Southern League.

LUTON v. SOUTHEND
Played at Roots Hall, Prittlewell, on Satur-
day. Result:—
Luton

Scuthend
The teams turned out as under:—
Luton—Naisby; Chapman and Potts; F.
Hawkes, Johnson, and R. M. Hawl es; Bm\\n
Quinn, Smith, Mcody, and Stansfiold.
Southend—Clarke; Murray and Molynoux ;
Emery, J. Harwood, and Craig; Parko, Frost,
King, McKenna, and Luon.

Referee, Mr

C O T

allowfield (Streatham).

Although

corr pelled  to

make one change

from the side successful age

nst Southampton,

the team sent to Southend was gemerally con-

sidered capable of holding its own.

\tul the

most enthu\matm of the

sun poﬁ or

“Straw

workers’

scarcely anticipated such a brilliznt

result as ths zetual one secured.

Among <he

small following v hich accompanied the team
on their first away journey of tho scason woero
goveral who were ulso present on that glorious
afternoon when TLuton out-stayed and out-
played the Seasiders in the English Cup re-
play two scasons ago. Curiously, Luton scored
four zoals on that oocasion, .x.ltlmunfh then it
took a couple of hours, for it will o remom-
bered, an extra hali-hour was played.

Bushell has early got in the wars, for on the
opening day he sustained a badly-cut lip, while
in tho return friendly at Watford he had the
misfortune to break his finger. Under the cir-
cumstances, Johnson was given the centre-half
position; i.nd»eed, it was almost a case of Hob-
son’s choice, for the Club’s reserve resources
aro u\tx"mxoly limited, and a series of injuries
would place the Drecbom in an awkward posi-
tion. The previous week Southend rather
startled the football world by drawing level at
West Ham, after losing three goa.b in the
opening twolve minutes, and i1t was expected
they would get a fine welcome om this their
first appearance at home. They made one
change in the side, Lavers being dropped in
favour of J. Harwood, who had played a fine
gamo in ono-of the practice matches, but could
not turn out at Boleyn Castle on account of
a week’s suspension for some offencoe in the
provious season. But this alteration did not
meat with suocess, Harwood playing poorly,
and from what I remember of Lavers last
season he would have done much batter, al-
though a rough diamond.

The ground at Roots Hall is not as lovel as
that at Lufon, and there is a decided slope
from the centre of the field, which rather handi-
caps strange teams. The favourite scoring end
1s down this slope, and Southend winning the
to%s, naturally c:hmo to vlay in that direction.
The first run of the match was put in by the
home left wing, and McKenna's final shot went
hard on the outside of the side not, much to
the relief of the Luton defence. But Luton
were soon on the warpath, a fine run through
by Stansfield and Moody ending up with a
nice pass fromn the last-named right across the
ground to Brown, who drew the defence and
then promptly returned the ball over to the
left, but, unfortunately, Ernie got it too far
over, and Stansfield, who had meanwhile
worked in towards goal failed to got back in
time to get in his shot.

The first corner of the match fell to South-
end, but nothing came of it, and Luton wero
qul.ckly utba.ckmg again. Srith tried a long
drive, which Clarke did well to get away, for
Brown was right on the spot, and a slip would
have meent an almost certain goal. During
the opening quarter-of-an-hour, the game was
pretty fast, and King was seen making tracks
towards Naisby after neatly tnckmg Chap-
man, but the Luton goalie just stopped the
final drive and kicked tho ball into touch well
down the field. Johnson, with a long pass out
to Brown, sent tha Luton right-winger away in
fine style, but Ernie could not got suﬂioxant
sorow on his atterpt to centre, and the ball
traveolled out for a goal kick. Another nghfr
wing attack threatemod danger, Quinn givin
tho hall to Stansfiold with an almost open m
to shoot af, but Harold made a rathor
mm, the ball gom over the bar when it
soomoed a goal should have been un easy mat-

