Football Notes and News.

[By ‘“GoALrosT”]

Southern League.

LUTON v. NEW BROMPTON.

PRECIOUS POINTS FUR LUTON,

With such a decisive win over New Bromp-
ton on Saturday, Luton have practically made
themseclves cafe against heing at the bottow
of the I.eague at the close of the season. ; They
were two precious points for the Blues. This
year Luton have divided the honours with New
Brompton, losing away by the odd goal scored,
«nd now winning at home 3-0. Last year, on
the Ivv-road ground, Luton lost, the score
heing 2-1 in favour of the visitors, but away,
Luton. won 1-0.

It will be seen that there was a slight re-
construction of the home side. Menzies was
dropped, and Bradley was put in as centre-
forward. Chapman was again at back with
McGurdy. The - following were the teams:—

Luton: Platt; Chapman, McCurdy; F.
Hawkes, Jones, R. Hawkes ; Brown, Haycock,
tradley, Moody, Stansfield.

New Brompton: Bateup; Boyle, Nobbs: .
Hendern, Mavin, Arthurs; Powell, Eames,
Whyman, Sheppurd, Pickett. : -

About 3,500 spectators were present when
I uton kicked oft against a stiff breeze. New
Brompton opened the attuck, but they were
+predily repulsed, and Luton got in and ap-
jeared dangerous. New Brompton were full
«f running, and with a little steadiness migh?
have scored early. A free kick was awarded
them close in, but it was badly taken; and not
leng after Platt ran out to intercept-a cenire
from Powell, but missed, and Pickett was
[ resented with an open goal. The last-named

kad only to trap the ball and score, but he
tried to resch the net at the first attempt, and
l'eaded wide.

Good half-back play by the home side at
length led to a series of attacks on the visitors'
goal, but the sheoting was a bit serappy. A
fine shot by Bradiley was luckily blocked by a
Brompton defender, and a good effort by R.
Hawkes went over. Moody had ‘he Dbest
chance so far, but from short range shot yards
over the bar. At huH-time the teams crossed
over on an equality, neither side having scored.

The second half promised better things when
the visitors began to press « with improved
methods, but they were well held by the home
defenice Luton then attacked and forced a
corner,  This was cleared, and a free kick
further relieved New Brompton. The respite
was not for long, however, the home forwards
coming away in nice style and appearing very
dangerous. The shooting was still moderace,
both Moody and Bradley missing possible
c¢hances.
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There was little of interest until the homa
forwards settled down to- methodical play, and
after a fine passing run, a corner was forced.
The flag-kick was nicely placed by Stanstield,
and Moody headed the ball into the net.

Luton continued to attack, and from a zrand
centre by Stansfield, Moody breasted the ball
through for the second gcal. The home side
had much the better of the game after this,
and attacked strongly.

Next, Luton were awarded a penaltv, but
Brown shot straight at Bateup, who cleared.
Up to the finish play was much in favour of
Luton, and Bateup was frequently tested. He
cleared many shots some of them rather
lvekily, but was st length beaten by Jones just
on time. -

Re:ult: Luton, 3 goals ; New Brompton, nil.

Bradley was scarcely an improvewent as
rivot of the front line; he did a rare bit of
bashing about, but generally lacked judgment.,
Ali the same, he gave the New Brompton de
fence a rare bustline. Both Luton’s wings
spoeared a trifle weak, oand the half-line
s-atcely showed up to advantage. McCurdy
showed surprising improvement.  Platt was
gcarcely more thaun a spectator, but his charge
had a most Ireky escape on one occasion. New
Brompton did rot display anything ike form, .
and are doubtless in a false position 1n the
Te~gue table.  On the whole the zame was
rather a poor one. l
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