From the Football Field.

THE SOUTH;;N LEAGUE,
WITH LU—'I‘—(;N‘F TOWN.
THREE POINT;:)M OF FOUR.!

WIN AT.:EADING. ‘

; FORWARD Ln;—;;mnmem, 4
By '~1n—;;1;m." |

g |

(Bravo, Blues! To be quite frmnk, no one was|
greatly enamoured of Luton Town's opening per-
formance in the Southern League in drawing with
Norwich City at %iome, but they have
been quick fo pick up the point they then
Mab, Last year's visit to Heading produced &
wo goals drww, and on Seturday Luton went one
better and wom by a goal to nothing. It wus a
very near thing—much too near, in fuct, to be
comfortable—but it will do to go on with. The
Blues were ndt Exactly adepls at winning ewa
from home last #8ason, and Saturday 5 success came
@s a very weloofde pimos of intelligance to Luton’s |
sapporters. Bven the pessimists will allow that
threo points out of four is not at all & bad start.

Reading people will doubtless declare that their
feam were unlucky to loss I am mot disposad to
quarre} with them if they do. Thero always will
be hwck in foatball, as in other games. Luton have
bad their far share of bad luek in the past, and
they will prohably have same more of it before the
gosson i far advanced, and it is only right they
ehould have some of the other sort now and again.
{Wha, luck the Blues had on Saturday was by no
menms undeserved, because for some porticn of the
game they had to play cme short, and though
Bert Moody cami back in the-second kalf, he was
pever again quite himself, |

Yast-season Reading’s first away metch was-with ‘
Luton, and on Ssturday the ‘‘strawhafters’ were
proyiding the first match of the season at Elm
Park. The ‘Biscuit” team had rather the bebter

ings between

ome of the Western Leagwe matches resutted
similarly, and the oter was wom by Reading.
Ouriommly enowgh, i’ dll four matches the goals
ol atibered four, :

the e=ason in disastrous: fashion
Wednesday, ing to New by
©o fewer than seven oleargoals, and as might have
been expected, they imsde several changes in tho
team on Ssburday.  O'Donunell, a burly young
ematet who-has played for Hounslow and Middle-
sex County, and who is expected to assist Reading ‘

regularly, had chargo of the goal in place of Oald-
well, the ex-'Spur, amd the forward line was re-
ponstitabed, At inside-right- Shephand, a well-built |
€orward om trial, was played, and Wilson, from
the St. Mirren Club, was removed to centre-for-
wand in'plave of Kilby, late of Narthampton, wiile

dds, from Cc il ded Craig at
nside-left, Herbert Smith, the well-known amateur
Inttermational back, has mot tumed out yet, ana'
enly two of the team, Bartholomesw and Hancock,
did duty against Lufon lash season.

Tifon meade one change from the teamr whick
Hrew with Norwich, Harold Stemsfield displacing
Johoson at outside-left.  Ernie * Brown” it
figured ot onteide-right, and if the negotistions at
present in progress prove satisfactory it is likely
that he will become a regmlar member of the team.

The weather conditions were again of the worst
Besoription. It began to rain soon after we left
Luton, @nd, althongh it was fine ‘when we arrived
it . the rain recomamenced just as the spec-
tators began to turn up, and never once abated
during the game. With the unfortunate start
‘made by. Reading at New Brompton everything was
sgainst & big gathering of spectators, but wm-
brellus were very thick om the open terraces, and
the attendance was not far short of 3,000.

" Bol Hewkes had s cordial welcomo us he led
the Luton team on the field, and the men quickly
Yimad up in charge of Mr. D. S. Moule, of West
Ham, ag follow:

Mw—ﬂm, West  and Henderson;
‘holomew, T and Chapple; Martin, Sh
m, ‘Wilson, Reynolds e, e

Trabem.

and Baircl

¥ —Jarvis; Chapman and Hedley; Fred

Flarkes, Jones and R. M, Hawkes; “‘!mwn,”

th, Quinn, Moody and Stansfiold.
/

wken did his side good servico in wining
e, for, with the rain beating down pretty

_there was a distinct advantago in having
 behind. wero, however, the first
~ up, and for a few minutes they hacd
nﬂlﬂ:;gmmy. Bufy the Luton de.
26 80

P,




Jones was backing up his forwards splendidly, and
as & result of one of his pases Stensfield placed in
the centre with admirable judgment. O'Dommell
handed out, and, with Smith failing to trap the
rebound, the goalkeeper darted out and cleaved,
A corner to Luton led to some exciting play in

the goal mouth, and West dashed across just in
time to head out a shot from Stansfield.

