The Southern League.

NORTHAMPTON v. LUTON.
Played at Northampton on Saturday. Result —

Northampbton ............ 6 goals.
Taton' = sy i Soinn -5 1 goal.

The teams were as under —

Luton—Jarvis; Chalgmnn and McCurdy; F.
Hawkes, Jones, and R. Hawkes; Brown, Quinn,
Moody, Moore, and Stansfield.

Northampton—Thorpe; Bonthron and W&kes 5
Manning, Lloyd-Davies, and McDiarmid; Walker,
Walden, Whittaker, Lewis, and Freeman,

Refereo, Mr. J. H. Smith (Doncaster).

Although the Fletcher system of arranging fix-
tures has prevented holiday dates being devoted
to tho meetings of Luton and Northampton, theso

ames are still looked upon as tho “ local Derby
in each town, and the match at Northampton on
Baturday was adverbised as such. Three to four
hundrod Lutonians were presont on the County
@round, but they were in a subdued mood all
through, the early goal apparently having itg
effcct. Both teams wers called upon to make com-
pulsory changes, and, as events turned out, the
Cobblers wero happy in their solection. The fact
that Watford had beaten the locals on the pre-
vious Thursday laft a nasty taste apparently, and
tho homo players were anxious to put themselves
right with the spectators.

Moore was the only change from the victorions
gide of the previous week, but this caused Moody
to take the centre to enable the less experienced
player to havo his nsmal position. On the other
hard, Northampton had a regular shuffie up. Bon-
thron was making his reappearance after suspen-
glon, but as Lloyd-Davies was calied upon to take
centre-half vice McCartney injured, a reserve in
Wykes was given the position of left full-back
and Bonthron crossed over. Forward, only the
left wing were the regular pair, Whittaker com-
ing imto the centre from tho extreme wing, and
Walker taking his place. This made a vacancy
at insideright, which, as an experiment, was
given to young Walden of the Reserves. Walden
Is an ox-Wellingborough Redwell Star player, and
does not stand more than 5fb. 3in., weighing
about 8st., but on Saturday ho mado a mos! sen-
sational Southern League debut. Still he may not
always have such a gentleraanly half opposed to
him, and then his lack of weight may teil against
him.

Luton started In good style, and Bonthron had
to rush aerogs the field to the rescue of his part-
ner, who had been beaten for pace by Brown.
Everything promised a fast, even game, for each
end of the field was visited several times during
the opening four minutes, ard the defence of both
teams proved themselves woll able to deal with
tho pressure and thus retarn the ball. But here-
abouts a disaster occurred, for Walker, who was
yards behind McCurdy, had the ball passed up to
him from the centro of the field. The Luton
players at once appealed for offside, and (it is
difficnit to understand the referes allowing the
Northampton winger to go on, for he was stand-
ing quite cloar, and it was an easy sitnation to
gizo up. Anyhow, Walker was not pulled up, and
passing inside to Walden, the latter beat Jarvis
with a sharp cross shot. It was a good‘af-tempt,
and quite delighted the home porticn of the crowgl.

Although nadurally upset ate snc|h an_early
official blunder, Luton more’ than held thclg own
in midfield for a oonsiderable penpd, and Stans-
field in particular was kept fairly busy with
corner kicks. Thorpe played a daring game with
these, but his enterprise paid, and he mvanabl:v
managed to clear the ball as it came across first
time. Tho nearest Luton came to scoring during
the opening twenty minutes was a long shot from
the vicinity of tho corner flag from Moor’a, whcz

gone outeide to take a pass. Moore’s sxhod
would have gone just inside, and indoed apx}earod
almost through when Thorpe dropped on to it an

ust managed to ge! it away before either of g:e
iuton forwards could get up. From one of the
mumerous cornsrs Quinn got a chance fmm&‘z ?e-
turn from the goal-mouth, and he erWIJtIY {;‘OVG
the ball in low down. Unfortunately, it passe oré

e wrong gide of the upright, otherwise l'tt musd
have scored, for Thorpe was abt the op Oﬁﬁe if;s
of the goal. A few minutes later Bo th.
took a pase from Quinn and tried a shot Ont Ixs
own Tgorpe, however, saved this in good style.

The referee, who had allowed the Cobblors v{kl‘ng
mea to get clear away sevoral times wth)enr b?é‘
woro ohyiously offside, now mado  anotho inan
ugdar by awanlaga pesally esiel G ERss

i o ball. Reaily !
i tonabe mistaks, for Uhwpman foll down,
and his hand just touched the ball while oni i
round near the goal-ine wido of Lhe1 lpp{_ ghui
he ball would havo gone out for a goal-kick
gl i s0 that the ruilng was\
for Ch failing on it, #o tha !

Yalen drove the ball
doubly unfortunate, but as Towis Mt
direct to Jarvis whon taking the penalty, ‘
direct harm camo of the incident.
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Since McCurdy and Chapman have come to-
gether again the back division has been looked
upon as more solid, but they fell below their
standard on Saturday, and neithsr player was up
to form. Thus Jarvis had a difficuld fask, and
was compeiled fto leave his charge pretty often
to try to prevent a score. Sometimes this had the
desired effect, but, as the report above shows, he
was helpless on ofher occasions. ‘

Bonthron was the best back on the field, and
his old partner, Lloyd-Davies, was a regular wor-
rier at contre-half, albeit the latter was not too
serupulous in his methods, and Moody bad severai
nasty knocks. -Locally, Walden was the star of
the combination, but this was in soms measuro
due to his thres goals, and, as a line, the Cobblers
were the hottest quindette Luton have met (his
82800, B
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