The Southern League.

WEST HAM v. LUTON
Played at West Ham on Saturday, Result —

Lnton i 2 goals.
1 goal

Tho teams {urned out as under :—

Luton—Jarvis; Chapman and Potts; F. Hawkes,
Jopes, and R. Hawkes: Brown, Quinn, Smith,
Moody, and Stansfield.

Weat Ham—Geggus; BShmoeve and TFairman;
Whiteman, Massey, and Randall; Ashton, Shea,
Curtis, Blackburn, and Caldwell,

Reforeo, Mr. J G. A Sharpe (Lichfield).

As neither team had any concern with champion-
ship or fear of relegution, the general public were
not urduly excited with the meeting of West Ham
and Luton; consequently the crowd was one of {he
smallest of the season on the Boleyn Castle

round A few weeks since, Lutonians would have

cen quite prepared for a defeat, but the record of
the Club recently held cut hopes of at leagh a
draw. and, as wiil he seen by the result above. the
players went one better and earned their fifth
away win of the season. With R, Hawkes back
in the side. Luton wero at full strength, but West
Ham had several changes, although 1 believe their
officials were pretty certain of a win, and were by
ne means pleased at the final result.

It will bs noticed the presiding official was no
other than tho whistle-holder of that unfortunate
Cup-tie at Brentford, this being the first occasion
he has officiated in a Luton match since he suf-
fered a menth’s svspension for the one big mictake
he made on that day. It will be romembered that
but for the cne fatal error, he handled the Cup-
tie in a most capable manner; therzfore no mis-
givings were entertained on his appointment for
this match, although I believe the Southern Leagzue
Management Committee would not have put his
name down if they had thought of tho Cup-tie
incident. But having made the appointment, it
was felt 1t would be far better to allow it to stand,
and Luton made no formal objection.

Luton won the toss, and of course chose to take
advantage of the breeze, which was fairly strong.
The game opened very fast, Luton belng most
dangerous right away, Fairman only nipping in
in tho nick of time when Quinn came through with
the ball Jarvis wag cailed upon to_save from
Caldwell almost immediately, but as no West Ham
prayer was sufficiently well up, he cleared with
comparative ezse. The opening corner of the
match fell to Luton, and Brown getting the ball
as it came out from the goal-mouth, put in a
grand drive which sailed just over ths crossbar.

At this slage Luton were continually threatening
danger, and but for Smith being uncoremoniously
bundled over inside the penalty areca, he would
have opencd the scoro within three minutes of the
start Ne award was mado, however, and the
gamo went on rather uneventfuily until a sudden
change came over the scene, and hshold the Luton

goal had fallen. It was a most unexpected point,
and. tho spectutors were almost teo surprised to
cheer Curtis was obsersved to get a pass, and
finding no one blocked the way into goal, took
deliberato aim from at least 25 yards’ range. It
was a speculative shot pure and simple, and Jarvis
ordinarily would have stopped it easily, but in
some unacconntahle way he made no effort, and
steod %qrfect]y still while the ball fiow into the
ret Whether he thought the shot was travelling
outside the upright, I cannot say, but the fact re.
maing that he saved several much more dangerous:
looking attempts later on

This goal notwithstanding, Luton continmed to
do tho major portion of the pressing and forced a
couplo of corners in quick succession, neither. of
which was turned to account, although F. Hawkes
almost got home with ono drive, Fairman just
turning tho ball away for the second corner men-
tioned However, matters wero soon levelled,
Smith getting his chance after some clever work
by Brown and- Quinn. Tho ball came to Smith
some forly yards out, but the defence had begn
enliced away from the middle of the fiold, and
Luton’s contre had ajmpl¥ to run through, In-

otead of taking a wild shot, ho kopt control of
tho ball, and Goggus could not make Jlg his mind
whother to run cub or not before Smith was well
on his way to goal, and then it waa too lato, tho
ball boing placed just out of his reach in the
coolest manner pogsiblo, It wag o clover goal and
In quito Bmith's best ebtylo, without the least fuss
or flurry, A o



