Southern League.

o

WITH LUTON TOWN

» LUTON LUCKY.,
b 4

Croydon Common Complain of ‘

an Equalising Goal. ‘

By “Vigilant.” 1

|

To exiramely plessant weather a crowd of be-
tween five and eix thoussad gathered m the Bury
Park enclosureon Saturday afternoon with expects.
tiong of sesing Luton Town fairly wipe the floor
W%Croyd(mComman,them.ﬁautaofﬂmSouthern
Leagme, They wers doomed to disappointment, and
but for an exiremely lucky imcident in the last
five minutes their disappointment would bave been
even grester. The Blues certainly did make rings

mumlt.‘mRubmm,sofarastheplaywasoom3

cerned, for the greaber part of the game, but they

were o lony way below their best form, and goal |
pcorinyg  seemed completely oub of their line

Chance after chamos went begging, and when ten
minubes from time a gifs goal was missed it szemed

odds on Oroydon winming by the goal they. scored
sarly in the second hslf. The disgrace of sustain-
ing the firsh defeat of the season at home at the
bands of the tesm against whom Northampton
ran inbo double fizures was, however, averted by
an oqualiser, which wes nof omly lucky but also
wpen: bo grawes doubf.,
The Blues had Moody back in place of Moore at
incide left, and Fry made his firsh appearance in
the first team’s goal, Jarvis' having been unwell
gince last Tuesday. Bob Hawkes was fairly satis-
fied with the trial he gave his amkle in the Herts
% Middlesex mmatch on Thursday, but he has nob
mtumadfothebmbonxmm. Hamnygobo
Mxﬂwall!nm:tSuimmﬂ:m.m b

The - Reollxdmg bmmg’htpmchoal}ythen'bsbmﬂ-
mble slde Ryun, the cemtre-half secured from the
Crystal  Palace, was the only absentes” of note.
Titat well-known player, Boden, who has figured-
with Clapton Orient, Aston Villa and Reading, was
aitilised at centre-half, and his place at left back
was taken by Taylor, who appeared at Luton in
tbe South Eastern match on the first Seturday of
the season. Alf Gittins; wiho wag with Luton three
seasons ago, also made his second appearance of
o semson op the Shrawhatters' ground. Alex
‘acdonald, who left Lubom at the same time as
mm,hadbemselewedwphymsuurdny,amd
portrait figured on the match card, but at the
!tmm.thcnﬁeodidamforﬂadky one of his
]wg'lmofhstmm. -

ﬂuﬁmwbmmmmmbwm

d‘ﬁrg;’bym A. W. McQue, of Catford, were
—Trys anpand H .
mm@a{m gl ei{br B’swhs,




Luobon lost the toss«amnd Smdth Yicked off towards
ghe Town end goal against che wind. Brown wes
not amongst the Blues when they took the field,
but he arrived balf awyminute later, and was enthu-
giostically welcomed. . 1In the first nonute Smith
got close in and strock the side of the met with
% splerdid shot. Then Croydon mrade tracks. Gor-
san placed out to Erost, and the latter’s centre
passed right across the goal. Chapman kicked
weakly, and Hadley was enabled to. test Fry's
sbilities with a.beauty. It wag a fast daisy-cutter,
and Fry neatly -picked:up and clearad.

Play comtirmed fo rube-round the Iaton goal, and
z.wbh:er shiot ' by Hadley was only an inch or two
too hich. A huge puunt by Chapman at last sent
the Blues off,.and Starnsfield forced an unproductive
eorner. Jooes, Smith and Browm figured in a
pretty bout of passing, which completely outwitted
the Robins’ defence. Brown's centre was, however,
‘fntercepted by Christie. A fast run to the other
end saw Gormean almost get clean through, True-
fran saving splendidly at the cost of a commer. Al-
though very fast, play was not particularly .grrben-
esting. Croydon were doing the greater part
the attacking, but their shooting left much to be
desived. One of the best efforts was by Frost, and
Hedley wag lucky to get in the way and comcede
& cormer.

Mondy, Stamsfield’and Smith were associated in
® smart movement, which was ended by a foul on
&eoantre-forwmdhalfadwenya.rdsmztadetha
penalty area. The free kick proved of no service,
‘Emith ehooting very weakly from Jomes’ pass. A
second free kick a moment later was made better
neo of 'by‘ Hedley, and, play for some few minutes
‘i@u pmiled, bu:to ‘the Blues were soon' back
; n. Quinn was prominent with e free individual
effort, and was unlucky to have his shot inter-
spted.  Smartly recovering, he essayed n.no{ﬂmer'
"rwh zt laokad sting, and Hewitson cleared.

