The Southern League.

MILLWALL v. LUTON.
Played at Millwall on Saturday. Result —

Tinton: e, 2 goals.
Millwall 2 goals.

The teams were as below :—

Luton—Jarvis; Chapman and McCurdy; F.
Hawkes, Jones, and R. Hawkes; Brown, Quinn,
Smith, Moody, and Stansfield.

Millwall—Joyce; Stevenson and Jeffrey; Gar-
rott, Wilson, and Blythe; Stirling, Martin, Twigg,
Brearley, and Sempls.

Referee, Mr. J. Iliffe (Worksop). :
The return of R. Hawkes and Jarvis was looked
upon with satisfaction, and notwithstanding Miil- |
wall’s recent improvement, it was felt Luton would |
make a hard fight for honours. Although McCurdy
had signed on durini the previous week, it was
not the intention of the directors to include him |
in either team on Saturday, as it was thought |
better to give him a proper chance to get intol’

|

condition after his long rest. Unfortunately, on
Friday morning Hedley fell out of the ranks as
a result of a trial canter. He had been doirg
light training since his injury against Creydon,
but right up to Friday morning was cxpected to
play. In attempting to kick the ball, howaover,
he badly wrenched his ankle once more, and his
inclusion was altogether ont of the questicn.
Therefors McCurdy came into the team, it being
considered his experience wouid stand in good
stead, notwithstanding his lack of training.
Millwall, on the principle of lstting well alone,
turned out the identical team tkat won at Park
Royal the previous week, and the London papers,
without exception, tipped them for easy winners.

The day was a wretched one anywhere, but the
outlock on the Is’e of Dogs was truly depressing,
and it was no surprise to find the banks almost
deserted when the game commenced. At no time
couid there have been more than 3,000 spectstors
gresent.‘ But gates of these dimensions will soon

o a thing of the past in the opinion of the Afill-
wall officials, for they are quite jubilant over the
fact that they have at last secured an ideal spot
for 2 new pitch, and the plans were inspected with
much satisfaction by the members of their board
of directors jnst before the game started. All the
arrangements were graphically described to a
small crowd of Pressmen and the Luton officials
by Mr. S8keggs, who had been to Town to conclude
the preliminary arrangements with the London
and Brighton Railway Company, whe will be the
new landlords, although the Mil’'wall Club have to
lay the ground cut.

The ground appeared to be in rather a bad
state, and it tock both teams a littie time to
setile down, the ball being soon very difficult to
judze on account of its greasy surfaco, and mis-
kicks were of common occurrence. Jarvis was
first called mp, and he did well to stop a hard
drive from Sgirfing, but Luton were quickly at
the opposite end of the ficld, and forced the first
corner of the masch. Quinn and Smith each iried
a shot, and the latter’s drive had the misfortune
to hit Steyenson and rebound out of danger. A
few minutes later Smith got right through, and
Joyce, with splendid judzment, dashed ogt and
Just got to the ball a yard in front of Smith, or
a goal must have been the resulf, for there was
0o oro else within half-a-dozen yards.

JLuton were quite holding their own, but a long
kick up the field found their defence unprepared,
and after two or three players on ocithor side had
tried to get in a clear kick without any tangible
rosult, Sﬁrling dashed into the melee and drove
the ball through from a difficult angle. It was
s good goal, inasmuch as Btirling accomplished
what he intended, while proviously both attackers
and dofenders seemed afrald to put boot to tlie
ball. An ear!y goal means much, but it was not
more than three minutes before matters were level
once again,
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Brown, who had several times shown a clean

air of heels to Jeffrey, got across a grarndly-
Fudgod centre,. and Smith quite simply nodded
the ball away from Joyce into the net. It looked
so simply done that the spectators could scarcely
realise that a %031 had been scored; any way, no
demonstration fellowed. Semple was the caunse of
a hot attack on Jarvis, but the Luton goalio got
down to the final shot and cleverly prevented a
gCOTO At the same time he was rather badly
kicked, and &hgufpme had to be stopped and
Lawson’s aid reguisitionad, but this was not long
about, and the match was quickly in progress
again. The referee was not giving much satis-
faction to either team, apd his offside decisions
were questioncd pretty often. Smith was certain-
ly well on-side and in a really promising position ,
when Mr. Iliffe pulled btm np on one occasion in

articular. Still the game was fairly even-all the
ime, and neither gide would havoe grumbled if
the scores had besn equal at the interval.

Just as everyone was preparing for the referee’s
whistle to call half-{ime, a most unfortunate in-
cident bhappened. By the clock, it was rather
more than a minute over the regulation °45,”
but this miigt be explained on account of the
tempora stoppage mentloned above. although
many officials would have ignored such a slight
affair. But apparemily BHMr. Iliffe believes in
giving the spectators the full ninety minutses, for
he was observed to take off tima for a miskick of
Chapman’s which happened to go-over the cheap
stand in the second half, and both halves were
extended by a coupls of minutes at least. Bui to
come to ths imcidemt referred to; the ball was
centred from the home rk§ht wing, and Jones was
standing about a yard inside the penalty area
when the leather struck his outstretched arm.

