The Southern League.

LUTON v. SOUTHAMPTON.
Played at Luton on Saturday. Result :—

Sottha gont et n i 4 gouls.
E%Lton”fl? ................... 3 goals.
Teams :—

T —Jarvis; Chapman and dcdlag: = T
11{1‘31{%}; Jones, and R? Hawkes; Brown, Quinn,
Smith, Moody, and Stansficld.

Sonthampton- Burrows; Rastham and Giover;
Johnston, Jepp, and Trueman; Bainbridge, Jel-
feris, McGibbon, Carter, and Blake.

Referes, Mr. A. G. Neale (New Southgate).

This season Luton have felt the financial striin
consequent upon an early exit from the Engligh
Cur: Competition. Therefors {here was a!l the
more reason for well-wishers to hope that the Clab
would have a good gate, and that the home team
would win on Saturday. The gate was not a good
ons, hcwever, only about four thousand people
being present, aithough the weather was fine

The game, too. was disappointing from a Luton
point of view. About twenly-five minutes after
the start Southampton were tealding by 4 goals
to nil, and seemed likely to run up a big score.
Their forwards adepted thrustful tactics which
completely nonplussed the Xuton detence. Fortu-
nately. the home players were able fo improve
their pogition as the game wore on.

The eariy successes of the Southam»yion for-
wards. led by that weil-known obportunist, McGib
bou_‘were partly due to the weaf{ne:._s of the home
backs, Chapman especially being to blame. Mean-
while the Luton forwards were playing their nsual
dhort-passing game, which was unsuitable on fhe
heavy ground and against such backs as Bastbam
and Glover.

It was hardly to bo wondered at that some cf
the spectators should feel on rather bad terms with:

~ themselves, but this did not justify them in hcot
ing the referee during the greafer part of the
game, Mr Neale did blow his whistle Tiequently
and two or threo of his decisions were wrong, bu
in the main he was right

Whe chief feature of tho first half had been ‘he
direct methods adopted by the Suuthampton for-
wards and their fine finish  In the sccond half
thay fell off, wissing several good opportunitiss
when it seemed that they must score. fhe Luton
backs improved, and Chapman’s  spoiling
tactics stood him in good stead, It i3 a great pity
that he and Hedley have not the knack of re
covericg themselves” quickly.

" Both teams wero at full strength. Luton de-
fended the town end in the first half. Within

. about a minute Carter, ths Southampton inside-

- left bad scored with a f2irly long cross sho: well
out of the reach of Jarvis = This goal was hat a
foretaste of what was coming. Almost immediate-

Iy Blako made a fine run and Bob Hawkes mis..
kicking in front of goal, Bainbridge was presented
with a fine chance, which he was nob quick enough
to turn to account.

Two or three times the Southampton- forwards
swept down the field in almost irresistible fashion.
Somehow fheir attacks were cleared. A very
prefby run-was {ken made on the Luion right,
Brown and Quinn passing and re-passing for niore
than half the length of the field. Bui their cleyer-
ness was of no use, for tkey took the bail too far

Bambndge. the Saints’ outside-right, then made
2 run on his own. He finished up by sending the
ball across the mouth of goal and out of play
agdinst the far post. This was a near thing, but
the next attempl wag nearer—right on the target,
in fact., Caiter burst through and centred. The
bali went off Hedlcy to MecGibbon who took deli-
berate aim, giving Jarv.s no chance.

Tha Lubon forwards ywere next o take up {he
running.  Mondy cenfred. and Burrows went oub
ag far as the penalty line, wherg he was fouled by
St’agnsﬁeld i a vain endeavour to get af the ball
which the goalkee cr had kept under his control
while at (he same fime conforming with the rules.
Brown next attracted attontion with a shot which
Surrows saved. Fred Hawlkes passed lo Quinn,
who lifted the ball a teiflo too h?gh‘. ;

Southampton’s fhird goal was not long in
coming, It was scored in {he play following a

corner. McGibhon trup?ed tho ball and scored

with a low shot But u thouszh three poals down

and fooling rather hewlildaroc the Luton nlayers

kept on trying. A strong kick forward by Jouks

peemod to give Smith o chance, but one” of the

L)ﬂ%%ﬂ»paswd on ta Burrows, who was ablo Lo
TN e e ‘o k.




VAL o
The Luton forwards next went down fths fie'd in
a line. but two or three of them got in each other's
way. At the other end MeGihbon put in a fing
shot from twenty yards’ range, and Jarvis had o
be smart to save. Then Rainhridge scored Souwil-
ampton’s fourth goal He ran down the wing,
ard Hedley was just able to tip the ball to Chap-
man. The latter missed it, however, and Bain-
“bridge. being left with a clear course, took advan
tage of the opportunity

Another fine shot from IMcCGibbon, who wa= quito
thirty yards out, was saved by Jarvis, who flung
himself at the ball and fell on it. A couple of
good atlemvnts by Jones anld one by Moody fol-
lowed. Smith next got down, but was prevented
from wettive fhrough, and Moody obtained pos-
session  From him the ball went to Quirn, who
made no mistake.

