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. By “Vigilant.”

While tt is frue that it is points that count in
League football it does mot mnecessarily follow
that the mumber of points gained by a team
afford a correct gage of the merits of their dis-
plays. For instance, Luton Town registered only
ome point it their two week-end Southern League

y ts, whereas their performances were,
of themmelves, highly meritorious.. Against South-
smpion on Satnurday, and against Swindon on
Mondsy, they proved themselves worthy rivals
of teams destined to figure prominently in this
season’s tourmament, and their opponents can well
afford to congratulate themselves upon having
smerged f_ymm the fixtures with such success.

Swindon were not always a power to be reckoned
with in the Southbern League, but their success
last season has put them on their metile, and
they are again going strong for premier konours,
It was Luton who pub an end to their chances of
finishing at the head of affairs last April. In
consequence of snow the Railwaymen's visit was
postponed to the last week of the season, and the
geoneral opinion of those who saw the game was
that it was the best witnessed on the Bury Park
enclosure during the season. Monday’s game was
just such another fine ane, but the result was
mot the same. Two goals were scored this time
dnstead of one, and Swindon picked up ome of the
points they then dropped.

There were twelve of the players who 'book
part in the memorable match of last season
figuring in Monday’s game. Five of them were
Lutconians, viz.: Jarvis, Chapman, Fred Hewkes,
Jones, and Btansfield, The members of the
Bwindon team who did mot visik Luton last April
 were Skiller, Kay, Silbo and Ilavery. Kay and
Lavery played agaimst the Blues at Swindon lest
season, when the Railwaymen won 4—1, but the
other players are new. Skiller is the goalkeeper
eecured from Aston' Villa; to ‘make up for the
departure of Ling to antford and Silto is a
half-back from Barnsley. Ba.nmstor, the centre-
. lalf, McCulloch, the ocentre forward from Brad-
T ord Park Avenue, and Wheatcroft; the inside l&ft

" Rfifling, wore tho moat .nuh\blo absen pees,
aiton omade bub one chenge from  Saturday's
eam, Brown displacing Porter at outside right.




The teams were:—

Tuton—Jarvis; Chapman and Hedley; ¥ Hawkes,
Jones, and Trueman; Brown, Quinn, Smith,
Moore and Stansfield.

Swindon—8killer; Kay and Walker; Tout, Silto
gand Chambers; Jefferson, Fleming, Lavery,
Bown and Fenton. :

Referes: Mr A, Farmant, Bristol.

There was an unusually small attendance of
spectators when the teams lined out, but the
crowd was more than doubled before half-time,
and altogether the ‘‘gate’’ was quite 8s large as
could be expected for a Monday match. A four
o'clock start was guite late enough, and it was
delayed for @ minute or two on account of the
veferes sending the Swindon goslkeeper back to
put on a shirt which could be distinguished from
the bright red worn by his comrades. The in-
structions were not at all to his liking, But the(
referee was insistent, and Skiller eventually came
out in a grey sweater a la Jarvis. '

‘The talkative Chambers who captained the
Swindon team had the choios of ends, and elected
to defend the Town goal. From the kick<off a
hot pace was set, and the play was remarkably in-
teresting. Swindon were the first-to get dangerous,
a clever backbeel by | Lavery sending Fenton
through. The cutside lefi got close in, but Jarvis
showed splendid anticipation, and smartly snapped
up his cemtre and cleared. Play then settled
down for & few mimutes in the visitors' half, but
the only incident of mnote was a long shot by
Quinn *which afforded Skilter no difficulty. A
breakaway by Jefferson looked ominous for Luton.
Jarvis, however, was again successful in infer-

" cepting the centre, a feat he performed in clever
gtyle. : . .

' Six minutes’ play brought an albogether unex-
‘pected goal for the homnesters.  Stansfield and |
Moore broke away on the left, and from Harold's
centre Smith put the bhall across to the right.
 Quinn and Walker reached it at the same moment, |
end the back could easily have got out of the
ficulty by comceding a corner. Instead he tried
to beat Quinn, and the inside right came ont of
tho tussle on top, and was left with only the
alkeeper 10 heat at six yards range. It seemed
a thousand to ome againsi him scoring, as the goal. }
‘keeper had him ungi:d, and there was only &
few inches showing bet Skiller and the up-
Mgm Quinn, however, blazod away as hard as
~conld, and the fates were in his favour. The
kept mather low and Skiller, who involuntarily

@ little asido, wo unable to keep it out




of the met. It was quite the best thing Quinn
has done on the Luton ground, and it made him
a big favourite with the crowd.

