|The Southern League™

LUTON v. NORWICH CITY.
Played at Luton on Wednesday. Result:—

Eamden . i s i 1 goal. |
Norwieh Oy i v iiacienss 1 goal. |
Teams: —

Luton—Jarvis; Chapman and Hedley; F.
Hawkes, Jones, and R. Hawkes; Brown,
Smith, Quinn, Moody, and Johnson.

Norwich—Beale; Hampson and Reynolds;
Wolstenholme, Bushell, and French; Barn-
father, Dunning, Ronaldson, Hubbard, and
Allsopp.

Roferee, Mr. A. Adams (Nottingham).

The weather yesterday was not very favour-
able for the opening match, but notwithstand-
ing the rain, some two thousand people were
present when Quinn kicked off. Later on there
were nearly four thousand spectators, but the
inclement weather must have kept many away.
Last year the ““gate” at the opening mateh
realised £115,

It was a tyvical beginning-of-the-season
game. Some people no doubt blamed the
referee for blowing his whistle so often_ but in
my opinion he adopted the right course. At
one period early in the first half there was an
almost constant series of stoppages, and if Mr.
Adams had not been firm then the players
might have got out of hand. There were no
bad fouls, but most of the players were very
keen and used their weight to advantage.

“How did the Luton men shape?’” ig a
question which must have been asked in the
town many times last night. It can be best
answered by saying that the goalkeeper, backs,
and half-backs fulfilled expectations, but the

forwards were not so good, taking the line as

a whole, as Luton people have been used to
seeing.

Luton’s team was as advertised ; it will
noticed that Hedley went to left ba):*]; iIY grdb;
to allow Chapman to play in his usual position.
Norwich, who had made the journey by motor.
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peared at outside-leff o ol



The first real attempt was made by Johnson,
who received from Moody and put in a splen-
did oross shot while on the run. At the other
end Allsopp found himself in possession near

goal (following a throw-in), but he kicked the
ball over. Brown forced the first corner, but
it was cleared, and, the socene being again
changed, Jones was cheered for robbing
Ronaldson when he might have become dan-
-gerous. A chance next fell to Johnson, for
the Norwich men thought he was offside and
left him unmarked. Instead of working his
way in, he ran to the line, and his centre went
behind the other forwards.

Dunning_ the player about whom so much
has been written, made tracks for goal and
S;ag; gl:lt ;o ﬁ&l]so p, who returned thegball. It
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ever, recovered just in time ancg)pthln, =
engige by Wols]genholme kicking wide s
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Wiyth thirty-five minutes remaining for play
there was plenty of time for other goals, but
Norwich seemed to be more likely to meet with
success than Luton—not because the home
players were not having a fair share of the
game, but because the .forwrards, or rather
some of them, were lacking 1n resource.
long shot from Dunning travelled over the bar,
and some time afterwards Allsopp made a bad
mistake in touching the ball over the line when
he should have centred to Ronaldson, who had
presented him with the opportuniby. :

From a touch forward by Moody, Quinn
 seemed to have a chanwe_ but Beale rushed out
and cleared. In front of the Luton goal Hed-
ley was smart enough to prevent Ronaldson
from getting in his kick, and when the centre-
forward did manage to get in a curling shot
Jarvis was equal to it. Smith next attracted
attention, but he did not have sufficient com-
mand of the ball, and Hampson rushing across,
kicked out of play. Hampson was then slight-
ly injured in a hot attack, but managed to put
the ball behind for a corner.

In the last ten minutes Luton warmed
to their work, and the spectators got quite
enthusiastic. It was evident that Norwich
were content to play for a draw, and Allsopp
was frequently to be seen among the half-
baicks. Bea'e jumped up to a shot from Bob
Hawkes. and almost fell as he was saving.
Then Hedley tried a long shot which Beale
gathered on the ground. From a free kick
taken by Chapman_ Quinn headed_but the ball
went wide. In the closing minutes Luton were
awarded a free kick and two corners, but the
score remained unaltered.

Two of the best men in the Luton team were
Hedley and Brown. The former evidently did
not extend himself in the practice matches.
By his display yesterday he showed that he
1s one of the best backs who have played for
the Club. Brown was not given much to do
in the first half, but he was fed more after the
interval, and generally made good use of the
chances that came his way. Tt is a great pity
that in private life he is so situated that he
may not become & regular player. He is well
worth keeping if a way out of the difficulty
oan be found.

At the close of yesterday’s match I had no
reason to regret even one word of the notes
which will be found on an inside page. Every-
one who has watched Quinn will agree that he
5 too fond of keeping the ball when he might
vart with it to advantage. Perhaps a course
f Southern League football will cure him of
his habit, which is certainly too pronounced.
Smith’s only fault is & tendency to get offside.
Moody was as good as ever. c.’.jyohmson did one
or two good things—he was loudly cheered for
bhat first shot of his—but his form yesterday
lid not shake my conviction that Stansfield is
the more suitabl‘? man for the position.
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