M&mddng*ﬁmmkonthewt, though
w'lwtlebybdmpm'hner who.eemedqrmte‘




unable to do the right thing. A particularly clever
piece of work by Harold seemed likely to be effec-
tive, but Hewitson wag on the ball before Smith
could do any good with it. A moment later Quinn
- was really brilliant. Receiving from Brown, he was
badly fouled as he ran in, but he nevertheless got
his shot, in, and Hewitson effected a fine save against
the upright. Next the inside right sent Stans-
field off, but Christie’'s head barred the way for
Harold's centre. Stansfield made another efiort
and sfiuck the side of the net.

' The popular outside left was again in the picture
'@ moment later. A free kick for hands, takem by
 Jones, wag placed out to him, and hig centre was a
finely-judged effort. Moody’s head sent the ball
 micross the goal, and Smith, amid great enthusiasm,
}oaprumed it on the linc and neatly touched it indo
the cemtre, only to see the ever-watchful Christie
| get into the way and deliberately kick out for a
corner. The excitement was maintained for some
minutes, but Christie put an end to it with a
magnificent; clearance.

For gome minutes Croydon tlen monopolised the
play but never became really dangerous. A fine
run by Brown and Quinn came mear bringing about
the downfall of the visitors’ goal. The ball brushed
Christie’s head, and Stamsfield was robbed of a
splendid chance by being whistled up for offside
—a mistake which wag very umforfumate for the
Blues. Arother effort by Brown resulted in a cor-
ner, and from this Stansfield got in a stinger. Its
career was stopped by Christie, and from the re-
bound Jones hurled in another hot ome, which
missed the mmrk by inches.

Urdammted by the bad luck which was atbending'
kis grand work, Stansfield delighted the crowd with
a really great run of the dodgy typs His centre
was muddled, but the outside-left followed up and
again landed across to the right. This time Smith
seized on the pass, but had his shot beatem down,
and then Fred Hawkes dashed through to the rescue

 and, running in to within ten yards of the geal,
i blazed away. It was a rare handful for Hewitson, |
and he did well to save it. Thoroughly deter-
 mined, Fred endeavoured to put the finishing touch
to a sterling piece of work, and just as he loolked:
likely to be successiul Christie appeared on the
‘scene and gotb out of the difficulty by giving away ‘
'a corner, from which Quinn headed by. It was
quite the best piece of play during ithe balf, and
 descrved a goal

For the last few minutes of the half play was
generally round the Luton goal. Boden lost no
chance of potting, and was usually near the mark,
and Fry also had to fist away a fine shot from
Gorman. Chapman wag applauded for two capital
clearances, one from a centre dispatched by Frost
across the goalmouth, and ancther from the foobt
of Colpus when Hedley had been well beaten. MAn.

other effort by Colpus looked nasty for Luton, but
fortmmately there were only Blues in the goalmonih
\wwwmng hiy cemtre from the goalline. The right
wing comtinmed to give trouble right up to the sig-
nal for half-time, but they failed to achieve any
tangible result. The last few minutes’ play had
seen o remarkable change in the pame, but the
superiority of the Blues in the earlior stages had
been o promounced that the visitors were flattered
in being able to crosg over with the soore:

- LUTON _ 0




Croydon were the first to chow mup after the re-
start, and Fry had all his work cub out to tip a
heauty from Frost over the bar. From the corner
kick Gorman headed wide. Smant work by the
Blues’ right wing took the ball to the other end,
but Moody tested his shooting ability at too long
a range to be dangerous. Hedley smartly pulled
up Croydon’s left and sent Stansfield off, but the
most Harold could do was to fdrce a corner. Frost
slipped Hedley, but Chapman headed away an

ominous-looking centre.

The first really exciting imcident wag provided
by Moody, who worked through in really great
style and shot spiendidly. Hewitson saved an
ob]_vqlw shot close to the ground and wag only
Just in time to clear off Quiun’s foot. From this
the Robing' left got going, and, to everyone’s sur-
prise, scored after eeven mjnutm. It came from s
corner, Frost coolly heading well out of the reach
of Fry.