Having now brought matters level, Luton settled
down to play their well-known forward game. the
ball being swung from wing to wing. Btansfield,
in particular, was a continual thorn in the side
of Shreeve, but the goals did not come,  Once
when Smith had got through, only to fail at his
final attempt, the ball came back to Bob Hawkes,
and he gent in a real trimmer, which miszed
scoring by inches only, sailing just over the crogs-
bar . At the opposite goal Jarvis was almost
beaten with ancther shot from Curtis, but he just
managed to stop the ball, and Potts came to the
rescuo with a fine clearance For a fow minutes
the Hammers were very dangerous, but they shot
wildly, and the ball never seriously troubled
Jarvis The nearest they got to scarirg was when
Blackburn headed a couple of yards wide from a
centre by Ashton. ‘

Although in micfield the forwards of both teams
wero playing good foothall, when they came to
closy quarters the defence always ssemed to pre-i
vail Three minutes from the interval, however,
Luton got through, Smith putting in a shot which
Geggus could not clear, although he stopped it in
the first instance. In his attempt to get the ball
round the post. he fell, and only pushed the leather
towards Stansfield, who returned it right. across
the goal from almost the touch-line. Geggus had
recovered Lis positten, but Quinn, dashing up at
greal pace. easily rushed the goal, giving his side
a deserved lead, which they held at half-time.

The sccond half was neither so fast nor so in-
teresting as the opening 45 minutes, although both
goal had narrow escapes The attacks were large-
ly individual in ctaracter, and naturally the gamae
suffered. Geggus, who is quite a youngster, was
using more judgment when running out, and kept
out one or two finely-judged centres as they came
across 1n quite the * Sutcliffe” manner, before
the insid> players could get control. Jasvis had
ono or two ticklich moments, and once came out
and secured the ball from a crowd of cpponents.
He could not get away with *it until "he had
dodged hig adversa.meq quite half-a-dozen times,
which he did by swerving first one side and then
the other. In this manceuvre he did not travel |
any distance, but there were loud appea.s for a
free kick from the crowd, it being asserted he
carried the ball more than ihe regulation distance,
but the referse would not agree, and tho situation
was saved.

_ Luton were row all out for a win, and the de-
fencoe put in some fine work, Potits in particular
getting into the fray in a most fearlers manner,
while his kicking was wondrously strong for a
player of hiv weight. The exchanges were pretty
evon, aMhough Iuton always appeared the more
dangerous lot when they got on the ball, and |
sovoral times soemed likely to increase their lead

In one fiorce movement Jonos got laid out, hut he
rocovered after rome attontion, and although Luton
secured two or three cornors, nothing of moment

happened, and thoe fi : o
oxactly a8 ot ha&t-tim%?l Whistlﬂ found the score |




| BoBR Fead hard lises indesd if hal lecky peal
mucn within the fird few minules had brosghi

b & different result Wilthow' being brilliast
lﬁlr »i had no real weak spot, and all worked Lhets
hardest 1o mainlain an unbegien ceriificale for
the final month of the season. Hllmgh scariel )
sound, no one worked harder thas K. Hawke
who cvidently had made up bhis miad that Bhea
should not shine, and he followad him asbout the
fiold almost like a8 centre-hallf who had received
orders 1o thedow a8 dangerous cenleelorsard
Excopt for the one goal, Jarvis could nol have
done beller., while Chapman and Polls appesr 1o
have seitled down as Whe most capable pair oﬂ
backs Leton have possossed this seasosn; . |
the forward reputlation uuluithd&ﬁdim llw W
eritics woald have it the defence was steouget
{uu of thaudeam. Jones and ¥. Hawkes share in
heso honours, pf courss, Btacsfield was fed the
most, gud in emmoqmm was more in evidemce
but thé whole frout stri in the first

half, eame ou* with eredif, m &8 previous
ly mentioced, (hey bave phnd mtdc football.

On Sﬂnrdag next Luton will their
ofagweute ¥ catertaining who are
g z particularly strong juat pow, as is M
their 4 goals to nil ucto: over Quoen's Park |
lhngm last weéek. The us{éh should therefore
prove a very aumotvo one, and it is hoped that a
crond will sesemble. T‘he kick-off is st 3.30.
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