A breakaway by the Reading loft was smartly
stopped by Fred Hawkes, and, with Henderson mis-
kicking, ‘“Brown'' sped away. He transferred to
Sith, und the inside-right, getting clean through,
smashed in a shot at close range which O'Donnell
did well to save at the expense of a comer.

It was theén Luton's turm to bave a parrow es-
cape. Hedley ran across the goal and ettemphed
to kick away a fast shot from Shephard, and came
within @n ace of putting through his own goal,
the ball dropping just over the bar, There was
another piece of “jam” from the resultant (y:rn\r
kick. Jarvis failed to hand out the ball, and N
tin was presonted with an open gowl, but 1.« was
campletely taken by surprise, and before he could
recover Bob Hawkes hud it away.

For some minutes after this Luton pressed per-
sistently. The referee spoiled & good chance for
Ernio by whistling the outside-rmght” offside ‘and
afterwards correcting 4 palpable mistake. Then
Bob Hawkes, with characteristic footwork, was
associated with Moody and Stansfield in some par-
tioularly effective work near the touchline. From
Stansfield’s centre Smith received, and was making
tracks, when he found Chapple barring the way,

The eagerness of Luton to attack came near
bringing about their downfall. Wilson semt Birch
away, and, with Fred Hawkes roaming in the
oemtre of the field, the outside-left had a clear
run. Getting within shooting range he steadied
himself and brought off a fine cross shot, but
Jarvis had the goal well covered, and the ball
parsed outeide.

In warding off another attack Hedley got some-
body’s knes in his abdomen, and there was & shart
afoppage for repairs. Billy Lawson soon had him
Tight again, and he was able to resume.

Reading were now showing up well, and Jarvis
ance had to run out, while Hedley cleared thrice
in quick succession, twice with finely-judged kicks.
Eventually ‘‘Brown” broke away, and, from the
centre, Quinn headed in. O'Donnell dallied with
his clearance and came near being robbed. This
appears to be a failing of the Reading goalkeeper.
He repeated it a minute or two later, and thereby
placed his goal in dn.ngur

Genprally, the, Headig Eomwmils, weretsprediss
and playing better together than the Luton men,
but the visitors’ halves were more than a maich
for them, Jones was nearly always in the picture,
and Fred Hawkes was frequently prominent with
spoiling tactics. A sharp attack by Moody and
Stansfield' had an unfortunate vesult for Luton,
Bert being laid out. His head and shoulder came
in vwlunt cq] ,with the, ground, and he was
taken off insensi

This was about eight minutes before the interval,
and the half-time whistle must have come as a
reliof to the Blues. A miskick by Hedley let in
Martin, but his shot was wide. Then Bob Hawkes
got amongst the forwanrds, and his assistance led
to one of the preftiest pieces of work in the match.
Quinn and Stansfield ﬂ.g'umd most prominently in
it, and it was to Smith that the opportunity for
shooting came, Henderson saving at the expense of
a corner. A long ghot by Fred Hawkes was not
dealt with in very assuring style by O'Donnell, but,
he managed to get it out of danger.

For the remaining five minutes Reading attacked
hotly. Birch was not to be denied in one of his
efforts, but, being bowled over when in the act of
shooting, his shot lacked accuracy. In the last
minute wes much excitement. Jarvis ceme
out, fo deal with a high ehot, and as he headed the
ball away Hedley, who was in attendance, flicked
it down and caused Martin to send' behind. Thers
was a oonfident appeal for a penalty, and the crowd
‘were very wroth when no signal came from either
the referee or the linesman.

Half-time thus arrived with a blank score sheet.
The referce had been coming in for a good deal
of criticism, but it was not at all deserved. A
Reading director who was sitting near me put it
very fairly when he said, ““I think he has done all
right, bub ho ought to have scen the penalty.”’
That's just it. Fotrt\mnwly for LubUn. he did not
appear to detect it.

