The Southern League.

LUTON v. EXETER CITY.
played at Luton on Saturday. Result :—

Faten e oo ianto oid B 3 goals.
ExetersCity. oo 1 goal.
] @ L
Teams :—

Luton—Jarvis; Tedley and Potts; F. Hawkes,
Jones, and R. Hawkes; Brown, Quinn, Smith,
HMoody, and Stansfield.

Exeter City—Crossthwaite; Crelley and Jones;
Atkinson, 'Mierney, and Iartley; Green, Watson,
Harrison, Bell, and Garside.

Reforee, RMir. }L’;tchforqe (Sheftield).
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For the second consecutive Saturday Luton were
at home, and this time the visitors were Exeter,
who came into the League last season. As the
corresponding fixture last season resulted in a win
for Exeter by 2 goals to nil, there was a doub:e
satisfaction about the victory of the Blues on
taturday. At cne time it looked as though the
gamo would end in a draw, but with goals added
by Fred Hawkes ard Hedley, the result was as
given above.
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There were not five thousand spectators when
tho game slarted, and with the weather fine, al-
though ‘cold, the conditions were very favourable.
There was some comment upon the fact that Potts
was included at lefi back for no other apparent
roason than to give him a trial. It was not sur-
prising, porhaps; that he sufiered from * nerves.”
Taroughout the greater part of the game he
showed a great desiro to  hang back,” and it was
only towards the eud that he real'y played with
anything liko confidence. He was undoubtedly
weak, and it would certainly be rizking too much
to include hirmn in the team against Breatford for
next Saturday’s Cup-tie.ﬂ “ :

The game was fast, especially in the first half.
Exeter- are by no means a poor team, ard they
camo with a good reputation, having beaten Ports-
month in tho week by 5 goals to nil. They never
left off trying, and might have met with a beiter
fate. But there could bs nc doubt about the
gupecriority of the home team, and those two goals
which came late in the second haif were well de-
served on the run of thf piay.'

Smith kicked off against the wind, and Harri-
son scored an offzside goal in the first minute.
Pwo very good centres by Erown then threatened
danger, but both were cleared. Luton came again,
and receiving frem a free kick taken by Hedley,
Smith dashed between the backs and scored. The
ball hit one post and rebounded to the other be-
fore it went in, completely beating Crossthwaite.
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Thig happened in less than thres minutes after
the start, and it encourazed Luton to put in some
kot attacks. Brown put across several splendid
centres, one of which was headed by Moody, but
the goalkeecner caught the ball. Following a
contro by Stansfield, Quinn shot hard in the right
diroction, but an cpponent happened to be in the
way.  Moody almost scored from the resultant
corner,
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Midfield play followed, and Ixeter had two or
311'00 pot shots at goal. When Luten came again,
Crolley brought Smifh down in the penalty ares,
but the referee took no notice of the offence.



About this time it was noticed that Abe Jones,
who was playing a great game, had hurt his
ankle. He kept on ‘playing, and after a while was
comparatively none the worse for the mishap. |

For a time play ruled slightly in favour of
Exoter, but they were never allowed to get really
dangerous, Hedley being in good form, and to a
groat oxtent making wp for the deficiencies of his
partner. A clever pass from Smith gave Stans-
fiod a chance, which he promptly took, and
Moody charged Crossthwaite as he was saying
The custodian did not appreciate the experience
and limped slightly.
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Brown tricked two men and centred, but Abe
Jones headed wide. Then Harricon broke away
and looked like scoring. With both backs bsaten,
Jarvis came out, but he only kicked the ball a
fow yards. He was some distance from goal when
Be'l received. The Exeter man, realising that he
had a good chance, shot hard—and much too high.
e repeated ths performance a {ew minutes later
when Exeter got down, after Quinn hzd been
prominent in a couple of' attackf by Luton.

