Southern League,

: PORTSMOUTH . LUTON,
Played at Fratton Park on ¢ SRy

Portsmonth . T S ?F?r‘%aagballéfsult 3

Tinton', o nlee s 1 goal.

The teams were as follow .—

Luton—Naisby ; Cha man and 685 F. Hz
Bushell, and K. M- 1iawxw;Po}s:6w1;)' Héﬁﬁfﬂ’
Sri.)xthc Moodmy, a.l(}g Stansfizid. ! ?

ortsmou -~ Cope; Thomscn - “

Yatos, Buick, and A. K. Knight; No?;?g KYZ?.’;“ ®
Turner, McMahon, and A, Turner, 2 g

Referce, Mr. J. Schumacher (London).

Previous to Saturday, Luton had paid ten visits

. Portsmouth in search  of Southern League
points without reward, and the goal average
worked out at 18 to 2 in favour of Portsmouth,
and both Luton’s goals were netted last season.
The same team made the journey which met with
defeat at Norwich the previous week, and they
woro expocted to make history by eaming one
point at least, but again luck was against them,
an: Pompey once more secured full points, al-
theugh it was the nearest shave possible, and, as
at Norwich and New Brompton, it was right on
time when the fatal goal came. At the commence-
ment of the seasor Luton enjoyed these late re-
wards, but it appears Fortune’s whesl has taken
another turn, and scon they will have to gericusly
considsr if it is not poszible to shorten the time
of each half by one or two minutes.

Portsmouth have been going none too well, and
an experiment was mads in placing R. Purner,
who 1s & new left-wing forward from Leicester
Fosse, at centre-forward, and thus ailowing
McMahon to take up his old position at inside.
loft. Tho ouly other fresh faces were the extreme
wingers, Noble and A. Turner, the latter being a
local who hag just been induced to sign profes-
sional forms after one or two trials as an ama-
teur. There was not a dsal of local confidence in
tlie team, and the matel attracted about the
smaliest crowd which Lunton have faced on thig
groand.

Bob Hawkes won the toss, but ro advantage
came from this, and the opening was protty even,
the backs on each sids hoiding the attack at bay
with comparative ease. Neither goalkeeper was
called upon until 3 slip by Yates let in Moody,
but Cope, coming out, intercepted the pass and
cleared. ~Luion now attacked for some mizutes,
and Warner was so ciosely pressed that he was
compelled to concede a cornefs This was quickly
followed by two other flag kicks, but in each €ase
Cope was able to fist the ball ciear. After this,
the Luton attack fell away, and the ball was kept
in the vicinity of Naisby, but the Luton goalie
%3S not sericusly troubled, and was able to clear
the few attempts which camo to hand with ease.
Buob,at last a hot drive from Kirby brought about
a dangerous situation, although it wag a palpable
error on the part of the referece which led up to it.
Naisby, after catching the ball, held it for a
second or two, but did no’ move his feet, and
uitimately threw the bali away down the fieid.
When the whistle went, players and spectators
were evidentiy surprised, and for .the mement
neither side sceined to know what position to take
up, bub at last the ball being placed a few yards
out of goal, it was observed that the teferee
had awarded Portsmouth a frée kick right in the
goel-mouth, presumably for Naishy carrying tho
ball However, it came to nothing, for A.
Turner, with a flying kick, sent the ball yards
over the goal. - -

Just here Portsmouth were having decidedly
the better of the game, and ftwice Naishy did
well to cloar the ball from corner kicks.
But Luton were not always on the defensive, and
a fine burst throvgh on the part of Quml} looked
godd business until Warner managed to biock the
way. Btill, danger was not over, and Smith gof
in a good altempt, only to find Cope on the spot.
Following this, Luton fook up the running again,
and the home defence was hard put to it to save
their lines. Shots were pat in by Smith and
Quinn, but Cope was playing finely, and the whole
Pompey defence were on the alert to prevent
danger, and finaliy their worrying tactics wore
this onslaught down. Warner on one occasion
brought Brown down badly‘ when the Luton
winger was well away, and this probably affected
the latter’s game all through the piece, for he
never afterwards appeared in his usual form.