The interval brought the glad news that Moody
was not seriously hurt and wo\lld be able to re-

soon

three minutes after the resumption of the game,

being loudly cheered. With his appearance, I wes
delighted to seo my idea adopted in the re-organisa- |

tion of the forwand line, Smith and Quinn chang-

ing places, - ‘

—
The Blues were unrly prominent. Offeido against
‘Stansfield brought Randmg some relief, but beforo
play was ! Brnie Brown u-yed a splen-
d:{dnbohmnhautm A most unusual occur-

rence was associnted with Reading's abtack, tMI.H

back, when he bmltod over Bartholomew just

~outside the penalty An exciting scene fol-
lowed the free kick. J’a.m caught o hot shat from
, bub was by Martin, and

dmgdrmonlynveﬂdhymmwotu




This was about eight munrks before the interval, ‘
and the half-time whistle must have come as a
relief to the Blues. A miskick by Hedley let in
Martin, but his shot was wide. Then Bob Hawkes |
got a.mongﬂ the forwards, and his assistance led\
to one of the prettiest, pieces of work in the match.
Quinn and Stansfield figured most prominently in ‘
lL and it was to Smith that the opportunity for \

ooting came, Henderson sauving at the expense of |
a corner. A long ghot by Fred Hawkes was not ‘
dealt with in very assuring style by O'Donnell, but
he managed to get it out of danger.

For the memaining five minutes Reading atbacked ‘
hotly. Birch was not to be denied in one of his |
efforts, but, being bowled over when in the act of
shooting, his shot lacked accuracy. In the last
minute there was much excitement. Jarvis came
out to deal with a high chot, and as he headed the ‘
ball away Hedley, who was in attendance, flicked
it down and caused Martin to send behind. There
was a oonfident appeal for a penalty, and the crowd
were very wroth when no signal came from either
the referee or the linesman.

Half-time thus arrived with a blank score sheet.
The referes had been coming in for a good deal
of criticism, but it was not at all deserved. A
Reading director who was sitting near me put it
very fairly when he said, ‘‘I think he has done all
right, but he ought to have seen the penalty.”’
That's just it. I‘m*tu.nu.bely for Luton he did not
appear to detect it.

The interval brought the glad news that Moody
was not seriously hurt and would be able to re-
sume. He had suffered some slight concussion, but
soon came round, and he took the field two or
three minutes after the resumption of the game,
being loudly cheered. With his appearance, I was
delighted to sce my idea adopted in the re-organisa-
tion of the forward line, Smith and Quinn chang-
ing places.

—
The Blues were early promiment. Offside inst
St 1d brought Reading some relief, but before

play was transferreq Ernie Brown essaytxl a splen-
did shog without success. A most unusual occur-
rence was associated with Reading's attack, a foul
being given against Bob Hawkes, for a charge in
the back, when he bowled over Bartholomew just
outside the pemalty area. An exciting scene fol-
lowed the free kick. J: a.ms caught a hot shot from
Barthol , but was qisp d by Martm,
danger was only averted by ‘the concession of a
cormer,

This was cleared after more exciting play, and a
speedy run to the other end was the forerunner of
the only goal of the mafch eight minutes after
the change of ends. Smith, with splendid resource,
broke through, and the goalkeeper had all his work
cut out to keep out the centre’s shot.
and Quinn went for the ball and the back was
broughtt down. Reading evidently anticipated a
free kick would be given, and the players made
the nristake of ceasing play. Not so Lutom.
“Brown” sent the ball into the centre, and Smith
dsft'ly (mmed it into t.h.e goal. Wxﬂ:mt the slight-

the to the centre,
anﬂI.‘lrbrmhad 1+.nnm(;beadmbtq ga.madﬂ:a
lead with a Iucky goal.

At

' The Reading spech,m




Smith essayed a shot while O’Donnéll was away
from his chnrge, but the backs were on guard.
Directly afterwards Henderson brought Smith
down in the most palpable manmer, and wos
cautionad by the referec, and the free kick, taken
by Fred Hawkes, was splendidly placed. Moody
prevenrted O'Donnell anmg an effective clearance,
but Smith could not quite get to the ball.

Jarvis, at the other ena, was quuanuy called
upomn. Il(- smartly gatherod a beauty from Shep-
hard just against the post, and, though imme-
diately rushed by the forwards, nmnn,,ved to get
the ball away. His most wonderful save, however,
was from Birch. With that well-known dive of
his, he just reached a remarkably fine ehot, and
before Shephard could snap up the ball off the line
Hedley rushed, acress and conceded a corner.

A long shot from Wnlson was dropped by Jarvie,
but he qlugkly recovered. Luton only occasionally
broke away, and whenever they did Etheir forwards
were the victims of most bavefaced fouls. From one
of the free kicks Jones gave the goalkeeper some
trouble, and Bob Hawkes also tried a long ranger.

