The Southern League,

NORTHAMPTON v. LUTON,
Played at Northampton on Saturday. Result —
Northampbton ............ 6 goals.
Laton c.semim iaiin o 1 goal.
The teams were as under —

Luton—Jarvis; Chalgman and McCurdy; F.
Hawkes, Jones, and R. Hawkes; Brown, Quinn,
Moody, Moore, and Stansfield.

Northampton—Thorpe; Bonthron and Wykes;
Manning, Lloyd-Davies, and McDiarmid; Walker,
Walden, Whittaker, Lewis, and Freeman.

Refereo, Mr. J. H. Smith (Doncaster).

Although the Fistcher system of arranging fix-
tures has provenied holiday dates being devoted
to tho mestings of Luton and Northampton, these
games are still looked upon as tho * local Derby
in each town, and the match at Northampton on
Baturday was adverbised as such. Three to four
hundred Tutoniang were present on tho County
@round, but they were in a subdued mood all
through, the early goal apparently having itg
effcct. Both teams were called upon to make com.
pulsory changes, and, as events turned out, the
Cobblers wero happy in their selection. The fact
that Watford had beaten the locals on the pre-
vious Thursday left a nasty taste apparently, and
tho home players were anxious to put themselves
right with the spectators.
 Moore was the only change from the victorions
gide of the previous week, bubt this caused Moody
to take the centro to enable the less experienced
player }o have his usuwal position. On tho other
hand, Northamptoa bad a regular shuffle up. Bon-
thron was making his reappearance after suspen-
glon, but as Lloyd-Davies was calied upon to take
centre-half vice McCartney injured, a reserve in

vkes was given the position of left full-back
and Bonthron crossed over. Forward, only the
left wing were the regular pair, Whittaker com-
ing into the centre from tho extremo wing, and
Walker taking his place. This made a vacancy

insideright, which, as an experiment, was
given to young Walden of the Resorves. Walden
is an ox-Wellingborough Redwell Star player, and
does not stand more than 5 ft. 3in., weighing
about 8st., but on Saturday he made 2 most sen.
sational Southern League debut. Still he may not
always have such a gentlemanly half opposed to
g?m, and then his lack of weight may tell against

im.

Luton started in good style, and Bonthron had
to rush acroes the field to the rescue of his part-
ner, who had been beaten for pace by Brown.
Everything promised a fast, even game, for each
end of the field was visited several times during
the opening four minutes, and the defenco of both
teams proved themselves woll able to deal with
tho prossure and thmns return the ball. But here-
abouts a disaster occurred, for Walker, who was
yards behind McCurdy, had the ball passed up to
him from the centro of the feid. The Luton
players at once appealed for offside, and it is
difficnit to understand the referee allowing the
Northampton winger to go on, for he was stand-
ing quite clear, and it was an easy sitnation to
#zo up. Anyhow, Walker was not puolled up, and
passing insids to Wa'den, the latter beat Jarvis
with a sharp cross shot. It was a good attempt,
and quite delizhted the home portion of the crowgi.

Althouzh nadurally opset ate such an early
official btunder, Luton more’ than held their own
in midfield for a oonsiderable psriod, and Stans-
field in particular was kept fairly busy with
ecorner kicks. Thorpe played a daring game with
these, but his enterprise paid, and he invariably
managed to clear the ball as it came across first
time. Tho nearest Luton came to scoring during
the opening twenty minutes was a long shot from
the vicinity of tho cornsr flag from Moor?, who
: gone outside to take a pass. Moore’s shot
would have gone just inside, and indoed appeared
almost through when Thorpe dropped on to it and
}fmt managed to get it away before either of the

uton forwards coold get up. From one of the
Rumerous cornsrs Quinn got a chance from & re-
turn from the goal-mouth, and he promptly drove
the ball in low down. Unfortunately, it passed on

o wrong side of the upright, otherwise it must
have scored, for Thorpe was at the opposite end
of the goal. A few minutes later Bob Hawkes
took a pass from Quinn and tried a shot on his
oW, orpe, however, saved this in good,style.

The referee, who had allowed the Cobblors’ wing
mea to get clear away several times when they
wero ohviously offside, now madoe another big

lunder by awarding a ponalty against:Chapman
for handling the ball. Reaily this was almest an
unpardonable mistake, for Chapman fell down,
and his hand jnst touched fhe ball while on the

round near the goalline wide of the upright.
he ball would have mone out for o goal-kick but
for Chapman failing on it, #o that tho ruilng was
doubly unfortunate, but as Tewis drove t;ho ball
direct to Jaryis when taking the penalty, no
direct harm camo of the incident. A i




Chapman, however, was somewhat mpset, and
did not appear so steady afterwards. After Linton
had had a couple of ungrodective corner kicks, a
breakaway on tho part of Lewis sottled the result
of the match. Chapman should easily have pulled |
bim up, bat he lot the crack Cobbier marksmani
in badly, and aithough Jarvis dashed out. he |
could not fiuster Lewis, znd the Iast—mentioned‘
player pub through the open goal. This was tho‘
real turning-point of the game, for although
Luton never gave up in despair, they did not
afterwards seem likety to redeem the sitnation.‘
It is trme still anothor corner feli to Luton as a
r&}ulg of a lefit-wingz attack, and Stansfield placed
this in fine style, Thorpe only preventing a scoro
at a second attempt over the heads of eeveral

layers. This was the only exciting incident be-
ore tho interval, which came five minutes after
the secend Nerthampton goal.

