e Southern League,

LUTON v PORTSMOUTH.

Playod at Luton on Saturday. Resnlt ;—

Portemouth . ...... K s 1 goal,
Ay 1oy (RS SN nil,

Tean.8 ;—

Luton—Jarvis; Chapman and Potts; . Hawkes,
Jones, and Johnson; srown, Quinn, Smith, Moody,
and Stansfield

ortsmouth — Cope; Thomson and Warnor;
Worthington, Buick, and Yates; Birtles, Hakin,
Kirby, Haycock, and B W. Williams.

Refereo, Mr. G W. Verge (Willosden).

A3 Luton had not lost a match eince March
19th, it seemed probable that they would wind up
tho season with a win over Portsmouth. But fate
decreed otherwise. The visitors gained a lucky
geal in the first minute, and a.though Luton
played with a splondid determinaticn and had by
far the better of the play, they could not pierce
tho Portsmouth defence, in which the most promi.
nout figure was Cope.

T'he goalkeeper saved quite a number of shots
that deserved to score, and on several occasions
tho goal had alm o9t miraculous escapes Playing
with the wind behind them, Luton swarmed to
tho attack in the first half, and it seemed that
they must equalise. It was not {heir fault that
they did nof. Barly in the second half it was
stiil possible that Luton might draw and even
win, but as the time dragged on their chance of
doing either gradually vanished, and at the finish
Portsmouth had registered their luckiest win of
the season

With tho weather cold and threatening, it was
not surprising that there were not more than
four thousand spectators at the start. Kirby
kicked off, bubt Luton at once got to the town
ond, where Brown took a corner. 'his was clearcd,
and Portsmouth made the running Haycock sent
across, and tho ball passed on to Birtles. Jarvis
came out to fist the latter’s cemtre, and before
ho could return to his charge Hakin had put
through the empty goal

For some time after this the TLuton forwards
were goen at their best They played an open
game, and kept the Portsmouth defence hard at
work. Good play by Moody and Smith almost
enabled the latter to geb through, but one of the
backs kept him off whilo Cope kicked down the
field. A little later Moody sert in a long shot to
wkich Cope was fuily equal. Then the Ports-
mouth leoft wing hecame dangerous, but Potts
met tho centre and headed very micely. ¥

A really fine crgss shot by Worthington might
have beaten Jarvis, but it passed over the far
corner of the goal. Another good attempt was
mwade by Williamg, the outside-left, who sprinted
from near the half-way line and finished with an
oblique shot which Jarvis was smart in saving
From a corner for Portsmouth Haycock seemed
likely to score, but Jones got in the way, and
another flag-kick resulted. :

At the other end Moedy reccived from Stansfield,
and after Leating the back, sent over with a light- |
ning shot This was a very near thing. Directly
afternardd Smith headed over a fime centre from
Brown. Then Loton made the first of several
assaults which almost bewildered the resolute
Portsmouth defence. Smith passed to Quinn, who
headed in. Cupe saved but Brown returned, and
Moody shot over. 1t seemed that the hall could
not be made to go through the goal. o

Jones t1ansierred to Stansfield with a big kick,
and the ountside-left Peaded across. Cope failed to
got ut the ball and Quinn shol  Cope fisted be-
hind, but' the cornor was of no use to Luton.
The scene then changed, and Haycock tried fto
score from twent%r yards’ ramge. His shot
travelled towards the- far post, but Jarvis got
thero in time to charge the bail down and save.
When Tuton returnsd to tho attack Smith wasg
given offvide—a decision with which many of the
spectatars did nol agree. ;

In the next movement both Luton wingers
centred well, and Smith tried a low shot which
Copo wad clever enough to turn round tho ?ost
The goalkeepor algo successfully dealt with a
really hard drive from Stangfield and a well
placed freo kick taken by Johnson. Luton’s next
agsanib scomed to lagst quito s minute Forwards
and talyes shot and headed whilo the spectatory
cheored, but 1t wae all fo no purpose. Just before
tho interval Copo brought off what might be
termed o wonderful save. Mtangfield shot hard,
and the ball r’lnncod oft one of tho Portsmouth
men ab a piightly different anglo  Copo was not
to bo benten, however, He threw himsolf at the
ball and a fruitloss cornor resulted, |

