Southern League.

LUTON v. COVENTRY CITY.
Played at Loton on Saturday. Result :—

Luton .. 4 goals.
Covenbry ait i St 2 goals
Teams :--

Luton—-Naisby; Chapman. and Potts; F Hawkes,
Johnson, and R. Hawkos; Brown, Quinn, Smith,
Moody, and Stansfield.

Coventry—Fvans; Saul and Gordon; Hickleton,
Bradley, and Johnson; Tickie, Arnold, Powell,
Warren, and Buckle.

Refereo, Mr. A. Adams (Nottingham).

After Luton’s brilliant victory at Southend on
tho previous Saturday, following upon the win
against Soutbampton, it was generally expected
that the home team would obtain both points at
stake on Saturday. So they did, but it was only
after a stern contest, the issue of which was in
doubt until about five minutes from the end. Then
one of the Coventry players had the misfortune
to put through his own goal, and Smith scored
thy fourth with a chance shot.

The weathar being fine, there were between seven
and eight thougand speetators, and their cheering
in tho concluding stages. helped Luton on to
victory when the Coventry players were feeling
that they had just about kad enough. Coventry
are not a scientific team, but they know how to
play the open game, and although their torwards‘
did not combine so weil as thoso of Luton, they
were very quick on the ball. The visitors had
some advantage so far as height was concerned,
especially in the defence, where Saul was very
conspicuous.

In their first Southern League match, Coventry
had lost {o Queen’s Park Rangers by 5 goals to
nil at Park Royal, but on the following Saturday,
playing at home, they bsat West Ham by 3 goals
to nothing. They had also knocked Weolverhamp-
ton Wanderers out of the Birmingham Senior Cup
Competition. the score being 6 goals to 2. Ln the
West Ham match, Bradley, the ex-Luton player,
scored a fine goal  On Saturday, Coventry put
into the field what was an experimental team to
some extent  Chaplin, the keft-half, had not re-
covered from an injury, and Hendren (inside-left),
the Middlesex cricketer, had not put in enough
practice to justify his inclusion in the first team
Powell and Arnoid are regarded as deputies for
Smith and Warren. .

Coventry won the toss, but this was not of much
advantage. In the opening exchanges three or
four free kicks were given against the visitors for
technical offences. One was headed wide by
Quinn, and the last was taken by Bob Hawkes,
whose shot was caught by Evans. Coventry then
went to the other end, where Buckle tried a smart
curiing shot which Naisby cleverly saved. Luton
came again after this, but could not make much
impression upon the opposing defence. |

Buckle seemed to have a chance to score, but
Fred Hawkes just prevented him from getting in
his kick. The ball went back to Bradley, whose
shot was only a trifle too high. = A miskick by
Potts left Powell with an open goal, but he shot
across. A corner for Coventry was headed away
by Johnson, and a good cleaarnce by Chapman
enabled Stansfield to make the running. - The ball
went out of play, and a little later good work on
the right wing ended in Brown shooting over the
corner of the goal.

Lnton opened - the seoring a gquarter of an hour
after the start. There were cries of  Penalty >
when Quinn was fouled in the penalty area, and
some’ of the players hesitated. Brown seized the
ovportunity to kick straight across the goal, and
Stansfield touched the ball through. The Coven-
try men gfrongly protested that Stansticld was off-
side, and in the minds of many of the spectators
thy legitimacy of the point was open to doubt,
butl the referee had no hesitation in pointing to
the centre of the ficld Stansfield had rushed up
to meot Brown’s centre, and he might actually
1l/ll-;),vebh‘(;en on-side when the outmside-right kicked

;! Ry 3
On the run of the play up to now the goal was
nof deserved The style adopted by Coventry was
such that Luton did not look liko settling down to
their usual game, and the visitors had put in some
dangerouns altacks, The fact that the goal had
been scored was of great encourngement to Luton.
Mnody had a good chance, but lifted the ball over.
A centre from Stansfield was met by Quinn, who
tried to rush through. Bvans came ouf, and Qnmn
wag pulled up for i’mndlmz. Another centro from
Stansfield went to Smith, but the ball came awk-
wardly for him, and he could not get in a strong
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' fier Naisby had saved a shot by Powell, Arnold
tuation resulted

hit the post, and a dangerous S
in Polts conceding a corner. A good centre from
Brown might have bosn turned to account by
Stansfield if he had not been charged off the ball.
Then Coventry equalised. A centre from the right
found Fred Hawkes in the way, but he could ouly
divert the ball, which wen to Buckle. His at-
tempt was punshed away by Naisby, and after a
bout of heading, Warren hooked the bail into the

net

A lofty centre from Brown was cleared by Evans,
who reached over the heads of Moody and Stans-
field. Evans was not so successful with another
centre from the right, and the ball went out of
play off Stansfield, almost touching the boftom
of the upright. Four minutes before the interval
Coventry took the lead by means of a penalty
Warren was getting through, but had not got

the ball under control, whon Chapman needlessly
' charged him in the back = Bradley was entrusted
with the kick, and made no mistake s