Thero was still a quarter of an hour to the intar-
val, but n¢ moere goals were scored in the firsh
half. During an attack by Luton there were loud
crieg for a penalty, and Jones pointed to one of
the ligesmen. who had signallied. but the refs-co
toot no notice. A little later Smith was twice
forled when near goal, and while the spectators
wero shouting, Burrows fisted out a long high shot
from Brown

Both the Luton backs were beaten by  Bain-
briJge, but Jarvis rushed out and clearcd. Smith
was given offside when in a good position near
tho penalty line, and there were loud cries of dis-
approval of this decisicn, which seemed to po
Wrong Another centra by Bainbridge found
McfSitbon with an open goal but Jarvis rusghed
out and pravented him from shosting. A Jittla
before the interval Moody made a gocd attempt,
ghooting just over. 4

Following an attack by Luton directlv afier the
resumption. McGikbon broke away and presented !
Blake with an open goal. Iis shot hit the far
post. and Chapman almost put through his own
goal, the ball fortunately going out of play. faon
afterwards Jones and one of the Southampton
{JIZI_VOTS fell in the penalty area. It looked as
hovgh a penalty should have been given against
Luton, but Mr. Neale took no notice of the
1nedent

Roth sidas attacked after this, and Chapman
was promirent with a picce of good work, robbing
both McGithon and Blake. Luton’s second zoal
was obtained by Mcody. A centre from Stanstield
wad tonched by onc of the backs, <nd Ruriows
tried to prevent the ball from going behind for a
COrnor. oody, why was on the ground, got his
foot to the sphere, and managed to-put it through

A good clearance in front of goal was made 5L
Chapman, and Luton making the running, Smit
shot hard over the corner of the woodwork. A run
and centre by Bainbridgo threatened danger,
McGibbon was on the spot and headed over—a
very near thing Hedley was successtul in an at-
tempt to stop MeG. bbon, and Luton acting on he
aggrossive, 'red Hawkes shot on to the top of the
neft

Jhe same player had a fine chance a minute
later following 2 corner, but shot wide. A lon
shot from Bob )awkes hif tho crossbar and ‘fel
bzhind Quinn, who was not in a position to turn:
the opportumtﬁ_to acconnt. Smith xut very dan-
rorous after thig, and there was some suspicion
abont the way in which Glover cleared, but once
again the referen paid no heed to the onlookers.

Another lacision which did not please the spec
tators was the ruling offside of Smith, who scored
with a fine cross shot. A little later Chapman peo.:
vented Jofferis from shosting, by falling and dlien
Fivmg a corner. Thig was followed by one for
Luton, and I, Hawkes shot hard amongst a erowd
of players. Gne of the ﬁgutham‘]}tm“ acks hap-
poned to bo on the goallino and cleared.

Whon the Ronthampton fq:,rwa,rd%wt away ‘n a
Mn? Hmﬂr,eoomad certadn to score, butb ‘Gm;ex. W
had a fino chance, shot aver, At bh%‘uth T ond
Btaugfie'd gear=d Twton’s third goal,  Smit




' natbed the movement, and foliowing Brown &
centre, the nutside-left had an easy task, simp.y
having to touch the ball through. This happencd
about a minute beiore the end, and was the extent
of the scoring

No doubt many of the spectators were fully con-
vinced tnat the resalt would have been different
if the referee had not made any mistakes, but it is
an undeniable fact that Southampton were the
better team. In view of the way they scored early
in the game it is almoct unbelievable that on tbe
previous Saturday Manchester City beat them at
the Dell by 5 goals {o nil in the English Cup
Competition :

With better conditions, there is little reason to

doubt that the game would have been well con-

test¢d. The Luton forwurds piayved well enougzh,

albeit they adcpted the :terccivoed style of play
which is so familiar. Brow:. wus the pest man in

tha iine, ard Smith play.i =¢i, but he was not

50 quick as the wily M(Giucin in getting oa tha

run. The halves were in good ,ezin. Enoegh has
been said abcut the backs. Wit regard-to Jarvig,

it may be said that he could hardly be blamed
for the goa’s scored against hita In one instance
he might, perhaps, bave done better, but on the
other hand he saved some very fine shots. ;

Tne behaviour of tho crowd was anything but
sportsmanlike. The spectators, or scme of them,
jeered the local players in the early part of the
game, when things were going badly, and they
boced the referee quite vnnecessarily. No doubt
the official did make mistakes, but he mght have
made a good deal worse in Luton’s favoar without
evoking a groan. -

Two otter visiting clubs obtained victories on
Satnrday, Leyton being succesgful at the Crystal
Palace by 2 goals to 1, and Coventry City at
Riicto! by 1 goal tu nil Reading drew at West
Ham (1—1), Croydon Common with Queen’s Park
Rangera (4—4,, and Southend at Brighton (1-—1).
Tho other resnlts were ;:—Northampton, 2, Miliwall
1: Norwich City 5, Brentford 1; Exeter City 3,

ew Rrorptan 2; Portsmouth 5, Watford 0;
SBw!ndon, 4, Plymouth 1




	Southampton H LN
	Southampton H LN2
	Southampton H LN3

