Southern League.

NEW BROMPTON v. LUTON.
Played at New Brompton on Saturday. Result :

New Brompton . .. 2 goals.
Ttoni .. ..5. .0 m 1 goal.
The teawms were as fodow :
Luton — Naisby; Chapman an Potts; F
Hawkes, Johnson, and R M Has QTS

Macdonald, Smith, Moody, and St g

New Brompton — Hotmes; ; Sutherland and
Nobbs; Mahon, Strang, and Higgins; Reynoids,
Taylor, Court, Cannon, and Pickett.

Roferee, Mr. A. W, McQue (London).

. Only one change was made in the team which

iuurncyc_\l to New Brompton on Saturday from
hat.‘ which turned out the previous Wednesday,

but it was known that Smith and Moody bad not
altogether shaken off the effects of their injuries,
ard consequently some fears were entertained
that the winning record was in danger. The
absenteo was Quinn, and it is noteworthy this
was the finst match he had missed since coming
to Luton, for not only did he p:ay in every first
team matbch last seazon, but also assisted 1n two
mid-week reserve games. Macdonald thus came
into the Southern League side pretty early, and as
hoe has not received the regular training of the
othor members of tho team, he could not be ex-
pz2cted to altogether fill Quinn’s piace. Indeed,
after playing fogether so long, the Luton front
line would scarcely be made more effective if the
claverest forward playing was introduced Jjust for
one game, as undoubtediy the fine — results
obtained are a direct result of the constant com.
paniouship of the whole five.

ANew Bromptorn have been fairly sabisfied with
their ‘performances to date, and only made one
alteration, Cannon being given a chance ab inside-
left, as Satterthwaito had failed to plecase; other-
wist, the only fresh player from imst season was
Holmes as goalkeeper, and seeing Bateup had re-
turned to bis old love, the New Brompton officials
wara bound to seck out a new custodian. At ono
tire New Brompton had very meagre gates, but
last season interest revived wondertully, and now
they can command a crowd over the ayerage
Southern Teague attendances. On Saturday some
7,000 spectators assembied, and they were pretty
confident of hreaking Luton’s record, although in
the second half, when Luton wore practically
attacking for three-fourths of the time, this con-
fidence was rudely shaken, and it was a tremen-
dous shout of relief which arose when Taylor's
hoad just turned the winning goal through in
favour of New Brompton.

The weather conditions were ideal from 2 spec-
tator’s point of view, but a bit too warm for
players, whiie Luton were called upon to face a
bright sun uas a result .of losing the toss. Siill,
the game opened in pretty fast style, and some
2cent combination was shown on both sides with-
out any real exciting incident durng tho opening
few minutes, with one exception. This was a fine
bit of combined atfack on the part of the Luton
front line, which culminated in Moody letting
drive in quite his best manner from twenty yards’
range The effort fully deserved a goal, but Bert
had the misfortune to aim the slightest bit too
high and tho ball striking the crossbar, rebounded
out of danger well down-the field

Up to this point neither side could claim a de-
cided) advantage, and a goal to either team would
have had a tremendous influence on the resuit,
for each set appeared all out for the opening
point. I was unfortunate for Luton that as a
direet result of this. effort Smith’s injury of the

‘previons Wednesday should reassert itself; for in
turning the ball over to Moody he badly - shook
up his unsound ankle, and was compeiled to retire
to the wing, Stansfield and Moody movizg one
placo. noarer the right wing  This alteration
quite upset the well-known combination for prac-
tically the whole of the first haif, and conse-
quently the ]%‘ame veered round in favour of New.
Brompton. ut the Luton dofence proved very re-
liable, and Naisby was not seriously troubled ex-
cept at long intervals. One reason. for this, how-
ever, was fths extremely poor style with which
Pickett finished when given the ball. Time after
time it was sent out to tho lert, and Pickett,
trapping in the most approved manner, appeared
tv have the Luton goal in danger, but affer rais-
ing the hopes of the home spectators, he weakly
placed over the goal-line yards off the target.

Tuaylor put in gome fino work on the right, and
onco it looked a certain goal when he slung the
ball over to the loft wing, but first Cannon missed
ana then Pickett fell right over in his eagerness,
and the ball went into touch. This was a let-off
for Luton. but they had many others, for the home
front string were quite incapable of confrolling
tho bull at close quarters. . They forced several

corners, it is trume, but still little real danger
was felt by Naisby, as the final cfforts were wild.
Higgins, apparertly disgusted with the poor finish
of Lhe front line, tried once or twico {n break
through on his own, and in one of these Toraging
expoditions o came into collision with Johnson
and ¢got the worse of the argument, the game
being stopped to enablo him to recover.

Just at this stage plenty of vigour was put into
tho play, Roeynolds and Poils be ng the next pair
to get in tho wars, but thoy quickly recovered,
nnd the game procecded chiofly in the Luton quar-
terd, for u]thon%h Nalsby was nob called upon to
oxort himself, the ball” did nob ﬁot far away.
Whon Court did got o shot at goal, Naisby was
wblo to punch tho ball over the players' hoads
woll out of danger. At last, however, the Luton
dofenco was piorced, tho goal comng as A rosult
of u cornor kick placed by Roynolds well across
tho goul-mouth, and Pickott standing near the
tuTr;tl“xr nprlghb‘. b]r_ounted fhi

AT o EEELIAENA.

