Southern League.

LUTON v. MILLWALL.
Played at Luton on Saturday. Result:—

Luton ..
Millwall ...

Tho teams were as follow:—

Luton—Naisby; Chapman and Potts; I
Hawkes, Bushell, and R. Hawkes; Brown,
Jobnson, Smith, Moody, and Stansficld.

Millwal'~Carmichael; Brice and Jeffrey ;
Frost, Wilson, and Blythe; Morris, Walker, J.

Mertin, Vineent, and Lipsham.

Referce, J. W. Baily (Leicester).

1t looked something like o'd times on Satur-
day to see such a big crowd to witness the meet-
ing of Luton and Millwall. Years ago this
used to be the most attractive match of the
season, and always drew a large attendance.
Both clubs have oxperienced many vicissitudes,
but this season Fortunoe is favouring Luton,
and it was not altogether surprising to sco
somo cight thousand spectators. The start was
delayed " half-an-hour to allow those who
wanted to atlend the opening of the Carnegie
Library, and as a consequence the game was
finished in a fading light.

Judging from the positions of the cubs on
the League takle, Luton appeared to have a
fairly casy thing on, as they were at the head
with eight points for five matches, whereas
Millwall were a long way down with only
three points for four games. Luton, too, had
scored 16 goals against 7, whilst Millwall could
only boast 3 against 5.

Unfortunately, however, Luton had to make
some alterations, as Quinn, who has been play-
ing so wel!, had not sufficiently recovered from
his injury to take his place at inside-right.
By the way. what changes take place in public
opinion ! Tast season at this time there were
many people in favour of dropping Quinn,
whose form was regarded as disappointing
and now he is very rightly looked upon as one
of the most valuabie members of the front
string

His place was taken by Johnson, who had
been deputising with great success at centre-
half, -and Bushell re-appeared in that position,
though still having his finger bandaged. I
think the popular idea was that less danger
would have been incurred by continuing John-
son ab centre-half and letting Macdonald take
the inside-right position, and, as things worked
out, it was evident that the popular view was
the correct one.

Johnson, although an enthusiastio worker,
was the weak spot in the team. His constant
over-claboration threw the forward line clean
out of gear, and the bustling tactics of Mill-
wall helped to complete the disorganisation.
Smith had been a doubtfu! starter, but he was
able to turn ouf, only to get “into the wars
again  The gamo had not been long in pro-
gress when he was bedly kicked on the head
by Jeffrey, whose action was unintentional,
but reckless, and it looked as though the Luton
centre-forward had been placed hors de com-
bat. |
With praiseworthy p'uck, however, he soon
resumed, but he received one or two more
nasty knocks, and it was not surprising that
there were some periods at which ho did not
show the unflagging zeal which usually charac-
terises his play.

Millwall, winning the toss, took the advan-
tago of a fairly strong breeze, and the way in
which - they opened the proceedings caused
some alarm among the spectators. They knocked
the Luton forwards right off thelr game, and
they gavo the Luton defence very little peace.
Time after time they carried the ball to the
vicinity of the home goal, but, luckily, they
wero ineffectivo in fimsh, owing, perhaps, in
somae degreo, to weakness on their own part,
but more particu'arly to the never-say-dis
metheds of the Luton backs.

And let me say a word here in praise of
Chapman and Potts. Thoy havo many critics,

wople who sigh for big, strong-icking backs,
Eut, after all, it is a question whether the
worrying tonacity of the Luton men is not just
as offective. Opposing forwards are never freo
of their attentions, and it is astonishing how
fow clear shots they are allowed to get at
gonl, ¢ Wi i 2 oo i
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It was a long time on Saturday before ths
Millwall forwards ocould sericusly troubs
Naisby, in spite of all their efforts and their
dangerous-looking rushes, but eventually the
Luton ocustodian d'd have a coupls of  good
ones to save, the first being a beauty from
Walker and the second coming from Martin.
In both instances Naisby proved to be perfect-
ly reliable. When Luton did at last break
through the Millwa'l defence, Johnson sont the
ball the wrong side of the upright. A little Jater
tho viditors’ goal had a marve'lous escape
from a centre by Stansfield, the other forwards
boing well up with the ball right in the mouth
of goal, and then failing to get it through.
Another attempt by Johnson was saved by
Carmichacl.