The Blues supporters were highly delighted with
this early success, but like Dickens’ Oliver Twist,
they wanted more. For some minutes. il looked
as though their wish would be gratified; and
Swindon were rather lucky to escape. Skiller had to
come ont to fist away a beautiful centre by
Stansfield, and then a couple of excellently judged
cenires from Brown led to an exciting time Tound
the goal. There was any smoun of miskicking
going on in the goalmouth, Blues and Reds being
equally at fault, and eventually a nasty sibuation
was relieved.

» o e

A breakawsy by the Swindon left, saw Jarvis
called upon to deal with e smart shot by Fenton,
bpt Luton were soon back to the attack. En-
couraged by his early success, Quinn was showing
an amount of resource and dash altogether
foreign. to his previous displays, and he was pro-
minent in many of the homesters’ attacks. One
splendid piece of work led fo the left wing getting
into action, and Moore distingnished himself. with
s fine shot wh_wh Skiller dealt with in masterly

style.

A chort period of excitement round the Luton
goal followed from & cormer wrongly awarded io
Swindon. ' Thers was a fear that the mistake
would prove fatal to the homesters, bui Jarvis
successfully coped with an awkward shot from
Bown, and after a deal of hard work the Luton
defence broke up a determined attack. A frée
kick against the Railway men placed the Blues
on the aggressive once again, Smith calling upon
Skiller with a smart piece of head work. The
ball came out to the right, and Brown, heading
into the centre, enabled Quinn to make a dash
for goal. It was & dash, too, and & hat shot
struck the side of the net. The movement de-
served a better fate, for Quinn was undoubtedly
pushed by an opponent in the penalty area, and
this muzt have gpoiled his shot.

|

{ Di:ectly afterwards Smith tmd to break through
from a centre from the left, but the Swmdom
'backs sandwiched him and gave him a sovere
ghaking. A particalarly smart piece of combina-
tion by Quinn and Brown led to Ernie workmg his
way through. Uoming inside, he made a capital
phot, but Skiller jumped up and held the ball,
and, avoiding the ntbentmm of Bmith, oleuad in

fine style.



The game wae being fought out with splendid
| keenness, but the Bloes were so far well ‘‘on
| top.”” They were repeatedly pressing, and al-
| though the Swindon defence was superb Skiller
had a great deal to do. Onco the defence war
completaly out-mancenvred and the Blues were
very unlucky not to score. A centre from Brown
passed clean across the goal mouth to Moore, wha
was within three yards of the goal line, but the
inside left was obvicusly taken completely by sur-
prise. He made no effort to bring his shooting
beot mbo action, and the crowd gasped in dismay
as he ran the ball cver the line.

After this Swindon were rather more in the pic-
ture. Their attecks became more persistent and
before the pressure was broken up the visitors bad
drawn level. Uhapman's attempt to clear a dangor-
oms looking centre from Fenton was nof attended
with very great success, apd Lavery pounced upon
the ball in good position. Bide stepping Hedley he
eent to Fleniing, who was unmarked, and the intet-
national bhad no difficulty whatever in landing the
ball out of the reach of Jarvis.

This occurred about a querter of an hour before
the interval, and right up to the change of ends
Swindon “continued to be the more dangerous.
IF'red Hawkes saved an ominous looking situation
by the convessian of a corner, and from this a
weak clearanco by Trueman puaved the way for a
hot shot by Silto, which Jarvie wae well content to
tip over. Dick had to leave his goal to hand away
the resultant kick, end then Tout missed by a few
inches with a trimmer. Quinn led a Luton break-
away, and Brown’s centre wae a beaunty, but it
came awkwardly for Moore, who failed to control
the ball when admirably placed. The Blues also
had & narrow escape just before the change of ends. ‘
Jefferson got off, and his centre left {he inside men
in admirable position. Bown was forced to hand
over to Lavery, but the centre man really cught
to haye scored, shooting well over with only Jarvis
1o beat. Heuce the half-time score was:—

LUTON, 1; SWINDON 1.

Tuten were the first to settle down after the
change of ends. Smith snapped up the ball from
the goal-line,” and with & back-heel pass gave
Brown 2 good chance, but Ernie’s centre was a bit
too high for Moore.. A free kick just outside the
penalty area aroused a great deal of excitement.
Jones’ trick of feinting and allowing Hedley to take
the shat did not come off, ag the shot was beaten
down, but the pressure was mnot unattended wirh
anxiety to the visitors. With the ball rebounding
across to the right Quinn missed a fairly good
chance. Brown recovered and landed into the
centre, and Smith neatly touched to Moore, who
was whistled up for offside just as he was about
to smash the ball into the met.