Both teams attacked agaln before half-time A
fine flying shot from Tickle on the Coventry right
wing was saved by Naisby. At the other end
there wae a suspicion that Saul used his hands in
stemming an aggressive movement by the Luton
forwards, but the appeals for a penaity were in
vain. At this time Luton’s chances did not look
particularly rosy; for they were a goal behind and
against a team of real triers. So far as actual
skill was concerned, Luton were the better team
excep’ at back, where Coventry had the ad-
vantage. .

TLuton’s position was decidedly improved seven
minutes after the resumption. Stansficid got down
on the loft and was tackled by Hickleton, who
could not get the ball away. Saul tried to help
his comrade. and suct in disp ng Stans-
field for the moment. The outsidele’t turned
ronnd, ard seeing the ball just behind him,
whipped it across to the mouth of goal. Here
Tivans was trying to catch it when Smith made a
brilliant dash and headed through, falling into
goal and grazing his leg. The little finger of
Evans’ right hand was damaged, and was bound
up by’ the trainer. -

Snon afterwards Luton should have scored agaiu.
Quinn found himseli in possession _on the right,
and lifted the ball, intending that it should go to
Smith, who was right in the mouth of goal,
but FRvans intercepted it and cleared. After
Naisby had: brought off a gmart save from the
Coventry left wing, Moody centred nicely, but
Quinn was interfered with when in the act of
shooting. A couple of businesslike attacks were
made by Coventry, who were having a good share
of the play. From one of these movements the
ball went behind the goal, and from the otber
Arnold headed over. Coventry came again on the
right wing. and with Potts beaten, Chapman was
forced to kick behind

A lovely centre was drolsfbed across by Brown,
aud the three inside forwards tried to meet it, but
Evans, despite his injury, cleared in fine style. A
good shot by Smith went a littke wide of the
mark, and at the other end a rising shot from
Arnold went over Once again there was & sus-
pizion that Saul handled in preventing Smith
from getting 1n a shot, but the criss for a penalty
w13 unheeded by the referee. A good shot was
put in by Brown, and Evans fisted oub with his
bad hand.

(loventry now began to show signs of tiring,
and Luton had more and more of the play as
the time wore on. On a few occasions one or two
of the Coventry players managed to break away
and cause tho Lufon defence some trouble, but
Tuton were certainly becoming masters of ihe
situation Tho spectators cheered as time after
time Luton returned to the attack, and as the
minutes went by the excitement increased, for
it was realised that whichever side scored now
woald stand a vagy good chance of winning.
Once Powell got through on his own. Poits
nippod in and prevonted him from getting a shot,
the resuit being that Naisby was enabled to come
out and clear. With five minutes remaining for
play, it seemed that the game would end in a
draw. Then, however, good fortune enabled
Luton to gain the lead. Quinn tried to
et through but was tackled and fell. Fred
lawkes A{:wsad the bail forfard, and Quinn
touched it to Smith. Hickleton was close at hand
and kicked towards his own goal. The ball went
at a good pace, and curled in against the bottom
of the post well out of the reach of Evans.

The spectators wore enthusiastic, and Coventry
could do nothing against the swift onsiaughts of
ths Luton forwards. It seemed almost too late for
another goal to be scored 8till, that is what did
happen In an attack on tho left the ball went
to Smith. who steadicd it and shot from about
twenty-fiva yards’ range It was a very fine
shot. ‘and as tho sphero went in just under the
bar there was a mighty cheer. Up to then the
Luton forwards had tried many long shots, but
Evane had successfullfvl doalt with all of them.
B.giothia one, however, he was well beaten.

