. TORSTE S, o 1052525 10rE50)
Luton 12 0SS CEe e R VEERED
Leyton . e T SR e R AR A0 R0 O
fouthiend Unite ae il v et s BB a0N
Norwich Cisys ... 800 0001 12 9 ... 45 61 27
We-t Ham United 81 , . 12 ... 16 3 ...4348 ... 27
Wattord 0 38 o 9 15 9. BP58 0T
Brectford. 10 15 G ... 4240 ... 26
Brighton ... SRR TS 16 6E 44 5D 2
Coventry City ... 32 ... 10 ,, 1 4..4573 .. 24

The enthusiastic support engendercd by the
financial position of the Town Foutbail C'ub seems
to have played itseif out. On Friday week a meet.
ing at the Franklin Restamrant, attended by 25
people, produced £103, but oa Friday a similar
meeling, 2t which seven people were present, only
raised the total to £115. The explanaticn of the
small increase was stated to be the fact that the
Club supporters imagincg the chsis to be passcd

=5 ;

Appealing to the public in such a way must
always be unsatisfactory—the Luton supporters
will pay for value received, but will not, except
on very rare occasions, pay for nothing. The
directors” will, by this time, have made up their
minds that the only peossible way in which the
Club may be run successlully is on economic lizes
- The wages bill and closs season expenses must 06
cut down, and it seems probablo that this will be
tho course adopted next season. 'To pay £€00 for
close secason expenees seems hardly justifiable for
a cinb in TLuton’s position. The fact that the gate
- on Saturday amounted to £86 edd, of which sum
only £2 10s. came froni the extra shilling gale,
seems to declare in no uncertain tcues that for
next season a different working policy must be
adopted. 2
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