Southern League,

—_—
LUTON v, BRENTFORD,
Played at Luton on Saturday.
Luton .
Brentfor:

Result;—
1 goal.
1 goal.

-
Luton—Naisby; Chapman and Wightman:
F. *Hawkes, Pushell, nnd B M. Samani
Brows, Quinn, Smith, Moody.
Brentford — Ling; Rhedes and  Buxton:
Richards, Hamilton, and - Konnedy; ﬁ\y:ﬁ'é
Sibbald, Roid, Hollitrake, and Pros. -
Roferve, Mr. R. Bockley (Chesham).

50
and Stanslield.

The weather was vory
day, roin folling most of the time, but in sp.te
of that thero was a very good attendance, the
spectators numbering about 5,000, It was the
first Sgulhcrn League match at home since the
beginning of No_vumbor*u, period of six wooks,

unpleasant on Satup-

Naturally, aftor the heavy and continuous
rains, the ground was in o very soft state, and
as tho game procecded, the mud in midfield
became so churned up that passing the ball or
even shooting was at times a very difficult
matter, but considering the advorse conlifions,
the play all through was very good. <

Needless to state, Bob lost the toss, and
Luton started the game, Smith kicking off to-
wards the Dunstable end goal, from which a
fairly strong wind blew right’ to tho. Luton
end. The beginning of the match was of a
sensational character. TWo or more attacks
by Brentford had been boaton off when the
bali was again taken behind. Wightman took
the goal kick and struck Reid with the ball.
The visitors’ centre-forwand was in the penalty
area, and stopping the ball and steadying him-
sell, he had an easy pot at goal, and though
Naishy made an attempt to grab the bail, he
could not quite catch it, and Brontford wore
thus a goal to the good.

Tt was the softest goal possible. Wighiman
kicked off well from goal as a rule, and it
Wwas a misfortune for him to make such an in-
nuspicious start. It was an expensive mistake,
but the crowd and players took it merely as a,
ctroke of bad luck, which it was. The spec-
tators applauded the new back directly after-
wards when he tackled the Brentéord right
wing and dashed in and cleared.

Brentford showed plenty of thrustful
methods in the ensuing five minutes, and
strangely enough from a cannon they nearly
g0t a second goal, the ball again hitting Reid,
who refaliated with a shot at goal, Naisby
sending the ball round the post for a fruitloss
corner. - Corner followed corner in rapid suc.
cassion, but the defence seemed very safe,
ospecially Naisby. The attacking did not come
all from the Brentford forwards. Luton, as
usual, made the mistake of playing tao close &
passing game, and on the muddy surface short
passing was very unwise.

3 B 0

Trom a free kick for hands against Buxton,
Bob placed the ball neatly to Moody, who
headed to Smith, for the latter aleo fo hoad
the ball right across tho goal-mouth. It ap-
peared cerlain to go-in, but Ling, by a quick
plungo, saved the leather from erossing the
line. ~ Mary of tho spectators at the other ond
cried “Goal,” but thos> near the Brentford
goal saw that Ling had not been beaten. The
goalkeeper had no sinccure, for immediately
afterwards Fred Hawles placed the ball into
Ling’s hands, and the custedian also dashed
out to clear an n.tfack l:y Moo-dy

The reforee considerably aggravated the
spectators by pulling th uton men up for
offsi On several acoasiong thero was Eut a
foot or s0 in it, but the decisions, as seon from
the Press box, seemod to he correct.
decisions served o good purpose for Luton, for
instead of playing eo closely fogather, long
passes wors resorted to, and from one of thase
8 succeesful attack ma:ur('d, -

Quinn passed to his partner, who dashed
down the line and gwung the ball across.
Thers was a short soramblo for it betwoen
Mowly and Ling, and to the surprise of the
lattor, Bert gob there first, and seomad
cztch the ball in his lap. He had nothing to

. do but to push it forward, and it safely m[fmﬁd

ofl for goal.
ovorhauled him
4 usoless corner.

The Luton back, fortunatoly,
and kicked the ball behind for

Stansfield found Ling o little more omploy-
mant, but at the other end Brontford wore soon
bammoring away again, Thoy forced o cornor.
which Frost placed in front, and two or three
men endeavourad to
man mado
vory coolly,

put it through, but Wight.
good uss of his head and relioved

~ 0 »
Ling did not mind taking modorato risks,
Once in partioular he clearad magnificontly.
rown centred to Smith, and whilst tho latter
lad the ball at the ond of his boot, Ling flung
himself down, secured the ball and threw

away. Bob also tosted Ling from long range,
!;ut whether from long or short distances, the
oes’

goalleeper seemed equally ot home,
= 5

.