Smith made a desperate effort from the kick-off
to bring about an egualiser, and Hewitson had all
he could do to hold'a hot left-footer. The visitors
were quickly the aggressors again. Frost ran right
through, but Chapman epoiled his dhot, and Fry
had no difficulty in saving. ‘A free kick to Luton
gave rise to some exciting moments round the
Robins’ goa.l The backs apparently thought the
ball was going cut, but the emergetic Smith was
there and kept p.lay going. The ball came out to
)Brown,butbmshot was beaten down, and Fred
Harwices broug‘ht the incident to a close by shoob~
mg wide.

The hopes of the mas’ supporters were raised
by Smith sending Moody through in fine style, but
were promptly lowered again. Hewitson came oub
of goal and cornered Bert, whose shot was dis-
appointingly wide. Luton were now pressing hard,
but their attack was not at all effective. Not,hmg

 seemed to come off, and the most damgerous shot
for some time was a huge kick by Hedley, which
Hewitson fisted away over Smith’s head.

Shortlyaftatthzsﬂwcmydmgoalhadasmes

tried to make amends, but his shot was beaten
down. Harold recovered the ball and sent across
tatheng Quinn seemed to he in a good posi-
‘tion hmbutthebaﬂmenwkwﬁly,mdhm
shot wasyanixboohx,h. At the other end Fry
made two brilliant saves. He came out, and suc-
oeededmsnwtbmnngnshob from Co}pns, and was
able to get back to goal in time to hand away
Froet's centre. : :

'[tlrt:ntns(:.'h:.u::aesofpu.llm.a thegamemrbofhhe
fing were jgradually becoming beautifully less.
They -attacked with the utmost desperation, but
seemed unable to press their attacks home. Smith
eventually landed the ball into the net, but the
wlnst].e had just previously gone—apparently for
some infringement; of the lawe by the Blues. Brown
shot wide from a centre by M Bex-ﬁ 'baaded J
‘Just from r %




‘ earlier shote that had been hickily stopped in this
way. Still, it did, amd Moody, Jones and the goal-
keeper all went for the ball simultaneously, What
happened it was impossible toses, but while thefhree 4
wezweoantahegrou:n:d.Iom:e:seuppersuredbotnxrnrh‘he1
bal] into the net, and the referee pointed to the

cenitre. The Croydon playerg at oocesst up a2 strong
appeal, alleging that the scorer was offside and had
impeded the goalkeeper, but the referee adhwered
to his decision, andwbm&th:eda.gam. |

The(}mydonplaym'swemen&enﬂym'yan—5
noyed with the decision, and several of them made
no a’o’oemptbokaeepthewl in play during the few
remaining minutes of the game. Lubon mrade omne

or two likely runs, but the nearest approach to a
goal was when the ball passed clean across from
a ocrmer gained by the visitors. Chapman managed
togetrba.way,andbhewhmtlewem;mstasthe
Blues were getting to close guarters with the final
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PLAYERS.

L ]

"COMMENTS ON THE PLAY AND !

The Blues were undoubtedly hicky to escaps de-
feat in the way they did, but it would have been
extremely hard lines on them if they had been |
beaten after the preponderating share they had of 1
the play. The Robins are one of the poorest sides |
Luton have met this seasom, and had they shown l
anything like their form the Blues would have
won comfortably. They never seemed to get imto |
their proper swing, and their work near goal was J

It was a disappointing gwme all through, and
was ‘only® prevented from beconring really flat by
the pace that was maintained and the occasional
flashes of brilliamce exhibited. Fry. acquitied him-
self admirably in his first Southern League game
for Luton, but he did mot hawve a great-deal of
trying work to do. It was moticeable how careful
Hedley was to cover him as often ag possible, a.nd{
the old Leicester back was undoubtedly the hero
of the match. He shone comspicuously at almosh
every minuta of the gamse, and even improved on
hig display against Swindom. |

The only other regular players to-do themselves
justice were Quinn and Stansfield. The mside right
is evidently bent upon improving, emd if ail the
forwardg had reached his standard the result would
have been a victory. Stmosfield quite spoilt one
of hig best exhibitions of the season by that missed
godi of his. It was a thousand pities, for Haxrold
had been displaying such clever footwork im the
feld.

The rest of the team were painfully off colour.
quiteumblebodotherighttﬁmg;chmm
good and bad by turns, and the halves were a long
way below the usual standand.
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