The Southern League.

LUTON v. CROYDON COMMON.
Played at Luton on Saturday. Resuit :—

Luton B B 1 goal.
Croydon Common........... 1 goal
Teams :—

Luton—Fry; Chapman and Hedley; F. Hawkes,
ones, and Trueman; Brown, Quinn, Smith,
foody, and Stansfield. ]

Croydon—Hewitson; Christie and Tayior; Yen-
won, Boden, and Hadley; Frost, Colpus, Gorman,
gittins, and Fodgkinson,

Roferee, Mr. A. W. McQue (Catford),

Perhaps the poor quality of the play seen on
he Town Ground on Saturday afternoon was
luo to the fact that Luton thought they had |
ot a soft job on. Croydon occupy a lowly posi-
ion in the table, and it is a matter of history
hat two or threo weeks ago Northampton beat
bhem by 10 goals to nil. As on other occasions
«then Luton have met with weak opposition, they
Jayed far below their us—al form. 8o poorly did
ghey play, in fact, that they only very narrowly
zscaped dofeat.

It is true that Linton had two-thirds of the play
Ja the first half, and that Croydon did not de-
zerve the lead they obtained a few mir=tes after
iho interval. But although Luton had the greator
part of the play, they did not inspire confidence,
and it was only by a stroke of particularly good
dortune that they equalised in the last two
ainutes. The goal which gave Luton a point will
2ong be remembered as one of the softest scored
@ the Town Ground. It was the result of a long
diot, and there was more than a suspicion as to
48 being a legitimate point. ;

Most referses would not have allowed the point.
But truth to tell, Mr. McQue was. rather weak.
Another outstanding incident in the second half
aappened whon Stansfield found himself a few
gards from goal with only Hewitson to beat.
‘The chances seemed to be about a million to one
that Harold would score. Evidently he himself
Doked upon the issue as a certainty, for he
ﬂmp} kicked the ball, using very liftle force.
ge‘m son, however, put out his right arm and

st cleared, giving a corner. Stanefield was as
torished as anybody when he realised what had

Dppened.

In order to prevent any misundersteding, let
% bo sald at once that Harold was by no means
o worst forward. As a line they lacked finish,
snd it was the worst game that these five men,
;gken 28 a whole, have played this season. In

irness to them, however, it must be stated that
ey did not receive the usual support from their
2alf-backs, who were tco much inclined to sky
she ball. Hedley was very sound at back, and

ty, although suffering from nerves, did nothing
Jor which he could be blaumed. There were ‘six
#Housand spectators, and ths weather being fine,
shero was an urusual array of straw hats, con-
4ddering the lateness of the season.

Luton kicked off without Brown, but he came
m to the field half-a-minute later in time to see
#mith shoot on to the side of the net. Croydon
Were not long in getting away, and Gitting was

ovented from meeting a centre from the right.

#ry saved a fairly Jong shot from the centre-
alf, and then Hadley shot just over. ood
slearance by Chapman enabled Scansfield to get
#way, and he forced a corner, which Christie
#leared witk a hege kick, sending the ball out of
@he ground. : -
. A free kick for a foml on Gittins did not lead
@ anything except that Hedley hurt his foot in
Zicking the ball up the field to his furwards.
Borman, who seemed to be offside, looked like
Fotting through, but Trueman rushed across and
#4ave a corner. This, like the one which followed
%, off Hedley, was cloared. It was a noticeable
eature of the play hereabouts that the Croydo.n
ttlves Wero fgnd of shooting, but generally their
attempts went over.

J ongs took a fres kick close in, and Smith had
#e chance of taking a )j)ot shot, but the ball
gurled out. The Luton left wing attacked, and
wme hard shots were tried, but each time a de-

nder was in the way. Good play by Smith

abled Quinn to get away, but he tried to do

o work on his own when he might with advan-
ago have transferred to Moody. Another run on
the Luton loft Jooked dangerous. Smith ran in
o meot the ball, but’ Howitson rushed out and

1deared.



Quinn then worked his way up th ﬂ
mt in a shot which Howitso% s;wed.e ﬁ?{% ?;;s
-slmost dispossossed by Smith, but managed to
tick the ball out of play near the corner flag. A
gice . run by Btansfield was finislied with a splen-
fid centre. Christis headed back to him, and this
lime Stansfield shot on to the wrong side of the
fl?tkir :sr;)erfl: ogjf! t-hedCi';)lydonf men were vigorous in

6 , A o referpe addr i
of caution to one of the ba,ckg. e

In the succeeding play, Mr. McQue was at fault
In not stopping men who were ofiside. Moody all
but headed through from a centre by Stansfield.
Smith obtained possession wide of goal, and
centred, but ono of the defendrrs cleared, giving
a corner. This was followed shortly afterwards
by another obtained by Moody, and led to some
exciting play, a prolonged attack ending in True-
man kicking over. Luton had almest monopolised
ptay for some time, and when Croydon did get
a.vzay, Gonrixa.n wag given omiide.