In the later stages of the first half, the game
rosumed it8 early character of quick end-to-end

lay, and on the wholo was fairly even. But with-
rn a minute of the imterval, a sudden dash through
on tho part of the homo riiht wing finished with
a contre from Nobls, and R. Turner bem‘% right
in goal, casily turned the ball through, ithout
a doubt, this should have bean disallowed, for
Noblo wag several yards from the goal-lino when
he middled the ball, and the actual scorer had no
ons but Naishy o beat; indeed, he wa.s_‘fructically
on the goal-line, bub the roferce paid no heed
to Luton’s protests, and half-time coming imme-
diately after, found Luton a goal down most un-
deservedly, © 00 S N e
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The socond half opened with both teams going
ding-dong, and the game was a fine one to watch.
Just at first Portsmouth appeared likely to add
to their lead, but it was only for a minute or
two. Luton came again, and Brown gave Cope
a warm handful to negotiate, which he did in
splondid style, but twelve minutes from the re-
start Knight let in the Luton right wing, and the
ball coming to Smith from a pass up by Bushell,
the Luton centre beat Cope with a sharp rising
shot in the far cormer of the net. Luton played
up in dashing style following this, and the Ports-
mouth defence was frequenfly hard pressed, but
did some clever and effective work. Buick con-
ceded a cormer, from which nothing resulted, and
two place kicks for fouls on Quinn also came to
nothing. At this stage, the spectators were
treated to a deal of whistle, for not only were
fouls pretty frequent, but R. Turner, in particu-
lar, was very prone to lay offside, and was con-
tinually being pulled up. The crowd did not
always appreciale the roferce’s rulings on this
point, bui certainly he was usually correct, for
Turner kept between Bushell and the Luton backs, 1
and if either Chapman or Potts went in to tackle |
onc of the wing men, it invariabiy left Turner
in an offside pesition. The Luton gosl was en-
dangered by a successon of corner kicks, but al-
though these were more numerous than usual, not
one resulted in a goal. About the nearest scoring
effort came from a fine drive by R. Turner, but
Naisby got to it and brought off a magnificent
save. At the opposite end a centre from Brown
almost brought about a leading goal for Luton,
GCope falling with the attacking inside forwards
well up, but the ball was somehow muddled away.
Tmmediatelv after, probably the finest shot of the
match came from Quinn, but it struck the ctoss-
bar with Cone beaten to the worid, and was finally
clzared by one of the backs.

Ten minubes from the finish R. Turner was pre-
sented with the easiest chance of the game, but
with no one but Naishy to beat, he tamely placed
the ball wide. It was a terrible miss, and the
only excuse for the faiiure can be that the home
centre-forward must have thought Naishy would
dash out and bowl him over be‘ore he could get
his shot in sand thus he took hurried aim when
he could have wallked the bail through. After this
let-off, Luton certainiy appeared likely to get one
point, and five minutes before the close two ap-
peared well on the way, for Moody was observed
to be making a bee-line towards goal with the ball
well under cortrol, until he was badly brought
down by Warner just outside the penalty area.
The resulting free kick was really no punishment
for such a flagrant offence, and without doubt
this won the match for Portsmouth. Moody was
rendered quite useless, and walked off the field a
minunte later. Lven now the odds were that Luten
wouid maintain their advantage. and draw the
match. Indeed, a shot from F. Hawkes only
missed by about a foot, but a breakaway by R.
Tuarner dashed all their hopes. He went through,
and_made full amends for his previous miss by
georing a sensational goal rigcht on time. The
shot was a fine cne and deserved the goal, but
nu. to give hir side such an advantage as winning
the game.

1t is really singular that Luton, almost without
exception, have this season allowed their oppo-
nonts to score first, and this means they have
always to play an uphill game. To their credit
be it said they have played under this handicap
in fine style, but when their opponents have
managzed to get the lead and there only remains
one minube to play, it is almost impossible to
regain a point at so late a stage, and this has
baen the case on all three occasions when the
match has been lost this season.

On Saturday. Lunton were decidedly unlucky, for
they fully deserved to como away with one point,
and the critics were unanimous, as at Norwich, in
voting the game the finest seen on the ground
this ecason. Tuton have not played more attrac-
tive football since their early Second League
days, and are becoming one of the most welcome
visitors to all the Southern League ciubs. There
was no pronounced weak spot in the side, Naisby
having no chance with eitlier goal. Both backs
camo ont of a hard game with credit, if not quite
g0 good as the previous weck. The halves all did
well, with Fred Hawkes the pick of the line,
Bushell doing best in attacking work, although
Bob was always to the fore and was only second
to his namesake. The forwazd work was bril-
liant at tijnes, but, as previously mentioned,
Brown was Put off his game by tho vigorous
attentions of Warner. Smith did better than
recently, being quicker on the ball: indeed, with
the possible exception of Brown. the whole five
waro right on top of their form, Quinn’s shooting
being more deadly than usual, but his luck in
this_direction was quite out. :

Millwall were the only visiting team in the
Southern League to win on Saturday, and they
beat Exeter City hy 2 goals {o 1. Southend made
a goalless draw at Crystal Palace, and Coventry
City drew with the Rovers at Bristol at 1 goal
all. Other results :—Breniford, 3; Southamp-
ton, 2; Brighton, 2. Queen’s Park Rangers, 1;
Swindon 5, New Brompton 0; Northampton 2,
West ITam 0; Leyton 1, Plymouth Argyle 0;
Watford 3 Norwich Cit

iy 0.
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