The game was scarcely restarted before a lucky
poiut went to the credit of the Cobblers. Free-
man pubt over a centre from the first run down,
which Jarvis came oubt to meot, but Whittaker
hecded away to Walden befors Jarvis could
gather, and Walden put in a tame sort of shot.
McCurdy was in the way and shounld have easily
prevented this netting. He slipped up at the
critical moment, however, and missing the ball
altogether, saw 1t pass between the uprights. This
was a very soft point indeed, but it was only
snother nail in the coffin, as it wore, and the
excursionisia gave up what little hope they had
entertained.

Within a yery few minutes Freeman got clean
through again, and sent the ball across in great
style. Jarvis came out and turned this away for
a corner kick, bumt it did pot prevent a goal. for
to the purprigse of the crowd Walden jumped up
from nowhere, a8 it appeared, and headed through
hig third goal of the match. How he was allowed
to reach the ball is a mystery, for he was by far
the shortest player on the fisld, but the fact re-
mains, and the smectators were almost prepared
to.rush on the field to congratulate him.

A dash down the field by Brown led up to Luton

forcing slill esrpother cormer, and this time they
were rawarded, for Thorpe, with his usual tactics,
came out to meet the ball without getting it
_away, and Moody promptly headed through tho
open goal. There was even now a chance to put
a little better complexion on the game, and for
a fow minutes Luton kept up the presanre. but
another briltiant rush down the field by the home
forwards cuhminated in Lewis mesting a centre
fromn Walker, and, with Jarvis in two minds,
Lowis drove homs No. 6.

For some few minutes the mist which bad been
in evidenee sints the interval threatened to stop
the game, snd during the clesirg quarter of an
hour the lizht was vsry bad; inde2d, the home
officials were getiing a bit fearful as to the match
being finished. I sapposs the gathering darlness
musé be pub down as an excuse for yet another
efiicial blunder, for Bonthron nndoubtedly handled
in the penally area whem stopping a centre irom
Brown, but no notice was taken of the incident.
Possibly a somewhat similar incident was missed
2t tha ooposite end of the field, for the crowd at
that goal set up a greabt sbout when Jones got
the ball away en cme occasion. But it was reaily
too dark to foilow the play from the stand with
any certainfy during the final stages. :

On the whole Lunton pressed at this psriod, but
gill another goal fell to the Cobblers, Whittaker
heating Jarvis with what was put down as the
finost goal of the match by those best able to
sea, of 'whom I am convinced Jarvis was not one,
for it was by him before he could think. This
;ﬁaait gozl was only a couple of minutes from the
n

Undonbtedly Norfhampton wers the better side,
but they were sxtremely hicky in getling such a
biz margin in their fayoux, for at intervals Luion
were seon to considerable advantage. In front of

2al, howover, the Cobblers’ forwards were always

o more dangerous-leoking quintette, and their
working for openings very clever indeed. |

Luton sadly missed Smith’s dash in the middle,
and Moore did not settie down right through the
match. Apparently he had rot confidence in him-
galf, znd fsr too readily parted with the ball
Rtansficid as a conscquencs did not have a chance
fo get into postfton for taking a pass. Brown was

robably Luton's most dangerous forward, but

on ho had ibo weaker back to face; still, it
would have heen batter tactics to have kept the
ball on his side of the fleld. Jones was the pick
of the middle line, the captain being considerably
hamperad by Walden’s cheeky methods, but he
was guch a little chap, and Bob iz not the one to
take advantaze of amy player’s handicap in this



Since McCurdy and Chapman have come {o-
gother again the back division has beon looked
upon as more solid, but they fell below their
standard on Saturday, and neither player was ug
to form. Thus Jarvis had a difficult fask, an
was compolled to leave his charge %ty often
to try to prevent a score. Bometimes had the
desired effect, but, as the report above shows, he
was helpless on ofher occasions.

Bonthron was fhe best back on the field, and

 his old partner, Lloyd-Davies, was a regular wor-

rier at centre-half, albeit the latter was not too
scrupulous in his methods, and Moody had several
nasty knocks, -ELocally, Walden was the star of
the combination, but this was in soms measure
due to his thres goals, and, as a line, the Cobblers
wore the hottest quintette Luton have met this
OGSO
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