WATFORD v. LUTON.
Played at Watford on Boxing Day. Result:
Waitford . o ol igoal
Luton ... nil.

Teams:—

Watford—Webster ; Stewart and Lockett;
Beaumont, Kent, and Davies; Tattersall, Mac-
lainie, «Flint, White, and Wheeler.

Luton—Jarvis; Wightman amd Pobts; F.
Hawlkes, Bushell, and Johnson; Brown,
Quinn, Moody, Lashbreoke, and Stansfield.
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The meet'ng * of Luton. and Watford on
Boxing Day was marked by all the old-time
excitement, and the only regrot of the large
number of excursionists from Luton was that
tho Blues lost when they really deserved to
win. The match afforded the opportunity for
a pleasant ouling, and was almost as popular
as it would have been on a Gocd Friday, as
wag the case for several consecutive years.
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The G.N. Station at Luton was simply be-
sioged botween twelve and half-past.  There
was a rush for cheap tickets, and those who
arrived early went on by the ordinary train

® af 12.20, but had to change at Dunstable. The
real excursion train started ten ‘minutes later,
and every compartment was packed, while
many wero glad ‘to obtain standing room in
tho guard’s van. - Even then many were left
behind, and a good number went via St.
Albans, The number of cheap tickets issued
on the Northern was about a thousand.

Although the cxcursionists had had a quick
lunch instead of the wmal leisurely Boxing
Day dinner, they were a happy loti. = There
were as many as sixteen in a compartment, but
it dcemed to be a matter of the more the
merricr.  Dexpite the discomforts, everyone
seemed determimed to be mirry and bright,
and the choruses of popular songs were sung
with gusto. 5 5
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Upon arrival at Watford, the Lutonians at
once wended their way to the football ground,
and for a $ime there seemed to be more visitors
than supparters of the home team. Whon the
game started, however, there was an atten-
dance of over seven thousand, and ths gate
realicod £226, of which Luton reeeived half,
the clubs having arranged to pool the proceeds
of tho match and that on ths following day.

Unfortunatg?y, Luton were forced to make
somo changes in their team. Smith was suffer-
ing from the injury to his ehoulder sustained
ab ston on Saturday, and co Moody was
tiransfarred to the eentre, Lashbrooke being
intreduced at inside-left.  Naisby was out of
the team beeause of a bad hand, R, Hawkes
was having a rest, and at back Potts reap-
‘peared after an interval of some weeks.

- - o

The weather was fine and not at all cold for
- the time of year. The ground was pather
heavy, and to this was partly due the fact that
the players did: not really settlo down during
 bhe fivst half-hour. Most of the exciting play
took place in the second half, but right up
o the last minute it schmed that the  recult
would be a pointless draw. Some looso play
Jdn fronf of the Luton geal, however, resulted
in White gotting in a chot which beat Jarvis,
Then the Watford supporters cheered, and the
applavie had hardly died away when time
wag called. : :
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I. Hawles, who was. captain of the Luton
team, won the toes, but very little advantage”
was pained from this, as there was practically

. 1o wind.  Luton had tho better of the opening |
play, bug after o time Watford improved, and
to the ind srvu] the exchanges were fairly even,
with most of the chances falling to Luton,
Biarly in the ﬁa.mo Laghbrooke had a nasty

sheking-up, and for a time he was samewhat |

. flup\(l, Ho changed places with Stansfiald,
and judt before the intorval gt across o swaft
ot whicly . caused Webstor to punch threo |
times bofore he was al:lo to cloar.
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Tha: first real attempt of th L ame |
Trom White, who med & contro g‘om“tgg rc:ml?'i?
Hig gho, wiag o high onhe, and Jarvig t‘,oucg;@d
if ovor. ‘White again got dangerous, * and |

«%ahr]wﬁn alse;an}?d in front of goal. A run on |
{ i}:o%%}l g{n right résultod in Loshbroolks putting

l, but ono of tho Watford baoks ing
\ Watford wore the néxt!%;ixaﬁm‘:r




and Wightman eventually cleared -fter some
exciting play.
. L

Flint looked like gatting through when he
met a centro from the left, but he was ham-
peved by Potts and shot wide. At the other
ond Brown pat across a splendid cf\ptre. but
Stanstie'l just failed to reach it. The Wat-
ford right wing then made .the running, and
White dashod in, but Wightman headed down
and thon cleared. A freo kick for a foul on
Moody was talken by Fred Hawkes. He shot
straight at Webster, who dropped the ball,
but recovered it quickly.
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A shot from the Watford left seem=d to
causo a misunderstanding between Jarvis and
Potts, but the goalkeaper pounced on the ball
in tima.  Good play on the Luton right ended
in the ball being scent across.  Stansfield
hoaded whilet on the run, and Webster could
only punch over the bar. Stansfield took the
flag  kick, and Webster ran almost to the
opposite corner before he finally cleared.
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At half-time there was no score. The Wat-
ford forwards were not a very smart set, and
generally found the Luten backs too good for
them. Wightman never hesitated and kicked
with fine strength, while his partner was in
good form. The Lutcn front rank, on the
oivher hand;, missed Smith, for Moody was not
thoroughly at home in the centre, and Lach
brooke felt rather sirange on the left.
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Affor the interval Stansfield again went to
outside-left, but hz did not reeeive much sup-
port from Lashbrooke, who was not quick and
cnergesic enough. A few minutes from the
finish the roserve man had a splendid chance
of scoring, and was not exactly pleased with
himself when he found he had missed. The
ball came across squarely from Brown, and
Lashbrooke scemi>d a certain scorer. It was
an casy chance—too easy, in fact, for the
inside-left shot wide when that seemed next to
impossibl>. It was the worst miss of the
match.
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With the exception of Watford's goal, that
was the outstanding incident of the sccond
half. During one warm attack by Luton, one
of the Watford halves knocked the ball with
his hand and cleared. There were shouts of
! Penalty,” but the referee took no notice, and
Watford were quickly at the other end.
Barlier in this half Watford supporters ap-
pealed for a penalty when one of the home
forwards fell with Potts, bus the back’s charge
was a perfectly fair one.

The greasy ball gave Jarvis some trouble
in the carly stages of the second half, but he
recovered the sphere in time to prevent any-
thing untoward happening. Following a free
kick for Luton, Lashbrooke sent across a good
centre, but the other forwards were in front
of -it.  Watford forwards tried one or two
long shots, and then attacked in style, only
-to be repulsed. z

A cross shot from Lashbrooke caused -Wab-
ster to punt out, and Quinn shot over. Thon
Moody got his head to a centre from Brown,
but the ball went out of play; still, it was a

‘near thing. And so the gamo went on. As
the minutes slowly passed, the excitement in-
creased.  Luton looked more like scoring than
Watford, but good fortune favoured the Hert-
fordshire men in the last minute. The Luton

- backs failed to clear in some secrambling play, ‘
and White put in a low shot well out of the |
reach of Jarvis, . |
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Watford did not deserve to win on the run
of the play, and they certainly would not have |
done had Luton been at full strength, But
there was no time for vain regrets. Directly
the gamo was over thero was a rush for the |
gates, and the Lutonians eagerly sought places
whero they could obtain tea. - Most of the
usual places were ghut up, and nearly all the
vieitors had to make shift with what they
oould get  Aftorwards they returned to the
station, and the first train arrived in Luton |
shortly bafore eight o'clock. It was then rain-
ing. So onded a ploasant outing. ‘



	Watford A LN
	Watford A LN2

