The Southern League.

READING v. LUTON,
|

Played at Reading on Saturday. Result:—
Luton ... ot Eail yion 1 goal.

Tho teams were as under : —

Luton—Jarvis; Chapman and Hedley; F.
Hawkes, Jones, and R. Hawkes; Brown,
Smith, Quinn, Moody, and Stansfield,

Reading—O’Donnell; West and Henderson ;
Bartholomew, Hancock, and Chapple; Martin,
Sheppard, Wilson, Reynolds, and Birch.

Referee Mr. ].3 S. l\lgoule (West Ham).
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Luton made only one change from the toam
which opened the season. and that was in
accord with popular opinion. for during the
practice games it was generally considered
Stansfield’s move over to the right weakeoned
the left, and with Brown again available, he
naturally resumed his partnership with Moody.
Reading made oconsiderable changes in their
atlack, the whole line being shuflfled upy el
though only two fresh players were introduced,
Reynolds and Sheppard being the newvomers.
A change was also made in goal, but it was
understood this had nothing to do with the do.
feat at New Brompton, as Caldwell was voted
the only plaver to do himself justice in the first
match. O’Donnell, who took his lace, is an
amateur, and has played for ngridge and
Middlesex County.
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It will be remembered that last season Luton
were sgeven months before they managed a
Southern League victory away from home, and
therefore a win on the earliest opportunity was
most welcome, and should put confidence in the
team for future engagements. It is true there
was an element of luck about the goal, but Smith
can be congratulated upon taking his chance, |
and the home players were to blame for not‘
playing to the whistle. It might be mentioned
that Smith was playing contre-forward at the‘
time, and was in the right position for scoring.
even if Reading had not eased up. and it was
by no means certain they could have prevented
his success.
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The exchange of positions between Smith and
Quinn wasg decided upon at the interval after
a consultation between the captain and secre-
tary. Bob won the toss, and with the rain
falling pretty heavily, this gave a decided ad-
vantage at the first, but the wind dropped as
the game progressed, although the conditions
were never pleasant, and it was really wonder-
ful more mistakes were not made in placing
the ball, which was naturally soon very greasy,
as was the turf, and the players were often in
difficulties to maintain an upright position.
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O’Donnell wag the first to handle, but the
attack was not sustained. and the home
forwards were quickly on the job, Birch get-
ting away in good style, but Chapman just
managed to block his passage as he closed in,
and the ball was returned to midfield, Wilson
attempting a tame shot which gave Jarvis no
anxiety. It was early apparent that Chapman
had got the cleverer winger to deal with, for
Birch was once more the cause of Luton’s goal
being in jeopardy, and but for Hedley dashing
aoross and just getting his kick in, it was long
odds on an opening goal. It was as much as
Hedley could do to reach the ball but he saved
the situation by kicki:n% into t?uch.
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Luton’s loft-wing pair were mnow seen to
great advantage and beating Bartholomew in
the first instance, easily shoolk off the attentions
of West. Matters certainly looked promising,
when Bartholomew, falling back, just blocked
the final shot, and the spectators breathed
again, for there was an ominous hush round1
tho ropes while Stansfield and Moody
wore in possession. Coming through once
more, Stansfield put across a nice dropping
contro, which almost curlod under the bar in

o oxtrome corner, but O’Donnell managed to
get his hand to it just in time, and Smith
could not control the ball as it came to him
suffioiently to return it before the home goalie

recoverod, and thus nothing came of the
mogt dangerous effort up to this point of tho:
Bamae,
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Luton were now having decidedly the better
of the exchanges, and Stansfield forced a
corner which he took himself, but although
this was well placed, the home defenders
managed to scramble the ball away. Hender-
gon next clean missed the ball and let in Brown,
who tipped it to Smith, and the latter drove
in a good attempt which O’Donnell had great
diffouity in disposing of but he just suc-