A corner for Millwall was well placed by
Lipsbem, and Wilson sent just by the post,
Then Luton made one of their most llkely-
looking attacks, and Johnson missed a glorious
opening. The other forwards had had chances,
but. when Johnson received the ball he was
bang in front of goal, and had nothing to do
but divert it into the net. With a wild kick,
however, ho accomplished the epparently im-
possihle feat of shooting yards wide Later on,
Stansfield had the misfortune to head the ball
against thoe bar, and the teams changed ends
with a blank scorc-sheet.

M:illwall opened tho seccond half as strongly
as thoy had done the first, and the home team
were again all al sixes and sevens. A good
shot by Walker went just by tho post, 1'red
Hawkes put the stopper on a fine e¢ffort by
Martin, and a shot from Lipsham struck the
post. For the rest Naisby did all that was re-
quired of him.

After this, Luton got going a bit, and  a
centrs by Brown placed the Millwall goal in
danger, but rel’ef was given by a foul on Car-
michael. Then the home team were conceded
a ccrner, and Stensfield, putting the ball
across, Moody very cleverly headed into goal,
amid {umultnous applause from the spectators.
Enccuraged by their success, the Luton team
infuszd more life into their play, but could
maks bittle impression on a stubborn and
strenuous defence.

Hereabouts, several of the home ‘team met
with injuries which, though not serious, did
not tend to improve their play. Chapman
particularly looked at one timo like being
almost a cripple, but ho kept going and put in
a lot of good work. The visitors, however,
became  very insistont, and provided Naisby
with a fair number of opportunities of show-
ing his skill. The custedian proved to be in
the best of form, and saved and cleared very
smartly, one particularly good effort being
when he tipped a rasping shot from Martin
over the bar.

Millwall forced soveral corners. and wers
given a free kick just outside ths penalty line.
Tho free kick made a siriking impression on
Smith, for he recoived a terrific shot full in the
ach.  Luckily ho soon rocovered from the
eltacts, but he will remember the game with
Millwall for some time to come.

On the whole, tho concluding stages of the
match were considerably in favour of Millwall,
but whilst they put in a lot of aggressive work,
they were not specially dangercus. Luton made
a lew attacks, but for the mcet part they were
quite content to mainain their one-geal lead.
Th's they svcoesded in doing, and if they
just deserved their victory, it 1s all that can
b2 szid. §

Millwall played a very hard game, but the

ttar chances of scoring fell to Luton, who
might very well have had a couple more goals
in the first half. Individually, the Millwall
forwards are very smart, but they have not
that excellent undorstanding which  distin-
guishes the Luton line at its best. The halves
and backs. too, are good workers, but their
football is rather of the strenuous than the
scientifie order

As already statod, the Luton men were a
long way below form. Tt is a pity that John-
son as a forward, should indulge in so much
oireumlaention. Is is o very clever player,
but allows his clevernese to run away with him,
foraptting that’ whilst he is dodging about
with the ball, good openings are being lost to
his comrades =~ When playing half-back, he
rocognises that he has to got rid of the ball,
and owing to that, his work in that department
is much mora valuable than at forward.

Bushell played a much-improved game at
certre-half, and his colleagues in that line did
rood service, red Hawlkes espeoially being in
fine form. Chapman and Potts were inde-
fatipublo at back. Naisby had his first oppor-
tanity of showing what a’smart goalkeoper he
is_and ho mado tho moet of it. His custodian-
ship was without o blemigh, :
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