Copo wos Tnckly prominent again after tho‘
rogumpbion, Brown puf aoross o good contro and
Copo fighoed nwui/ practically (aking tho ball off |
Moody’s hond, The monlkooper had some diffioulty |
In donling with o long atbempt from Johnson, for
Quinn  was in close attendance,  Copo  wan
ponelieod for (,nrr,ylmi the boll more (han fwo
sbopd When the free kick wad about to be taken,
fivo or glx Porlsmouth players formed uf) in n
Mno in front of gonl Hmith, who took the fwo‘
kick, monb wide, pasidhog




AMERy AW TV AR

A creditable endeavour was mado by Fred
Hawkes, whose shot fell on top of the 1. Fred
was, as usual, playing a very sound game, and
was practically a sixth forward. #hortly aftor-
wards Stangfield scemed almost certain 1o Beore
but he did not put enough force in hig kick anc
Copo saved A long shol from Smith went by the
upright, and a good cross-shot from Brown was
headed out by Thomson, who was iucky enough
to be in the way. Otherwige a goal mugt have
resulted. ’

About this time Portsmouth made some brief
incursions intd> the Luton territory A centre from
Birtles was headed away by Jones. Kirhy shot
from forty yards’ range, the ball missing by
inches. The next incident was an accident to
Kirby, who seems.to be singularly unfortunato
when he comes to Luton. He and Johnson were
trying for the ball when the Portsmouth centre-
forward fell down, injuring his right elbow. He
had to go off the field, and returned a few
minutes later wearing a bandage. . :

The end was now fast approaching, and with it
the hopoe that Luton would equalize was dying
a very natural death  Football spectators are
optimistic sometimes, but there are occasions
when the tlings that ought to happen become im
probable, and by now people were beginuing to
say that only a penalty could save Luton. That
penalty was never obtained, and as the minutes
went by defeat for the ‘home team was all the
more inevitable They kept on trying, but even
oleven ecarnest footballers cannot suecessfully
battle against fate

A corner was well taken by Brown, and once
more Cope was conspicuous, fisting out over the
heads of a group of players From a free kick
taken by Fred Hawkes, Brown centred, Stansfield
headed 1nto the mouth of goal, and Moody tried
to add the finishing touch, but play was stopped
because Smiik fouled Cepe. Undoubtedly the best
chance in these comcluding stages fell to Stans
field, who raceived from the right and shot high
ever After this Smith pul.in a good shot, and
Luton wers awarded a freo kick for a foul on
Fred Hawkes just outside the penalty area, but
the score remained wunaltered )

Luton were distinctly unfortunate in losing.
Jarvig was parfly to biame when Portsmouth
scored, but otherwise he rendered a good account
of himgelf. Potfis played a really fine game at
back, and Chapman was smart, though he
could rot always cope with the speedy Williams.
¥red Hawkes was the best half-back, bub
Johnson performed good work. Jomes did not
aiways do the right thing in the rigcht way, and
ho has played many better games for Luton

The home right wing was in good form, their
passing  and Brown’sj centres being up to the
usual standard. Smith kept the line together
woll, but with such a capable centre-half as Buick
oppeced to him was not aliowed {ime for much
individual work Moody tried hard with his neat
!}ea,dars, bu,f.’ rot ono of them was allowed t{o
yoomo off.”  Btansfield had three or four

chances” during the game, but he did not have
much timo to control tho ball, and his only really
bad mies wag the ono late in the pame H nyeoek,
who played at joside-loft for Portsmouth, did
nothing out of tho ordinary The two best men
%.w'"u!'ltw cam wero Cope and Thomgon, who is a fine
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