vory nice centre was put across by Brown
and Moody hsaded. Stansfield was near enougl
to have a scoring chance, but he was given 0%_
side. Yet another corner fell to Luton’s lob, and
it dproduced another warm fime for the Croydon
defence.  Stansfield deserved to score with a hard
shot, but it cannoned off a back, and Jones sent
wide. Btansfiedd tricked two opponents, and Fred
Hawkes put in two shots, the second resulting
in another corner, which Quinn headed wide. I
vvas a good attempt, however. :

Boden next put in a long shot, which travelled
by the post. The centre-forward then tried a
shot, and Jomes ralieved after Fry had fisted out.
Chapman wad applauded for rushing across and
kicking out when the Croydon right wing was
becoming dangerous. The visitors left made the
running, and Gitéins finished with a weak at-
tempt, the ball geing wide. Frost, ths speedy
outside right, canght the eye with a piece of
good play. He went right to the goal-line, and
tipped the ball backward, but none of his col-
leagues were near enough to take advantage of
vhat would have been an easy chance. :

Croydon were awarded a couple of cornsrs, buot

{id not have time to take the second before half-
dme. They were very fortunate to be cn egual
derms, for Luton had enjoyed by far the larger
ghare of the play. The first incident in the
sscond half was a hard shot by Frost. Fry tipped
it over. From the centre Gorman tried an over-
head kick, but the ball went wide. Brown was
then given offside as he was meeting a pass from
Smith, a decision which caused some indignation
on the part of the spsctators. :
. A bard shot from Moody caused Hewitson to
fiing himsalf af the ball, and no one was near
enough to put it thiomgh. Croydon then went
away on the left and forced a cormer, from which
Frost headed thromgh ten minutes after the re-
start. Lumion immediately attacked, and Smith
calied upon Hewitson with a hard shot. Then
Frost had a turn, and he might have run in, but
Chapman rushed across and tackled him just as
he was shooting, the result being that Fry was
able to save. z ;

A free kick for Luton might have improved tha
homs team’s position. The backs evidently
thouzht the ball was going out. Smith rushed
them, and Brown was able to get in a shot. = This
was met, and ¥. Hawkes shot over. After Croy-
don had attacked, Moody received from Smith
twenty yards from the visitors’ goal. The inside-
left was unmarked and had a good chance. He
took the ball wide, however, and then shot over
the corner of the goal. A hunge kick by Hedley
landed the ball in the mouth of goal. Hewitson
fisted ugwards, and play was stopped, owing
apparently to a foul by Smith.

The Croydon goal then had two or three nar-
row escapes. Another big kick by Hedley enabled
Quinn to pass to Moody, who failed to trap the
ball, Stansfield’s shot was beaten down, but he
recoveredt and centred to- Quinn, who was in an
awkward pwsition and shot over. Colpus found
himself in the front of the Luton goal with a
splendid chance, . but Fry got in a kick, and a




' dangerous sitnation was saved. At the other
gt]%océ(lim%ezgtre frog:l Moody was met by §roarnnd

10 shot over with considerab] ’
Sh&’“%hha"g tcentred. ngderabxa force when he

Dimith put the ball into the net, but th .
had blown his whistle for g foul a mogzel;iege%%e—
ic?ra. ‘Seme of the spectators shouted “ Penalty,”
gdt‘ the foul was committed outside the area by
Smith. Brown took a corner nicely, and Moody
headed over. Stansfield ought to have gcored
from a centre by Brown. He steadied himseif
about three yards from goal, but Hewitson put
oz}t. his fist, and the only result was a corner,
which was followed by another.

Five minutes from the finish Luton’s chances
scemed to have vanished. The play of the Croy-
don men had improved since they obtained the
lead, and as the home players had failed to profit
from the many chances that had come their way,
it was almost hopeless to expect them to pull the
game out of tho firo now. Butf the unexpected
happened. Stansfield obtained another corner,
and the ball went out to Quinn, who was more
than fen yards from goal. He returned the
sphers, and it went into the net. ;

As there was quite a crowd of players in front
of goal, it was impossible to sea precigsely what
happened. The version related by Jones directly
after the match was that he and Moody wers in
{front of the goalkeocper. He kept Hewitson coff
and also touched the ball through.  When the
crowd had come away, it was seen that both
Howitson and Jones were cn the ground, with tha
latter on top. Under the circumstances, it seemed
that the goal cuzht never to have been allowed.
The referee gave it, however. This happened two
minates before the finish, and although Croydon
torced ancther corner there was no more scoring.

There is not much to add about the players.
Fry was in goal because Jarvis was ill, and it
was evident from the way in which he went
about his work that he was nervous. The backs
again played well up the field. Hedley was by
far the better of the two. F. Hawkes was the
pick of the halves, who were for _once quite
moderate. It is difficult to say which was the
bast forward. - Quinn has been improving in
recent matches, but he still holds the ball too
long. Moody, who returned to the line
after the injury sustained in the Charity Cup
match at Watford, was never prominent, and the
others were not in their usmal form. On Satur-
day’s play the defence is the strong part of the
Jroydon feam, although Frost is a good outside-
right. Macdonald was picked to play a$ left-half,
but it will he seen that his place was taken by
Hadley. Gittins did nothing worthy of comment,
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