, and is to be congratulated upon his
gave, although 1t was at the expense of a
corner. KFor a change the Luton goal was en-
dangered, but it was due to the slippery ball,
for Hedlov in attempting to clear his lines,
had the misfortune to get his toe too far under,
and the ball went ftying about two feet over
the bar at a terrific pace, Jarvis being quite
unable to reach it. The resulting corner kick
was well taken, the ball travelling all across
the goal-mouth, but fortunately it did not
touch a Reading player, and Bob Hawkes
oventually cleared his goal. The game was
stopped for two or three minutes through
Hedley being badly shaken in a collision, but
ho did not leave the fie'ld, Lawson doing the
needful on the call of* the rgferee.
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Moody and West came into collision in mid-
field, both making for the ball in the air, and
Bert was observed to fall heavily. It was soon
evident he had sustained a somewhat severe
shaking. He just managed to get on to his feet
by the help of his comrades, and then col-
lapsed altogether. He was carried off insen-
sible, and a doctor was called for, but as it
happened one was not present, and Lawson
took charge of matters in the dressing-room.
It was soveral miutes before Moody recovered
consciousness, and at first it was thought he
had broken his collar-bone, but happily this
was not the case, and although of course he
did not return to the field until after the inter-
val, ho was not seriously injured. There was
one exoiting incident while Luton were a man
short. Jarvis, in coming out, did not get the
ball away, and hefore ha onuld get back Hed-
ley took” upon himself the duties of goal-
ecper. and the crowd were verv persistent in
appealing for a penalty, but neither linesmen
nor refereo took any notice and the game pro-
oeeded. From the stand it was difficult to see
oxactly what Hedley did, but it was under-
stood he used his hands to get the ball away.
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On the whele Luton were the better side up
to the interval; still: their superiority was not
very pronounced, and they had-no cause to
grumble at tho blank score-sheet when they
retired for refreshments. As mentioned above,
Smith took up the position of pivot on resum-
ing, but as Moody did not come on until quite
five minutes after the other players, the
change was not observed at first. Notwith-
standing Luton’s handicap, they were having
an equal share of the play, and if Moody had
been himself on his return, there is little doubt
they would have secured an easy victory. But
alter such a shaking the wonder was that he
could do as well as he did, although naturally
Stansfield did not get the feeding of the first
half, and to some extent this wing was wasted.
Still, it meant that Brown had more oppor-
tunities, and was more in evidence than during
the first forty-five.
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It was during one of these right
wing = excursions that the deciding inci-
dent of the muatch took place. Quinn and
Henderson came into contact, and the Reading
player went down. It is, of course, a debat-
able point as to whether he slipped on the
greasy turf or was illegally brought down, but
the linesman on that side of the field ap-
parently gave a foul and many of the Read-
ing players eased up. Brown, however,
promptly planted the ball in the goal-mouth,
and Smith dashing up, without hesitation
touched 1t through. Mr. Moule at once pointed
to the centre of the field, and Luton had as
events turned out actually won the match.
O’Donnel]l certainly made not the slightest
offort to get the ball, but unless he had
managed to reach it as it came acrass, I do
not think he would have been able to stop
Smith’s shot, for he was not at that end of the
goal. Still it did look a soft thing and the
spectators were .oomple'tely ta.ken by surprise.

From this point Reading had a greater
share of the game, but Jarvis did his little bit
whenever called upon in great style, and one
sive from Birch was truly a magnificent effort.
Indeed 1t is probable the clearance meant two
points. for a goal at this stage would have put
great heart into the home players, and thero
i guite a probability others might have fol-
lowed. Moody was really more of a half-back |
during the closing stages, and try as they‘
would the Biscuit Boys could not break down
the stubborn defence now set up by Luton,
who had victory in sight and intended
to retain tho advantage gained. Once Smith

~and aftorwards Quinn were all but through,

but wero brought down badly from behind;
ohterwise, especially in the case of the first-
named, a goal appeared a ocortainty. Thoro-i
fore the local critics notwithstanding, it was
not exactly the lucky wvictory the London
pavers make out. although naturally much isl
made of the ‘‘soft’”’ goal with which Luton
WOrn.
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Jarvis was volted a success between the
sticks, while Chapman and Hedley were very
reliable, considering the conditions prevailing.
Undoubtedly Luton’s best line was at half-
back, and the Reading attack was, as a consec-
quence, a series of individual rushes whenever |
they became dangerous at all. In the firsh
half Stansfield and Moody were the best wing

on the field, and it is unfortunate that DBert

was wracticallv out of the picture after his

fall. At present it cannot be claimed tho
exchange of positions between Quinn and
Smith is a decided improvement but any way

neither position was weakened, and it is
worthy of a further tral Certainly Smith
impresses one as the more likely of the two
to snap up any advantages in the goal-mouth
such as came along on Saturday, and being
the heavier man of the two, this should tell
pretty often. :
B 'l' 3 :
Rezading may settle down into a good cide
eventually, but they did not appear to have
the usual characteristics of the combination
gathered together in Biscuitopolis, and th-»
man in the street, judging from remarks madc
both before and after the match, is bv no
means satisfied with present prospects. O’Don-
nell did not let them down, but he appearcd
nervous, and if he had been tucked up a bit
more, impressed one ag likely to give a goal
or two away. Waest was the better back, while
Bartholomew was certainly the hardest worker
on tho field. Birch stood out from his com-
rades in attack, and was not far removed from
the ‘“star’’ of the game. By the way he is

not the Burch Reading had last season, having

come from Notts FKorest; the ex-Reading
Burch has returned to his former club, Ply-

mouth Argyle.
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