Moody unfortunately got in the wny of a stinger
from Smith.

Reading continued to put in all they kmew, bub
the Luton defence showed no signs of weakness,
and in the last few minubes the play was mostly
in midfield. Onece Reading got dangerous, but Hed-
ley broke up the movement in fine style, and Luton
left the field winners, with the score;

LUTON . e 1 goaly
RBADING . Nil,

COMMENTS ON THR PLAY AND PLAYERS.

To say that the game reached a high level would
be untrue, but it is nevertheless due to the players
to add that the play was of a far better standard
than one was justified in anticipating with the con-
ditions so atrocious. I thought the greasy state of
the turf and the deceptive tricks played by the
slippery ball militated more against the Bhies than
against the biscuit men, because the latter adopted
kick and rush tactics to an extent that is not
cultivated in the Luton team. Their forwards were
undombtodly speedy, and the game throughout was 1
fast, especially so after Luton scored.

|

In the first half Luton were undoubtedly the
superior gide, but after the change of ends the
‘balance of play was in favour of the hoiesters..
That Luton is the better side of the two I haye
not the elightest doubt, and I confidently look
forward to them taking four points from Reading
this season. All the same, there was not a great .
deal to choose between them on Saturday, and I
should have felt happier if the Blues had put om |
a second goal. As it was, two decisions of the re-
feree undoubtedly played a large part in their
victory. I was mot in a position to, see whether
the incident which led to fhe scoring of the omly |
goal of the match really did constitute a foul, but
there cam be no doubt that if Reading had had
their due t,hey would have been awarded a pena.lty
kick earlier in the game.

The Luton players regmrd “Vigiant’” as their
mascot. May this be so!

The Blues undoubtedly showed up better than in
the opening match, and when they get properly
together should prove a very useful side. There
is still room for improvement in the forward line,
but this might not be long coming. In fhe second
half on Saturday Smith and Quinm changed places,
and I have no heditation in saying that this is
an experiment. which should be repeated. I have
all along thought Smith was the man for the
wmiadle position, and /T do not think Quinn will
deny that the change at Reading was for the better.

Smith is full of andm‘"‘yf !
‘and what 1 like mosi about him is that he loses
mo time in making tracks for goal. There is mo
dallying about; he finds the most direct way and
is going to get there if there is half a chance. The
only criticism I have to make is with regard to his
tendency to lie offside, a fault which can easily
be memedied. Quinn is gradually rvealising the
value of getfing rid' of the ball promptly, and
secms likely to show up better ab inside right than
at contre. He played very nicely with ‘‘Browm”
in the second half, Frnie was not so pmmment as
againet Norwich. Few chances came his way, and
nwstofthmhehndwemmarmdbythhm
scrupulous way in which he was mklod by the
~opposing wing half a-nd b-ck ‘




‘Tt was Stansfield’s first time out on the left
wing this scason, and the directors are ha.x_'dly‘
likely to ghift him if they can help it. There is @
perfect undeérstanding between Harold and Moody,
and the outside-left difd some gf the best forwand
work on the Luton side. Up to the time Bert was
hurt the wing was always dangerous, and I look
to them for great things. Moody played < with
characteristic dash in the firsy half, but he was
never himself dfter his accident.

For the defence there can be nothing but praise.
Slippery though the ball was, miskicks weme very
rave, and the tackling was invariably sure. The
halves were a splendid trio.. Jones seemed to take
the fancy of the Reading people most, but there
was little to choose between thém. Fred Hawkes,
rendered sterling service against Reading’s most
dangerous wing, and Bob returned to his accus-
tomed form, his skill showing itself in atback as
well as in defence. o !

Hedley at back gave amother fine display, amd
vus always a promineny figure..' Nothing seemed to
disturb him, and his kicking was almost faultless.
Chapman also did well. He seems to make progréss
every time I see him. Jarvis in goal brought off
some splendid work, and thoroughly deserved the
encomiums showered upon him. Ome of his saves
was really a marvel, and he mnever looked like
being beaten. s . ; - ik

Reading were mot so strong in defence as Lutom.
Bartholomew was the best of the halves, and West
showed up well at back, but Henderson was a
long way from being @ Herbert Smith. The new
goalkeeper saved well,. but is far too fond of
‘running out to inspire confidence. The forwards
were speedy, but. the inside men were not of the
‘same calibre as the outside wingers; Martin and

Birch, both of whom were frequently dangerous,
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