" i 2
PR N R W ke R e A e e e




" Southend made one other dangerous attack
when a free kick was given against Johnson.
The ball was placed finely, but Naisby brought
off a good save, and gradually Luton were
coming out on top, for by this time the for-
wards had quite settled down, and were putting
in some snlendid combined work. Stansfield
was going strong in mid-field, and appeared
to have the measure of Murray, but somehow
his target practice was at fault. On one occa-
sion he brought the ball down in great style,
and, transferring to Brown, the home defence
were quite bewildered, but the ball being ro-
turned across the field, Stansfield placed wide
in his attempt to score.  This, however, was
not so0 easy a chance as the one mentioned pre-
viously, for the Luton winger was standing at
an awkward angle when he was compelled to
take his shot.

The home spectators had one glorious minute
during the game. A run down on the part
of McKenna and Dunn saw the latter send in
a terrific cross drive, which Naisby just touched
but could not prevent entering the net, and a
mighty shout went up when it was seen the
“ Gipsies ”’ bhad opbened the score. But their
triumph was very shert-lived, for, without a
home player touching the ball again, the scores
were brought level once more.  Right away
from the kick-off, Luton went down the field.
Brown put the ball across, and a mix-up in
goal gave Moody his opening, and he took full
advantage of the opportunity, giving the
Lutonians present a chance to cheer, and they
did to quite a surprising extent, thereby prov-
ing that a decent number were precent.

There was still a quarter of an hour loft
before the interval, and it is really surprising
Luton did not take the lead. Certainly they
fully deserved to do, for by this time the home
dofence were almost run off their legs by the
tricky Luton vanguard.. A freo kick some dis-
tance out led up to the most exciting incident
before half-time. = Clarke, coming out, missed
the ball altogether, and it only needed to touch ‘
a Luton player to cross the line, with a bunch
of them between Clarke and his goal, but it
just missed everybody in a most tantalising
manner, and was finally cleared amid many ex.
ressions of relief from the spectators at the
back of ths home goal. Consequently, the
teams retired for half-time with the scores
equal, although it was freely exprossed that
Luton should have been leading by a couple of
goals at least. :

But if Luton were the better side in the first
half, their superiority was even more manifest
in the second, and it only needed a leading
goal to quite settle the result, For a time 1t
appeared the home goal bore a charmed exis-
tence, and Luton could not get their just re-
ward. A really fine centre from Brown gave
Stansfield still another chance to notch. a goal,
but Harold quite failed to get the ball, and
another opportunity was lost. A minute or
two later Quinn put in a grand drive from al-
most forty yards’ range, but the ball just went
over the bar, while a foot lower would have
meant a certain goal, for the shobt was prac-
tically unstoppable. ~ Again fallowing & nice
moyement on the part of Stansfield, the ball
was dropped nicely in front, and Quinn scemed
certain to soore, but again his elevation was

«at fault, and the ball went over the bar, al-
though this appeared much more diffcult to
mmdulgsh than pileaﬁmgf bhﬁough from the posi-
unn  ocou or he i

ot Oat’,l'mo“,t;’i pled, was well in the
Wwas almost a continual attack on Clarke,

}’“t 2 temporary raid by the home vanguaxd
oroed a oorner kick, and this almaost lod. up to
another goal for the Gipsics. The ball was got
;"W&y from  the original kick, but fell at the
with a Gy g, i out, and ha lob drive
e aitempt. Naisby was at %hboppo-ﬁ




site end of the goal, but Johnson, standing
almost under the bar, headed the ball over for
a second corner. It was a lucky esoape for
Luton, although it would have been down-
right hard luck if they had gone behind on the
play at this e. However, this was tho last
timo they were in danger of losing, for mid-
way in the coneluding half, Bert Mgody got in
a fine cross shot, and gave Luton thoe lead for
the first time during the match. Everyone
recognised this settled matters, as Luton were
quite masters of tho situation. On two occa-
sions later Moody all but repeated his success
indeed, Clarke fell at the second of these at-
tempts, and only just managed to sccure the
ball when it secmned certain to beat him. It
was_his finest save of the mnatch.