Thers was no danger of a goal, as both backs
and Jarvis were weil placed, and Jones had not
the slightest se to handle; indeed, he had
scarcely time to think of such a thing when the
ba'l came over, for it was travelling at a great

ace and came somswhat unsxpectedty. Any way,
he ball did hit his arm, arnd the referee, without
hesitation, pointed to the {atal spet. Luton were
dumbfounded for a moment, and then Jeres in
particular impressed vpon the official that he had
made a mista He so far gave in as to consult
both linesmen, but the resait was the same, for
a penalty it was, and Stevenson drove the ball
into the, far corner of the net, and thus gave
Mi'lwall a most undeserved lead. The game was
not re-started, for as the Elayem weore making
thlellrdwa.y to the centrs of the field half-time was
called.

Smarting under the Injustice of the penalty
award, Luton played strongly on the resumption,
and Moody shot in finely after a spell of gzood
midfield work, but his sffort just failed. Twigg
also tried to improve a couple of chances that
foll his way at the other end, and indeed once he
drove the ball through, but he was obviously off-
side. Corners wers lxl)retty frequent, but nore were
woll placed. and the game simply jogged along
for‘qmto.a.oonsiduablo jod. About the most
oxciting incident during this stage was a finely-
placed free kick taken by Btevenson, his shot
smkm% the crogsbar with a bang; a fow inches
lower In his alm might have spoilt Luton’s
chances of even ome nt.

Moody broke thromgh, and Joyce once more
coming well ont of goal, Brown made a dash to
kot first to the , but he could not quite
nllan&go it, and the Millwall glant saved the situa-
Bon. Jones did his best to convert a centre from

rown, but Abe’s shot was too wide, and passed
oViol' the line for a goal Kick. owever, Six
;nnutes from time Smith settlad on to a pass
Jm(;n the right, and although both Stevonson and
cle rey were barring the way, he shook himsolf

oar of them and neatly turned the ball into the
O‘mmulto corner of the not to where Joyce had

]cod himself. It was a very clever goal, and
provese®orved to gatn the point it eventuaily

I(iv?,d to have done. '
d““ on wore afterwards all over tho Millwall
“ktinco, and soyoral times wore within an aco of
g‘mt'}xghm lead. Three minutos from tho finish
By ad }Jnrd lineg Indeod in failing to socure
e "d,B‘Ot. Luton were pressing hotly af -the

mony, -a40d Joyce ab one ond of tho goal was
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quite a couple of yards out when
to the Luton centre, and he attemtg}zdbatg ggﬁg
surs by leiting drive af the opposite corner, but
In doing thig he got it just an inch or 50 too far
and the ball striking the bottom of the upright,
.cannoned right across the goal-mouth to Joyce,
who would thank his loeky star for sach an un.
expecied onnortunity of getting the ball. If “this
goal had materialised, Luton would have got ng
mora,tha_n their deserts, for they were decidedly
anlucky in having their opponents leading twice
during the game. Siill it is curious how often
daring the Dresent ssasen Luoton have done really
We%l after thsir opponents have secured the lead.
Com;ng to individmals, it will be first asked
how did McCurdy shape, and it is satisfactory to
bs able to say that he gave evidence of good
Judgment after he settled down. It was a big
test of stamina to turn out with practically no
real training under the conditions prevailinz at
Millwall, and if he confessed he had had guite
enough of it at the finish, it is not at all sur.
priing. But the fact remains that the Luton
back division were safer altogether and gave more
confidence than in any provious game, that is ag
a2 pair. I am not saying that sither Chapman or
McCurdy played as brilliantly as Hedley in the

- Swindon mateh, but on Satnrday thers seemed a

much better understanding, and Chapman cer-
tainly kicked with muach bebter jedgment, while
his tackling was as good as over. Indeed, it was
gonerally remarked that Semple had not been
held up so effectively in any provisus match tfhxsi
season. - 4

It is also good to know that Bob stood the
game and decidedly sérengthsned the middle divi-
sion. He and Jonss wers playing splondidly to-

gother, and Bob’s passss to his centre-haii Wero |

at times really clever; indesd. geveral times
during the match they toock the ball down the
field in orthodox forward style. On Saturday,
Luton’s right wing were the betier pair, and al-
though Quinn scarcely gives Brown sufficient
work, matters are decided’y tmproving in that
direction. LSrg)ithhprovgd mmsoég once dmorgmjitsxgg
the pivot Lnton have been wanting, an pr

to keep well in the van of Southern League goal
scorers.

Stevenson was Millwall’s most prominent player,
and his kicking was wonderfully eclean and well-
timed even with a gressy ball. He was the best
back on thoiﬁelg:d but t;n no othar poaikiogt iicl)inng
Millwall claim van over Lutom,
being the pick of the g;n{ rank, but no better

than Brown.
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