(=]

A ceniro from Green, the Exetsr outside-right,
went across the mouth of goal, and was returned,
but Bob Iawkes oventnally cleared. At ths other
end Crossthwaite always seemed to bs in the right
place, but he was almost beaten by one of }oody’s
headers. A corner resulted, and Jones headed,
only to find Crossthwaite’s hands blocking the
way.
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A pretty movement on the part of the Luton
front rank ended in Brown obtaining possession,
and he was given offside, much to ths dissatisfac-
tion of the spectators. Brown appeared to me to
be ofiside, but IMr. Pitchford was a long time
raking up his mind. A sustzined attack om the
Exeter goal came next.. Crossthwaite saved from
Moody, ard a shot by Quinn went across the goal.
T'he ball was returned, and Quiznn had another
ry, Crelley this t‘}me hei{ding bfhind. = »

Then just as the infterval was drawing near,
Exeter equalised. Both backs had been drawn over
to the left, and when ths ball came acress to
Gresn he was practically unmarked. Bob Hawkes
was not many yards distant, but he was teo
far away to tackle the man. Green made progress
and then tried a rising shof. Jarvis evidentiy
though it would go out of play on the other side
of goal, but the ball rebounded off the post and
into the net. - ;
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For some time after the interval Luton attacked

in great style. A shot by Brown rolled alnng the

- crogsbar. Crossthwaite enly just saved an at-

tempt by Stansfield, and the ball went to Quian,
whose shot was too high. Smith tried to dash

hreugh, but the ball was bourcing, and he could

not contrel it sufficiently to sheot hard. A goed
shet by Quinn went off one of the defenders, and |
from the corner Stansfield gave Crossthwaite a
warm task.
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Then Exeter got down, and Harrison had a good
chance but kicked round the ball. “A -long shot
by Moody travelled in the richt direction, but
once meors the goalkeepsr was on the as'ert. Af
the other end Watson made a weak effort, and
Jarvis had no difficulty in clearing. A long shot
by Jones went over. A foul on Moody rear the
ccg'{neﬁ resulted in a free kick and a determined
attack.



wero gimilarly indugtrions, but it was a pity

The referee ought to have given a penalty for
a foul on Moody immediately afterwards. He let
the incident pass, but a little later the linesman
held up his flag. Stansfisld took another free
Kick near the corner, and after the ball had been
kicked by two or three other players, I'. Hawlkes
drove it into the top of the net. It was pleasing
to note that nrearly all the Luton players shook

hands with the scorer.
* * »

This happened a aunarter of an hour from the
finish, and aboat half-way from the end it was fol-
lowed by another point. Thero was a disagree-
ment between the two Jones quite forty yards
from tho Exeter goal, and the referee gave a free
kick. Xedley took it and sent the bail straight{
to Crossthwaite’s charge. Two Luton men dashed
up, and in trying to avoid them, the goalkeeper
missed the ball.
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Taking the play all through, Luton thoroughly
deserved their victory. After the work they had |
put in in the first half, it was decidedly rough
luck to cross over on leve! terms, and there was
reason bto fear that they mizght not be equal to
another ““forty-five” at tho same pace. Fortu-
nate’y, however, they kept it up to the end, and
their condition must be regarded as a high com-
pliment to their “tminer—and themseives.
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The halves were again in brilliant form, Bob
Hawkes once more showing wonderful cleverness,
speed, and erdurance. In my opinion, Bob has
never played better than on these two occagions.
Then Jones was simply indefatizable. He was all
that a centre-half should be—conspicuous in fsre-
ing the attack as in rallying the defence. Fred
Hawkos, too. was always in the picture, and every-
one was deiighted that it fell {o his lot to score
the winrping goal.
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Against such refolute halves, the Exster for-
wards found it very difficult to get moing, and
when they did find an opening, Hedley proved a
rare stumbling-block. Hedloy takes a good many
risks, and for that reason I cannot understand the
leaving out of McCurdy, whose experience and

judgment make him just*the right sort of partner.
4 »

The forwards made an exceedingly woil-balanced
line, and the amount of pressure they exerted
should have resuited in more geals. Brown’s
speedy sorints ard accurate centres were agzin a
feature of the play, and Quinn likewisa was
always to the fore. Smith played a very taking
gamo in the centrs, keeping his wings well going
and being ever on the alert to snap up anything
that came his way. Stansfield and Moody also
were aquite a success, the latier being much more
like ‘himgelf than in some recen't matches. :
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Under the conditions narrated, it is not a mat-
ter for wonder that Jatrvis had the least to do of
any man in the eloven. He was not often serionsiy
troubled, but when calied upon was ever ready to

give a gocd account of himself.'

The way in which Harrison burst through in
tho first minute, following upon his remarkable
porformance against Portsmouth, led one to ex-
pect fireworks in that direction, but for the most
part.-he wag effectnally bottled up by the home
halves, and, like the other forwards, had little
chanco of distinguishing himeelf. The visiting
half-backs were a trio of workers, and the backs

that the defensive tactics were not always as
gerupulons aj they might have been. Crossthwaite
rendered hig side excellent service in geal.
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