Fortunately for Luton, I'rost in the next
minute was ruled offside. e shot directly ho
received the ball, and Naisby, stooping down,
let the ball glide through his hands and logs
into tho net. A little later Naisby made a
brilliant save from a crowd of players. Reid
shot straight for goal, and once again the
Luton goalkeoper was callod upon, whilst a
corner was foreed off Wightman,
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Naisby continued to play very cleverly.
Another player on the Luton sido who wis
showing o " great advantage wag Bushell.
Without giving away any of the freo licks for
which Aba Jones was more or less famous, he
was getting through a large amount of worlk
and doing it well.  First ’i:"rost tried Naishy,
and then Hollinrako locked cortain to notch
a goal, but once mare the Luton goalkeeper
correctly gauged the spot at which the inside-
left aimed and cleared the shof.

Brown did not receive o many passes as he
might have done, but gererally he made good
use of them. One in particular wos well uti-
lised. About a_dozen yards from the goal-line
he crossed the ball for Moody to dash in and
head into goal. Ling, however, suddenly
popped up and threw away.  About twenty
minutes from tho end the light, which had been
bad =ll the afternoon, became yery much
worse, but the referee and players stuck to
the zarue, which evontually covered the regula-
tion period.
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Long kicking secmed to be the order for the
last five minutes, d though the attack never
diminished to any serious extent, it could not
break through the defence to seriousiy trouble
thogoalkeapers, and to_the end Ling and
Naisby maintained an impregnable defence.
Though they had tried very hard, the teams
could not add anything tangible to the half-
time score, and the result was a draw at 1 all.
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TLe game was not one in which science was
very conspicuous. The wind and the abnormal
rain of late made the going very difficult,’and
in places the ball scemed to require an exceed-
ingly large amount of pushing to make it
travel.  Smith occasionally found himself in
this morass, and could not put the ball out ic
cither waiting wing.
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Bushell quite excelled himself on Saturday.
T ot A Bl ool s o o L
head and feet. Fred Hawkes maintained his
usual safe, Needham-like methods, _whl)sh RBob
Hawles was cool and clever.  Chief interest
naturally centred in the new back. At first,
Wightman was a bit unsteady, but he soon
improved, and on the whole played a very
promising game. A number of times he tackled
uncommonly well, and as he possosses a fvod
furn of speed, there is every indication of his
proving o useful man. e and Chapman soon
zot together, and they did not make the mis-
take which has lost us a good many goals this
season, of both toeing the same Line.
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A ipeeial word must be given Naishy. When
he ﬁr‘;c appeared at Luton he looked none too
big for a goalloeper, but he plays with rare
intelligence, and seoms all over the shop.
Agilo with long shots, he can get down to low
ones, go that all come alike to him. lel'gh
shots he generally manages to turn over the
crosshar, and on Saturday he knew when to
dash out and when to stay at home. 2
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d are a well-made, strapping lot of
it oo saemns to
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in the nct, while the other b o
team duly ahook_ hnnda.wu)x t'h:a “eoror.

The ball was got into the Brontford net a
socond time, bub offzide nullified it.  Fred
Hawkos, “who occazionupﬁ]. dribbled throqfﬂr
the defence, shot hard, The ball struck Smith,
who acted it to tha other end of the goal,
but the referes whistled him offmde. Ling, in
the poxt minute, rether foolishly loft his foot

i ‘r, and it caught Stanfield I So
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awnrded Droptford o free kick. At half-time | s tho i l;ﬁ maﬁﬁh 0
tho sore socd ot on,oe”. / : o ?;:w @g t%o,,m ,
i freely in tho second half o pectodly lost ol
.. Fi%’l%’:e&k’ln‘mi:i%o i it el o
conge ( o

3 tad nf
g
] rhidly
oo sk iy o
grain, a6 ho bont Cha

¥
o2y

ows. The strength of tho defence |
{:i{l \viﬂbh the backi Mwho can tackle n.nd“ luc!ﬁ
woll, whi:]st Lin s}:émm how {o gave
hopelosy shots. i
wrg\ds‘ but on Saturday n‘-lgood} sal of Iu
foll to his lot, and apart from tho goal he
obtained, he looked quito a scoror o ~ two
notable ocmnion:‘ & 3 ,

Tho most intorasting of




