FOOTBALL NOTES and NEWS

' SOUTHERN LEAGUE.
LUTON v. SOUTHAMPTON.

A PECULIAR GAME. |
The match between Luton and Southampton
on the Ivy-road ground on Saturday afternoon, |
was in some respects of a rather peculiar char-
acter, While the Saints did all the scoring—
and all of it, too—in the first half, Luton
made a remarkable recovery in the second
moiety, and not only scored twice, but suc-
cessfully prevented their opponents from again
finding the net. The faé¢t was that having ob-
tained such a substantial lead of three goals
when they changed ends, the visitors were 1n-
clined to rest a bit on their laurels, with the
result that they all but lost the day. To-
wards the close they got a terrible fright, as
the Blues appeared likely to draw'level at any
moment. However, time was called with
Southampton leading by the odd goal in seven.
But had Luton had another few minutes lait
they would probably have equalised.

The weather conditions were ideal, the sun
shone as if it was glorious spring. However,
the state of the turf was not all that could
be desired, and the centre of the field was
soon churned up.  There were about 4,000
spectators. -

it may be recalled that last season Luton
won at home 1-0, but received a terrible
tcuncing away, losing at Southampton by 6
goals to love. The Blues also lost away this
season. by the odd goal n fivs.

. McCurdy is still: on the injured list, and

Hedley again turned out to do duty with
Chapman. The Saints had also one alteration
from their usual team, Jepp being at centre-
half instead o6f Robertson.

‘“« Bob ”’ lost the toss, and the visitors were
away first. They were held in check for a
! minute or two, and then Carter dashed through |
and scored with a shot which Jarvis seemed
to make no effort to get at. There was a bit
of luck about this point, but just atterwards
Jefferies had a great chance of adding to the
score, and missed. Luton gave away a corner,
which was cleared, and then, getting to the
other end, forced a corner m turn.

~ Play favoured the visitors, but Jarvis was
not to be caught unprepared again, and he
saved several shots in splendid style. Luton
returned to the attack, and looked like
' equalising, but the Southampton backs pre-
- sented a stout front, and the halves placed the
ball well forward. . A bad blunder by the
. Luton backs gave McGibbon a chance, and
that player ‘scored the second goal with the
greatest of ease. | .- ‘

Luton again attacked, and Burrows was as
pearly as possible beaten by Moody. A grand
centre by Brown gave Quinn a chance, blit:
the latter’'s shot went just over. The Saints.
" who had been going quietly for a time  got cii
' again, a fine passing run ending in McGibbon
- scoring with a shot that gave J%:\‘is no chance.
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The T.uton forwards, who seemed to play
better after each reverse, ‘made a sg}nﬁed
reply, and after excellent work by Smith,
Quinn scored. Luton played well after. this
success. but the Saints’ defence again turned
the attack. and a fine run saw McGibbon put
the visitors further ahead.  Halt-time g.rru"ed
shortly after. with Southampton enjoying the
substantial lead of 4 goals to 1.

The second half opened in favour of South-
ampton, and Hedley had to kick away a centre
bv Blake. Luton then got away, and Smith
was clogze in before Glover nipped  the ball
away from him, The game was now. pretty
even. but the Luton forwards were a bit more
dangerous at this stage, when near goal. Bur-
rows saved twice well, and then Luton got a
second goal, Moody rushing the ball into the
Pev.
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Keeping up the attack, Luton had hard lines
when a shot by Smith just grazed the uprigh?,
and went outside. Carter and Blake attempte:i
to take the game to the other end, but were
sent back, and from a forward pass Smith beat
Burrows, tut was at once ruled offside. Both
sides raised the pace considerably now, and
the backs were constantly tackling.  Luton

were now haing the best of things, and Smith
again sent in a capital shot just a tiifle wide
of the post. It was all Luton now, and
just before time Stansfield scored again. No‘h.
ing further happened, though the last minutes

were full of exciting play.

Result : Southampton 4 goals, Luton 3 goals.

[t was a big scoring game. But the fact 1s
it was the defence that gave Luton away. The
mistakes which Chapman made were entirely
- responsible for Luton’s defeat. Twice he
' should have easily cleared, but failed to do

so, and on both occasions it must have been
galling to the home forwards to see Jarvis
Leaten, Hedley was also shaky, and thus it
 was not surprising that Luton should have lost,
" but that they should have done so well. The
forwards, however, had their shooting boots
on, and couvld the backs have been depended
vpon, the result would havé been quite the
' reversa. But it is no good complaining. Until
the Town have a decent defence, they must
largely depend on luck for their successes.

. Luton, however, have got a good rtecord
this season so far as their home matches ara
concerned. Saturday’s was the second loss »n
the Ivy-road enclosure this season. The
Crystal Palace were the other victors.
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