Eight minutes from time, Quinn met a cen*re
from Stansfield, and completely beat Clarke,
the ball coing through over the goalkeeper’s
ouistretched arm. A minute later the ball
went into the net again, but this time the ro-
foree gave a foul aguinst Luton, it being
Jndgq:] that Clarke had been charged after ho
{:06 rid of the ball. But another goal eventual-
iy camo from Moody, who took up a neat pass
trom his partner, and netted, making his in-
dividual score into three for the match. All in-
terest had now gone out of the game for the
local people, and tho band of Lutonians formed

up to give their pets a rousing reception as
they left the field.

The victory was well deserved, and with the
least shade of luck might have been much
more pronounced. It is early to talk of cham-
pionship honours, but if the team steer clear
of injuries they should earn a good position
on the table on present form. It is, howover,
perfectly true they will not always have
Southend to meet, for the fact of tho matter
is the ‘Gipsies” aro scarcely an average
Southern League side on the form shown on
Saturday, and unless there is a decided im-
provement, will become strong candidates for
the socond division. It may be nothing more
than a coincidence, but last season Luton won
their first away match at the exponse of the
ultimate wooden spoonists, and Southend will
naturally hope history will not repeat itself at
|
\
{
\
|

their expemse. Naisby did what he had to do
in good style, but he was not over-worked.
Potts was the hero in defence, and his kicking
was very fine; indeed, the work put in by
Chapman and Potts was far in advance of the
homs backs, although, of course, the difference
in' the strength of tho forward line opposed to
them must be taken into account. Fred and
“Bob” Hawkes also played one of their
stylish games, and helped not a little in the
grand performance. But possibly even more
credit is due to Johnson, for, placed in quite
'an unaccustomed position, he never relaxed his
loﬁ'orts for a single moment, and King, in par-
ticular, had a very uncomfortable afternoon.
‘But it was the forwards who were so much ad-
‘mired even by the Southend spectators. Smith
was not seen quito so much as usual, and few
sooring - chances came his way, but he kept the
wings going finely, and they were in great
form. Stansfield certainly failed at the target,
but his wing work was grand, and with Moody
in his old form, this wing promises to bo a
great improvement on last season. Brown also
was a constant source of worry to Craig in par-
ticular, and Quinn played his usual clever in-
side game. To sum up, all the side did excel-
lently, and there was not a weak spot any-
where.

Southend, of course, came out badly as a
team, and but for Emery they could not be
compared to Luton. Clarke was none too cer-
tain in his methods, while his backs could not
hold the Luton ferwards. Undoubtedly, the
great, failure, hoywever, was J. Harwood, for he
was invariably just that second too late in
tackling, and his judgment was very even
when he did manago to get the ball. Thero
was little forward work to praise, but wbat
oredit can be given must go to the left wing
pair. “

0L the other Southern League games, per-
haps the most notoworthy was that at Wat-
ford, where Brighton, tho chamvpmfns. Were un-
oxpectedly beaten by 2 goals to 1, the home
team winning on their merits. Coventry City,
who are due at Luton next Saturday, showed
that their defeat by Queen’s Park Rangers was
not to be taken as a criterion, for they beat
Wrat: ITam by 3 goals to nil, whilo tha Rangers
woent down nt New Brompton by a goal to njl.

Swindon drew at Brentford (1—1), Millwall
at Norwich (1—1), and Northampton at Ply-
maoath (0—0), and the olhor rosults wore: —
Southampton 3, Portmouth 0; Crystal Palace
1, "rigtol Rovers 0; Loyton 1, Exoter City 0.
It js o vurions thing {hat Fxoter, Portsmouth,
and Bristol have not scored o goal between
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