The Southern League.

—_—
QUEEN'S PARK RANGERS v. LUTON.
Played ot Park Royal on Suturdey. Result:
Quecn’s Purk Rungors .. 4 goal.
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'J')IU toans wore as Hlld\'l‘ i =
ton—J Chapman _and Potds; F.
Haiom Jonbs, and R, M. Hawkea; Browa,
Quinn, Smith, Moody, and Staushdd.
Quoen's Park Rangers—Shaw Msuthuld
and idlor; Morris, Hartwell, and Wakes;
@ Wyatt, Tyavers, W. Steer, Whyman, wnd
Barres.
Roferce, Mr I, P. Lewis (Rotherham).
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Konsal Rise, the old komo of the Rangers,
wually proved a happy hunting ground for
Luton, but sinco thoy havo possssed thoir

rosent splendidly appointed piteh adjoining
Park Royal Station, thoso visits have been fai
fron: svceeasful In So\).ﬂmmlla'nemofmlm‘:c:
the Rangers have this season been put dow
i ono of tho lucky clubs, for although thoy at
present appear tho most likely team to carry
off the chaupionship. scarcely anyone would
claim thom to bo the best side in the compe-
{ition. However, in football it needs a bit of
Tuck at tirzes to mwako a successful team, ‘and
by cornmon consent Laton’s opponents of Satur-
day have enjoyed a very liberal share of for-
tune's fayour—any way, they did so on Satur-
day, They were two short of what is considered
their best combination, Mitchell and MoNaught
boing the ubsontees, and in their positions
Morris end Wiyatt figured. The last-named is
quite o new importation from Uxbridge, and

loys as an amateur. Luton were represented
Ey their strongest team, R. Hawkes making a
sposial effort to get away, as this will be his
last mratch until after the holidays, on account
of hia trip to Bel.glum |'1.nde.' lt.A. auspices.

‘Contrary to the previous Saturday, the
woather conditions were favourable, and the
Rangers’ officials were very dirappointed with
the erowd, which wmly totalled some 5,000. The
start was delayed a few minutes as Steer had
not atrived a short time before the time of
kick-off, and no substitute was available on the
ground Indeed, the game commenced before
ho turned cut, but it was only about two
minutes after the start when he ran on the field
1o tho evident relief of the smoctators, judging
by the reception he received. Barnes won the
toss, but thero was not much in it. Steer was
quickly a% work, and after Luton hed
threstened danger on the left wing, the ball
was returned into the middle of the field, and
Steer promptly pacsed 1t ovt to Barnes, but the
kick was a trifle too hard, and the ball went
out of play before Earr'\m could trap it.

Tho next item worth notice was a grand bit
of play on ths part of Siansficld and Moody,
the bal| being taken within a few yards of the
goal-line, Lut Macdonald would not leave

y and forced Rert into a diflicult position
to shoof fram, and his attempt went behind.
It was. however, evident that Luton were deter-
mined to have a Lig say 1n the attacking de-
partment, and as © result of further left-wing
pressure a ccrner was forced. Just afterwards

ith completely fooled beth Macdonald and
Fidler, and tried to get the ball into tho ex-
ireme corner of the net, but Shaw just sue
oceded jn pushing the ball away, and Quinn
pounced on il, only to striks the upright with
uis Telurn shof, and the ball coming back to
Smith another atiempt was mede to improve
iho cpening, but unfotunately for Luton, !
Smith just mised the goal, and the ball
travelled bshind for a goal kick. It had been
o very warn time for Shaw and Co., and tho'
spectators were very relieved when it cnded
in this way.
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Futon wero practically monopolising tho
attock, and still another corner kick fell to
them. This Moody all but iniproved, but Shaw l

- onught the ball and saved finely. It really ap-
peered to be a question 2s to how long the !
Rangers’ dafence would hold out, when a very
bad kick by Jones sent the ball direct to
Barnes, standing quite unmarked near the
half-way line, and by the aid of Whyman the |
kall wag talen down the field. Barnes put
paross what appeared a harmiless contre, for no |
ofio was up to receive if, and Jarvis|
simply waited for the hali to clear the bm',|
when, behold, it just curled under, to the
genera! astenishment of (he arowd. It was a
very soft poiut, but it counted nevertheless,
and practically the firot tims the Lome players
ot down the field, while Luton hmF been
simply bombarding #haw end his backs pre-
viously.
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Tollowing (hi« lvely goal, Luton returned to
tho pifack. and Shaw wus called upon to do-
foud hia chorgo from a éhot from 1 rown, but
thoro way liftle sting it this abhacl, ~ Yob
nmothor cornar wag farced vithoul effeat, Stans-
fiold niot getting the ball for enough aver. On
the ciher hond, the firs oceasion the Rangora
wers awnrded o corner ek n seopnd gonl ro-
milfod  Parnes foole this, and Whyman ot hiy
Tl to the Fall almost wh the same moment
thah dnrvie dishid into the meleo o yard or go
out of gonl. The boll camo slowly” to Stoer,
who shmply haokod  through on opon  gonl;
Anothor vory fuse soore, and quite undosorved
on tho ploy,
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Luf{m wora again promplly down ab the
oplonite ond, and nomoel dolormined attnol
wn wal gy by Bmith and Lfnhm. but, nardptod
by conpidornbla ahare of pood Tk, Bhaw
e (o npgmin alonr hig rlnm Bihlh wan
et fn ida roeli, nind he raferos husd (o onll
Lswion an (ho field, b e ftae attsnbion the
e anve mmors worth on without Bmith leny
g I Lo (e Jasl minuba before the
Anforyd 1w one plooemion of itinels o
l,’lnlllﬁ el af Lo without phe lenat bif of ol
Aulling to their plaro, Lpdosd ho only lugly