For fully twenty minutes the Blues continned
to do the greater part of the attacking, buf the
defence was so sound that they rarely became
really dangerous. Smith was nbout‘ ‘the only one
ta call upon Skiller, and this was a very tame
affair.  The Swindon right wmg made repeated
| efforts to but was nearly
always getting offside. Eventually some bungling
by Chapman enabled Fleming to get to cloge quar-
ters. The angle was a difficult one, however, and
although the shot was a smart one Jarvis experl-
enced no difficulty with it. Then Hedley let in
Jefferson with a miskick, but the back was quickly
after him, and the Swmdnn player failed to steer
ﬁ]; ball out of his rem:h ﬂmugh he “made fhreo

orts.

A long droppmg !hot frem Silto gave Jarvis all
‘he could do fn%ﬁue]\ it over the bar, and directly
aft&rga;d’s Cha.pm _effected a very lucky clear-
ance. Then Luton had another lock in, and from a
"eomer Jones shot in along th grmmd, and Stans-

he | A lang




l was floored by the centre forward he got the ball

away. In ihe last two minutes the Blues pressed*
very hard, and the Swindon defence were hard
put to it to keep the scores level. Fellowing centres
by Brown and Trueman one of the backs nearly
headed in, but Skiller was always on the alert. A ‘
corper to Luton was cleared amid -considerable ex-
citement and immediately after “‘time” was.
whistled with the score:— 5.

 LUTON, 1; SWINDON 1,




COMMENTS ON THE PLAY AND
PLAYERS.

Without = doubt Swindon are again this season
to be numbered among the swerles) teams in the
Scuthern League, snd the Blues are to be compli-
mented upon giving them such a hard run. Tt was
o particularly interesting game right through, and
just @ littie luck would have been sufficient to turn
the scales erther one way or the other. The Hail-
waymen had a front lino composed entirely of the
players. who played together for the greater part
of last season, but they are not considered the best
forward rank Swindon can put into the feld, and,
with the exception of the right wing pair, they did
not show up as well as the Luten vanguard. The
visitors were, however, the strongest in defence,
and this was what enabled them to hold their own,
for the Blues did by far the greater part of the
Attacking. 4

Perhaps the two most notable successes on the
home @ide were Hedley and Quinn, The back was
always conspicuous, and towered head and shoul-
ders above any other player on the field. The In-
ternational, ¥leming, and his speedy partner, Jeff-
ersom, were always too much for Trueman, who
was hardly so gocd as usual, and it was only Hed-
ley's sterling work that pr«wnu.d the pair from
working havoe which other tearms have experienced
at their hands. - ‘l'ime after time he nipped in and
spoiled their moverents, and, with the exceptiom of
u couple of miskicks, his kicking was superb. It
was Hedley's best display this season, and it 1s
o great pity he has nof a more useful partner,
Chapman does many smart things in the way of
tackling, but he kicking does not improve a bit,
und he seems to possess no understanding with his
partuer. o

In coupling the name of Quinn with that of
Hedley, | am nof intending to make any compari-
scm, nor, indeed, am L desirone of suggesting that
Quinn cameé secorl in order of merit among the
Lutcn players. All T intended to convey was that
his display surpassed, by very long chalks, any-
thing that has been preyiously seen of him by the
Blues' supporters. 1t must bave been a treat to
him to experience expressions of commendation
from the crowd, and it is {0 be hoped he will now
endeavonr to enhance his popn!anty. I am told he
showed great impr and
certainly on Monday he doserved the encouragement;
he received. ‘Lrue, his old faults were in evidence,
but he exhibited an amount of fearlessness and
resource which had hitherto been lacking, and if
he can maintain that dash and combine with it &
little coolness in front of goal he may yet live up
to hig reputation as a goal-gefter. He may mnot be
a forward of the same class as his older colleagues,
but there is no reason why he should not! be a less
pronounced weakness than has been the case m
some of the matches. 2

As to the other forwards, Smith was as usefal ag
ever; always to the fore when there was forceful
work to be dome. lirnie Brown was given more
chances than has been the case recently, and both
be aund Stansfield did much that was geod. Moore
Wwas not so serviceable as in some former games,

Jones Was the most “prominent &t half, ‘and 6

more need be eaid of Jarvis than he did all that

could be humanly expecbed. #
—_—

Excepting for their right wing Swindon were most
prominent in defence. Tout, at Tight half, and
Kay, at right back, were perhaps the pick, b\xt all
were briliant. Chambers, the captain, was about
the least conspicuous in y}.ly, but he made up tor
this by s taliative procuvities and his throw-in
feats. ‘'here are few halves who can ihmnr in 8o
far and with so much advl-n’ﬂge»bm heir g
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