The Southern League.

LUTON v NORTHAMPTON.
Played at Luton on Saturday. Result :—

Northampton o 3 goals
TV} Vi 8 S0RURORT o nil.

aTns
o arvis; Chapman and Polts: T' Hawkes,
nd R. M. Hawkes; Brown, Quinn, Smith,
and Stansfield. \

No: mpton—Thorpe; Bonthron and Brittan;
Manning, McCartney, and McDiarmid; Whittaker,

Walker, Lessons, Lewis, and Freeman.

Reforoo, Mr C. C. Fallowfield (Streatham)

The weather on Saturday was about as bad as
wo have had it this season, and tho ground was in
an awful conditio [ ud ere fo be seen ail
over tho centro of the pitch. and before the players
had boen long at their wark. the water and mud
woro churned up terrihly  Phe conditions for the

a enough t6 scare away the more
sequently there was not half so
good o wate as would have asscmbled had the day
been like Friday for instance % 3

Bob Ilawkes lost the foes, and a wind, which
blew diagonally acroes tho ground, hi'ld to bo
faced by the Luton men at the start. Northamp-
ton brought a fair, and noisy, following with
them. and they broke into cheers and indulged in
bel wing w):e{nuthe visiting players weore hay-

better of the game.

ln;{[é?&y had the gfmu been commenced when
{he smoko from a chimney on firo blew across tlie
ground and obscured play, and for a_short period
ono could hardly see across tho pitch. Polts
robbed Lessons very carly, and when tho North-
amplon forwards again appeared at the Luton end
bo smartly relioved the pressure Luton then had
the bettor of the game, and Bounthron only just
:ded conceding a corner by placing the ball
near the fag into touch.

Tossons and Walker led an attack, and passing
to Erseman. that playsr should have scored, but
failed to kick the ball straight At the other end
Quinn looked to have a chance, but ho Kicked toa
far forward, and Thorpe got there first.  Smith
drove in hard. but just missed the goal. Jones
next knocked Walker over, and Walker bowled
over Jones, to the merriment of the spectators,
who felt a little amesed at the muddy plight each
man found himself in. !

Poth cides played very lively foolball, and
Northampton making an assauit, Chapman smart-
1y robbed the left wing and sent along to Smith,
but Thorpe rushed out and cleared. Brittan again
failed to hold Smith, and Bonthron coming oppor-
tunely to tho reecue, counld only place behind for
a corner, which proved useless. Lessons gave
Jarvis a teaser right in' the corner of the goal,
whilst Lewis looked to have Jarvis at his merey,
but considerately placed outside the net

ng kicking was then the order, and once
Bmith received tho ball in a good position, but be-
fore he could turn round the defence was on him
and smothered the shot Moody crossed the goal
with a hot centre, which passed over too quickly

1o be sccured. Brittan set his forwards on the

move, and Freeman and Lewis were going merrily
- for goal when Chapman dived for tke ball and
" pafely secured. ;

Jarvis next made a sonsational save from Free-
man, whilst he cleared again just later. North-
ampton were having tho botter of the game, but

Whittaker endsd a combined attack by kicking

weakly wide. Stanefield showed fine judgment in

taking a sho! at goal, but thero was not enough
owder behind the ball to get past Thorpe, who
eld it firmly Jarvis ha¢ been playing a splon-

did gamo all tho way through, but next was

gullty of a bad error. Lewis shook off Chapman

and shot. Jarvis got to tho ball, but failed to
ho'd it, and as it fell at the feet of Lewis, tho
lattor very easily netted a soft goal.

There was very little of interest in the remain-
dor of the firet half. Northamplon were brought
up for a foul, but in the encuing play Smith
hoaded over the bar. The whistle counded almost
immediately for half-time, when tho score stood :—

Northampton, 1 goal; Luton, nil.

_The first incident after the resumption was a
little _interchange of *‘courtesies ” betweon Potts

and Whittaker. The lalter was kept off the ball

by the back whilst it rolled over (he goal-line, and
then Whillaker hacked Potts, and Potts hacked
him back Trom tho goal-kick Northampton again
topk up tho running, and Manning put in a long
vhot which Jarvis holped over the bar. Luton
broko away from the corner kick, but Stansfiold

sont tho ball hehind the goul .

Play ‘aboat (his time becamo rather raggad
until B, Hawkes and Quinn were menacing Thorpo,
but Dboth wers from shoofing unfil

' ‘mall opening and drove straight
for it. Thorps made a dash and just prevented
the ball going fn at {he corner. Bonthron auite
needlegsly Couled Bob Hawkes, and the free kick
led to an utlack on ftlie goal, but Thorpe proved
very gafe, and clearcd shots by Smith and Stana-

8

el

Tho ¢lippery turf eerved Levcons a irick when
he looked almost throveh the Tuton defenco Jones
twico handjed tho ball deliberately, but the goal
wag well packed and the atlacks were cleared
A conlzs by Treeman wae luckily saved by Pobts,
though at (he danger of samo facial disfiguro.
nient, and at tho gecond atlempt Hreeman sont:
bohind tho goal.