inoident for Luton came oalong s tha referos
was Jooking ot his watch to call o halt,
broskoway by Troverd found that player oloar
of Wl oppogition Lk Jaryis, but he tamely put
fihe hull wide when ha had pimply to walk it
into tho neb,

0 .

Tiurly in the socond balf a sentre from Wyait
was nono o well indged by Jurvie, vuml with
Steor well up another goal appoared likely, but
Jurvis recoverod mnd st o pocond atteanpt sa vecd
oeverly. Bmith getting o chance poon after-
completaly boat Macdonald wnd ran through,
only to find Show on tho alort, and he
sirothorod tho atlempt at goul, but could not
get zid of (lie bull, and junming coveral yords
out at lusb lust it oltogother, fa'ling at the
same moment, but even this was not turned to
advantage, for whilo lying on the ground Shaw
managod to once more rocover poskersion, nnd
finally tho chance wes l.nndxllu] awny,
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In this half Luton were notb seen to ro great
an advantago as in the first 45”7 ; etill they
were at Jeast holding their own and making
dotermined attempts to reduce the margin
against them.  But sti'l another goa! fell to
tho Rangors ugain quito unoxpectedly.  Hart-
well placed the bul! o Steor, who was quite
twonty-five yarda away from Jarvis at the
moment, oand the Rangerd centroforward,
without waiting to est the ball, pat in a sma
ground atterupt at such a pace thal althougn
Jurvis throw himeolf full length af the bali, he
was just too Jate, snd it passx! under him
ag he was falling. This was the bast gozl of
the day, ul(hou’gg, as mentioned above, rather
unexpeeted.  From this point Luton never ap-
peered likely to null the games out of the fire,
and from a corner kick Barnes got another
goa!, making No, 4. The maost exociting inci-
dont near the close was when Shaw, in one of
his daring rushes out of goal, turnod a somer-
aault and lost tho ball some yerds out with
Moody not &0 very far away, but Bert could
not get control and the chance was missed.
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Taking tho game through, it was a most sur-
prising resvlt, and Luton bave played many
worse games and won. In no department ex-
cept goal could the Rangers claim superior
honours, for ag times their baocks were none
too safe and miskicked soveral times. Pro-
bably tho only difference that could be urged
as & reason for such a pronounced difference in
the scores was just a shade rore smartnoss in
dealing with a promising opening. Buf when
everylhing is tn{(‘cri into ccnsideration, 1 think
the final verdict must he that in meeting
Quecn’s Park Rangers they were up against
cne of the lucky sides of the scason, and this
means & lat.
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Shaw was undoubtedly lucky himse's, but his
anticipation wes marvellous, and taking plents
of risk, he came off trumps every time. I have
already mentioned that Macdonald and Fidler
were not great alb back, but their weight and
| Size in comparison with Luton’s pair came in
i more than useful ot times. The same thing

applies to the middle lino, for in claverness
thoy were not the equal of the Luton trio, but
were content to play the spoiling game, and
this just sufficed to keep the Lulon attack at
bay. I should eay Barnes was the most effec-
tive forward for the Rangers, and his work
always spelt danger. Steer is an opportunist
pure and simple, but such a player ss always
uecfu!, and he has a good idea of the where-
abouts of the g(zal. i

A four-goal defeat makes it appeaf that
Luton’s back division were weak, but this was
not so, and Chapman in particular came cuf
with credit in many tussles with Barmes All
the halves did well, Lut the great. feature of
Laten’s display was the fine midfield work of
| the vanguard. It really was an accident that
1o poals came as a result of their first-half
endeavours, and ey cannot play another
forty-five minutes without batter 1csulés T am
certain,

Tha Scathern Irague clubs who won away
from home on Saturday were:—Portsmouth
bent Southamptor 8—1, Brighton beat Millwall
: 10, Tixeter Citv beat Watford 3—1, Brentford

bean Southend 3—0. Wist Hara drew at Croy-

don 1—1. Northampton geatly improved
theix chances of retaining the championship by
beating Swindon by 3 goals to ml, and the
other results wero:—New Brompton 3, Cry<al
i Palacs 1; Plymoath 2 Pristol Rovers,
i Reading 1, Coventry C:ty k
f
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