99 for tho third Saturday in succession Luton
had won. No doubt there were somo people who
thonght thero was an element of luck in the vie-
tory, but Luton wero certainly the better team in
tho second half. Tha{ woro fortunate in belng
cr'ited with the first goal, parhaps, but somo
r-ercra‘m would have granted them one, if not two
cnaltios. Ag in the Southampton mateh, Luton
nd played wondorful football in the closing
stages, and their etaying powers, while saying
much for the physical condition of tho mon. re-

%(‘:‘q'i’.ggn. somo crodit upon the trainer, Billy
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THOUGHTS ON THE GAME. :

Luton will never have a much harder game to
play than fell to their lo} on Saturday. From a
scientific poirt of view. Coventry City are not a
great team, but they have any amount of energy
and dash, and their rushing, bustling tactics made
it very difficult for Luton to play their proper
game. Some time elapsed before the home for-
ward: found their feet, but when they did: get
going they played very pretity and effective foot-
ball. and really deserved even better success than
thai actuwally achieved. e

Smith played a wonderfully good game at
centre-forward, kept his wings going splendidly,
and his own repeated attempts to break through
the Coventry defence were worthy of the highest
praisc. He has certainly never shown a better
furn of speed since h> has been at Luton His
first zoal was the result of a beautifully timed
and brilliant dash, and his second was only a
fitting compensalion for much hard luck Stans-
field put in a great deal of fast and ciever work,
bul Moody was not quite so often in the picture
as in the two previcus matches, though perhaps
that was not bis fault. ' The right wing were in
spiendid form, apd the whole front string gave a
first-rate exhibition. - R :

The halves had an extremely difficult task in
coping with the rushes of the Coventry men, but
they came out of the ordeal very creditably. Fred
‘Hawkes possibly was the most consistently success-
ful half-back, though he was a little at fault when
the visitors scored. Bob Hawkes, as usual, gave a
clever display, though falling somewhat short of
his best, and Johnson rendered excellont service
in a position to which he is not accustomed. .
'The backs showed some weakness. They allowed




themselves to be flurried, and as a consequence
their kicking was not altogether what it should
have been It was a bit unusual for Potts to ert
in this way. but two or three more matches will
probably suffice to give a steadying gnggence. '
present undoubtedly it is the back division which
gives most anxiety, but seeing that only five goals
have been given away in three matches, there 1s
evidently not so very much room for compiaint.
At the end of last season Chapman and Potts
accomplished great things, and we ought not, to
make the mistake of asking for perfection all at
once. Naisby in goal was not unduly worked,
bat he responded to all demands in good style.

So far as Coventry were concerned, chief in-
terest centred in Bradiey, by reason of his pre-
vious association with Luton. He played a very
good game indeed, though his methods would be
quite oat of place in the Luton team. But with
the Citizens, it is all dash, and that kind of foot-
ball they play with astonishing success.

. Luton scored more goals than any other League
team on Saturday, and they are easily first in
that respect as well as in position on the Leuague
table. Not only have they eclipsed Southern
League clubs in the goal-scoring department, but
neither the First nor the Second Division of the
English League has a c¢lub with as many goals to
its credit.

Northampton scored three goals on Saturday
against Southampton, who failed to reply, and
Portsmouth obtained a similar number against
Southend’s two. The most surprising result, ger-‘
haps, was that at the Palace, where Norwich Cuy.
were victorious by 3 goals to nil, whiist Brent-
ford also scored a victory away from home at the
expense of Rristol Rovers The other results-
were :—Queen’s Park Rangers 2, Millwall 1; West
Ham 2, New Brompton 0; Swindon 2, Leyton 0;
Exeter City 2, Watford 0; Brighton and Hove 2,
I'lymouth Argyle 1.

“Jack” Austin, a prominent local footballer,
has signed South-Eastern League forms as an
amateur for Wooiwich Arsenal. He is well known
in Luton by bis connection with the Tradesmen’s
League (now the Wednesday League), and for
three seasons he turned out at centre-forward for
the Hairdressers, but during the last two seasons
he played for the Grocers. He is distingoished
amongst the highest goal-scorers in the Trades-
men’s League last year. ‘“Jack ” turned out for
the Arsenal last week against Northampton.

A meeting of the members of the Granville F.C.
was held at Harrison’s Restaurant on Wednesday
in last week, when the captain (B. Custance) and
vice-captain (W Xing) were elected. The follow-
ing team was choson to meet the Banks next
Wednesday i~ Webster; Bushe!l and Burgess;
Risettio, Willison, and Turvey: S Custance, Atkins,

King, B Custance, and Coe.




	Coventry H LN
	Coventry H LN2
	Coventry H LN3
	Coventry H LN4

