Southern League,

SWINDON v. LUTON.
Played at Swindon on Saturday. Result :—
By indonGat s o st o 4 goals.
O S .« 1 goal.

The teams were as under :—

Luton—Naisby; Chapman and C. Watson; F.
HMawlkes, Bushell, and Johnson; Brown, Quinn, |
Smith, Moody, and Stansfield. ‘

Swindon—Skiiler; Kay and Walker; Tout, Ban-
nister, and Siltoe; Jefferson, Rushton, Birkinshaw,
Bown, and Bolland.

Roferee, Mr. G. W. Verge (Willesden).

Although Luton usually come out well in their
oncounters with Swindon on the Dunstabie-road
enclosure, they have never been very successfu}
when visiting the railway centre. It is true that
last season the result at Swindon was a draw, but
the home side were then suffering from tho re-
aclion caused by their strenuous Cup fights and
were not so keen as usual; therefore the result d:d
not possess a deal of significance. Swindon, in
consequenco of their Cup success last season, have
been able to provide capable reserves, and at the
present time have the largest wage bill in their
history.  Therefore the fact that Fleming and
Wheatcroft were unable to assist, did not handi-
cap them as it would have done Luton under simi-
lar circumstances, for Birkinshaw and Rushton
proved worthy substitutes; indeed, in the opinion
of many, the former is a more eifective pivot than
Wheatcroft. Luton again played Claude Watson |
in preference to Potts, the last-mentioned player
being given a rest in view of Saturday’s Cup-tie. |

The gate was a small one, and at no time ox-
cooded 4,000. the carly start no doubt being partly
responsible for this, as in the majority of football
centres. Smith kicked off for Luton, and at once
a raid was made on the Swindon goal, but it was
short-lived, for Johnson, who tried to improve the
opportunity, unfortunately piaced a trifie wide, al-
though the attempt was a good one. The first
attack by Swindon came from Jefferson, who,
gofting a pass from Bannister, raced down in fine
style, but his middle went fiying we!l over the bar.
A short kick by Kay let in Stansfield for the
moment, but the back quickly recovered, and
putting the ball right across to Boiland, it was
carried down the wing by the Swindon outside-
left, and finally planted well in the mouth of goal.
Naisby prevented a goal in the first instance, but
cou:d not clear, for quite a crowd of players were
on the spot. Once or twice the ball was put back,
and eventually Jefferson, meeting it as it came
off the upright, sent it through before Naisby
could recover himself, and thus Swindon drew first
blood inside five minutes.  This success infused
more life into the game, and Luton attacked,
Smith and Quinn getting perilously near to goal.
Bannpister effected a clearance, and then followed
a nice run through by the Swindon forwards,
Bolland finally working in and finishing with a
hard shot which Naisby did well to stop, but
again it was not cleared. There was a tough
struggle for possession, but Naisby stuck to his
guns and cleared in the erd amid much excite-
ment, for it seemed almost impossible to prevent
a score, so hot was the pressure. Another centre
from Bolland was well met by Chapman, for a
misi wouid have meant Bown having an open
goa
It was only oceasionally that Luton got dan-
gerous, but once matters looked pro ng when
a pass across the ficld found Brown in possession,
He neatly tricked Walker, and showing the home
back a clean pair of heels, went for goal, but
his final effort was very tame, as he placed the
ball yards wido in the simplest manner possible
TLater on, Smith, going through the cenire, was
badly fouled some thirty yards out, and a free
kick was awarded. This was weil placed, and
several players tried to get in an effective shot
without result, until at last the ball came back to
PBushell, who 12t drive with a fine attempt, cniy to
see it sail about a couple of feet over the bar.

Thers was an exciting incident following a
rrand centre from almost over the goal-line on
he part of Jefferson, the ball dropping just in
the centre of the goal-mouth and a couple of
Swindon players being right on the spot. Neither
would have been offside from the original centre,
and when one of them headed the ball (it was
difficnlt to sny which, so near were they together)
and it was found resting in the net, the crow
natnrally concluded a second goal had been scored,
and the refereo quite agreed with the popular
verdict. But the Luton players held a differont
opinion, and after some little argument the
roferee was indunced to consult both linesmen, with
tho rosuit that the goal was struck off. It appears
affer the ball came off the Swindon player’s head,
it just struck the boot of the second player. who
happencd to be a trifie nearer Naisby and was
thus offside. g

But the relief was only temporary. for & minute
or go later Birkinshaw neatly rounded Chapman,
and by an individunal effort compiotely beat
Naiecby, the ball travelling all along the ground
into the far corner of the net. It was a cleves
goal. and weil deserved tho cheers it received
from tho spectators.© TLuton made their most
determined effort just before the interval, ;

\

they had no luck in shooting, Moody’s af pb
being well gayed, while Brown wag the slightest
ghave out with his shot, and ab half-time the score
stood two clear goals in favour of Swindon.