S R Vie

=)




Following this Tuton did better, and took a
fair dhare in aftack, one movement started by
Bob Hawkes only ending when Moody. starding
a foot or so offside, was pulied up by the referee.
It was a very near thing, but the whistlo-ho!der
was correct The most dangerons attempt for
quite a long time was a g wndly-placed free kick
given against Fred Hawkes, s Naisby earncd
the thanks of his comrades by bringing off a bril-
liant save It had long bsen apparent that Smith
was quito wuseless, and he limped off the field
twenty minutes betore half-time. . Being now ro-
duced to four forwards only, it might be thought
Luton would fall away. but the contrary was the
case, and they kept the home defenders on the
alert. Tn saving one onslaught, Holmes had great
difficulty and was compelled to concede a corner
kick under pressuro, but this was badly placed.
Still, it was ovident the gamo was not vet won,
and although on the whole the home side had
slightly tho better of the . exchanges in the first
half. they could not grumble at the narrow ad-
vantage possessed when the teams retired for the
intarval, for it was quite as much as they de.
served on the play.

The first incident after change of ends was a
warm attack on Naisby, and Pickett had a good
chance to increase the score, but the Luton goal-
keeper managed to get the ball out of danger,
and Luton came away almost immediately.
Brown, seeing his epportunity. put in a puzzling
shot from the wing, which Ilolmes apparently
misjudged. and the ball dropped right over his
head in the far corner of the net. Luton were
naturally encouraged by tho incident, and from
-this point were the attacking party, notwithstand-
irg the depleted state of the front string. Smith
camo out with the rest. but romained near the
touch-line until he retired for good somo ten
minutes from tho close A slight re-shuffling of
the line was made, Macdonald taking the centre,
with Moody partnering Brown

This arrangement sesmed to work botter than
before. and although Smith could do little more |
thaa kick the ball when it came to him, ho |
managed to gct it across a few times, and once at
least a goal should have boen the result. But |
naither Moody nor Maecdonald could get the ball
under control, and the former passing over to
Macdonald, saw the latter's shot turned round
tho post for a corner kick. Holmes falline down
to the attempt. Macdonald put little powder into
his effort or he would probably have beaten his
opponent. as he could not have been more than
fivo yards ont.

When a freo kick: was awarded to Luton for a
foul on the part of ‘Nobbs just outside the penalty
arxa, it looked promising for a ‘leading goal.
Johrson feinted to take the kick, and Bob
Hawkes following up behind. sent in a terrific
drive. but it struck a home defender and went for
a cornet. This was better placed than some of
the earlier ones, but Holmes, with a huge punch,
zob the ball away. Be repeated this a minute
later from still another corner kick, and this time
he wag barely quick encugh, for Moody was with-
in an ace of getting his head to the ball at the
same moment.

Tho game was stopped for a couple of minutes

- when Strang fouled Moody, who was making a
burst through the centre. and would probably
have scored if he had not been brought down in
this way. Tt wou'd have proved a disaster if
Bert had hbeen badly injured, but fortunately he
was abla to rccover after atlention from Lawson.
Indeed, he was quickly on the warpath again,
and twiee only just failed with good attempts.
However, an even closer thing came along when
Johnson. neatly robhing Court, sent in a stinger
which Holmes™ did well to ston. Hereabouts it
looked any ' odds on Lutcn walking off with tho
points, for they were continnal working down,
and once Stansfield appeared to have the zoal af
his mercy when, by a fino sprint, he beat his man
and secured the ball in the centre of the field. but
Harold was not so certain in his marksmanship
a3 against Bristol Rovers. ard he failed to im.
provo the occasion. A goal just hero wouid have
beon davhlv valuable, for it wanted only four
minutes te fime, .

A draw, however, would have been fairly satis-
factory unde- fhe circumstances, but for once
this season Luton were unlucky, as‘ within tho
last minute "a breakaway by  Revnolds spejt
disaster. Getting across a fine contro, the ball
swerved just sufficiently to deceive Naisby and
reach Taylor, who headed throneh. amid wild
ecenes of rejoicing on the part of the crowd It
was 2 most fortunate finish for Now Rrompton,
and almost heart-breaking for Luton, for it was
not deserved on the play, and to losa a. record
under_these .conditions is most tantadising

A8 indicated in the remarks above, there was
ona period of about twenty minutes in the first
half whon New Rrompton were on top, but at no
other part of the game did Tuton play second
fiddle, and it speaks well for the playvers that in
aevery game they have proved the better stayers.
Undoubledly = Quinn and Smith wero  greakly
missed, and this handicapped Luton’s attack but
in every other department they were in wood form
and no weakness was manifest, the defeat not
withstanding.

Pofts was tho hefter back of the pair, his kirk.
ing being cleaner than that of Chapman. buf the
latter was troubied by an old injury to his kneo.
Blill ag a pair, they were auite the equal of the
New Brompton couple, All the halyes did well,
bt R. Hawkes had one or two nasty kunocks
which did not tend to make him' happier, although
tho gamoe was not conducted in a dirly manner.
Bab however, secmed to get what knocks there
wora. ahout, and could scarcoly moyve his jaw on
tho Journey home. As might bo oxpected, rown,
Mood}v, and Stansfield were the briglt ornaments
In nttack, although Macdonald roved ugaful and
will do_better when he gote into conditior

Brompton
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will not offon ho bosten at homa, heing *ircoxou?\
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In dofence althouzh not a rougl K]QL‘ Stran
contro-lialf was most In ovidence dofonaa,
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‘Raynoldn pml’ Taylor tho better wing, Ca‘tnnk:xh:
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