Fton then had {he Inxory of o corner, thia litfle
advaniare being forced by Trrown, who took the
Kie The boll fell on to Rrittan'y head and
hounend ncrocs to Joned, who lifted the ball over
tha bar just andnch or so fon high, One of {ho
moet atelking sholy of the seakon wen pent in by
Bob HMawkes,  Somo (hirty yardd from woal he
Yleked the badl and gob o dolightful skid on if,
Tb geeinod fairly 1o fly juel nbovo the ground for
the cornor of the nol, only for Thorpe Lo fall down
and punch AL reund (ho corner of tho post

Misfortune wan roon Lo follow for Lifon  North.
wmplon hroke awny. and wlely adonting the
wing-bowling game, the ball wan crossed from one



side of the field to the other very neatly, with the
result that Frecman was left in possession. He
drow into goal, and at o ni i

foot pile-driver, and before Jarvis could fall on it
the ball was in the net, making a couple of goals
to_the visitors' credit i

Northampton wero not doing all the attacking,
and one very finc shot by F. Jlawkes deserves men-
tion. Thorpe, as usual, ar was also
displaying his prowess betw. and he
gathered a hot drive by Walker and disposed of
it in first-class style. Lessons kept the pot a-boil-
ing with another, but {his, too, was saved hy
Jarvis, who was rewarded with a good' deal of
applause % A

Luton seemed to enjny a little of fortune’s rare
smiles when the referee awarded the homo eide a
penalty. Quinn was moving ouwards to got c(?so
to Thorpe. when McDiarmid fouled Quinn. The
reforee pointed to ke epot, and JSones preparcd
to take tho kick. Gne of tho Northampton players
had a fow words in Abe’s car, and Joncs was evi-
dently surpriced by what he heard, for his aim
was nob -quito s> fruo as ve He placed direct
{o Thorpe, who canght the 1, and the next
ocond discovered that Jones was there {oo. The

istle wenb, and a frea kick was awarded
Northampton. N o ,

Luton were not discouraged by this little mis-
hap, and at once got down. Brown kept the ball
from going oul and put to Quinn, but Borthron
was thers also and there was a chase across the
ground Suddenly Smith back-heeled fhe ball,
only to find that no one was behind to take it
eveept rpe, and ho quickly disposed of it to
tho satisfaction of Northamnion,

uite the last incident of the game was a goal
by Northampton An aftack was cet up on ti
right and Walker shot. Jarvis stopped the ball.
but cculd nob prevont it going to Lewis. who had
{he casiest chance in_tha world. and eently {apped
it into the net. registering Northampton’s third
goal, The return o fhe centre of the field was in
the nature of a formality, for, directly after the
re-start the whistle sounded for time, leaving
Northampton victors by three clear goals

Two of the goals were ¢ gifts.”” “and had the
visitors won by a single goal margin it would not
have misrepresented the actnal attacks made,
Jarvis saved brilliantly at {imes, and so did
Thorpe, but the Tuton man marred his display
by the two unlucky slips with ihe ball which lst
the home side down - Luton’s weakness was in de-
fenco, thourh for the most part the backs gave a
very credifable display. Ths forwards deserved to
score at least twice. Smith made an oxcellent
pivof, and tho other players ghowed their usual
ability  They would' be more efective. hawoyer,
if thoy plaved ihe open game. especially against
such a resolute defence as that of Northampton
Thorpe though lamo, played well. and Northamp-
ton were admirably sorved at back and hall,
Lessors iy a dangerous forward,.and Lewis proved
an opnortunist, whilst the other men were good.
Saturday was the first home match in which Luton
have failed to score

Considering the state of the pitch, the gamo
was a remarkably good one few better having
been seen on the Town Ground whilst the refereo:
ing was perhaps the bact seen {his season, scarcely
a murmur of disagresment with official decisions
being heard during the proceedings,

By victories over Rriztol Rovers and Reading,
T eyton ard Brentford at last go above Luton im
the Teague table The Royers’ forwards, by the
way. had not gcored a single goal in their
last  nine  madfches, bat they broke this
nndesirable record on Monday. when they
beat Queen’s Park Rangers by 2 goals to nil
Crystal Palace beal Millwall 4~1. and the othez
recults were :—West Ham 1, Southampton 1; Exe
ter City 0. Queon’s Park Rangerz 0; Brighton 1,
Crovdon Comimon 0: Swindon 4, New Rrompton 1.
Portsmouth 4. Plymouth 0: Norwich City, 3; South
end 0; Coventry City 5, Watford 0.
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