The gecond haif went the same way as the first,
@r Swindon were always on the altack except for
a few breakaways, and before long the igsuc was
put beyond all doubt by Rushton
woal from o chance opening,
the ball from a throw-in, he did not
@ ghoat of a ehance of notching o »’;’1

i

&
ing round his man, he took delib
pont the hali fiyine througl «hwm
Nalshy’s reach. d apper lﬁ
polut. bub if was of ‘the su; ord
awny from the eoalkeeper
 Midway through the seco

ewhat, and | rowl 8 d



earlier efforts, and naturally the Luton dafence
had a somewhat easier time. 8till, Jefferson was
always Iyln’:ycl] out for anything that turned
up, and getting a chance, took the ball right
down to the line, and with a clever middlo all
along the ground, gave Bown the easiest chance
imaginable. of which he took advantage, and the
Railwaymen were four u 5

There remained little time for a Luton recovery,
but.tlm_v did manage to get a goal during the
closing minutes, Fred Iiawkes 6eizing upon a
centre from the left and netting with a well-
judged shot. to the delight of his comrades, who
otherwise would have last their record of scoring
in oevery match this season, which they possess
ulx Ic)umpau,v with Aston Villa only of the sixty big
clubs,

Although the defeat appears bad on paper, it
compares with the usual fate clubs meet with ab
Swindon, for Fred Hawkes’ goal is only the second
that has heaten Skiller on his own pitch, while it
Was the third time Swindon have scored four goals
and once they have netted five. Luton’s chief
falling away ‘on Saturday was in attack, and it
is a long time since they went through a whole
game for so little effect, even if they did not make
uso of their openings. The right wing was cer-
tainly the betfer on Saturday. As a result of the
oxtra work thrown upon them by the persistent
attack of the Railwaymen, the middle line could
not give that assistance they usually do to their
forwards, and this was probably the reacon of
the comparative ineffectiveness of Lufon’s quin-
tette The Luton halves were probably the hardost
worked players on the field, and none could be
said to havq played poorly, although Bushell was
about the pick. "The chief fault of tho back divi-
sion was the rather poor clearances, for neither
player hooted the ball down the field so well as
the opposing pair, but against this must be set
the fact that the latter were not “played on”
to tho extont the Luton couple were. . Naisby
cm;]ld not be blamed for the defeat, and did really
well.

Skiller had comparatively littlo to do, and of
the backs Kay was the sounder, although both did
well. The middle line were a trio of workers, and
although short of their regular players, the home
attack pave a fine exhibition of thrusting forward
work. Bolland did well at first, but was over-
shadowed by Jefferson in the second half, and the
Southern Leaguo winger was the most effective
playor on the field. Probably Birkinshaw stood
noxt, and if he is again put out of the team, it
will not be for want of ability, but simply on
account of the greater experience of Wheatcroft,
Anyway, he is a much better centre-forward than
the majority of Southern League clubs possess,

By beating Stockport County, at the third at-
tempf, by a goal to nil, Rochdale qualified on
Monday to meet Luton in the next round of the
Cup Competition on Saturday next. The match
will be played at Rochdale, where it is expected
2 10.000 gate may be relied upon. The Rochdale
team is made up of players who have been identi-
fied with the three principal Leagues, and in-
cludes Biggar, the old Watford custodian, in goal,
and  Blackett, the old Luton man. I alsd
hear that Rankin. who at one time played for
Luton, is connected with the team. which likewise
includes five men who formerly played for Brad-
ford Park Avenue.

Luton, who will make the journey on Friday,
have certainly got no snip on. For two seasons
Rochdale® have not been beaten on their own
rround, and this season they have not heen beaten
at home or away since Sept. 10th. Nevertheless
they are not quite of ths class that Luton are
accustomed to, and a real determined effort should
be sufficient to pull through,

But if Luton are to win, the forwards will not
have to waste time and effort on the close passing
came, and the backs will not have to both toe
the same line, as they all too often do, so that
when an ooposing forward zets by one, he has
practically beaten both. If Luton play the open
@ame which enabled them to pull the match out
of the fire at Brighton, they should stand a good
chance of winning.
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