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SOUTHAMPTON v. LUTON.

Played at Southampion on Baturday.
Result : —

L ATUOIL | i T ch o s o sy o e Tlll_
Southampton ............. e el (4 B

: \
Th- teams were constituted as under:—

Luton—Jarvis; Chapman and Wightman:
F. Hawkes, Dushell, and R. M. Hawkes:
Brown, Qunn, Johinson, Mcody, and Stans
field,

Southampton — Goodchild; Eastham and
Glover; Johnston, Monk, and Trueman:
Smith, Jefferies, Jepp, Wheeler, and Blake.

Referee, Mr. I, R, Viveash (Lond®n).

Since the opeming matech of the season
Southampton have had a varied gxperience ;,
indeed, at the end of October they were abso-
ute!y at thi> bottom of the table, which was
something fresh for them. 'Then a regular re-
shullliing of the team took place, and for a
long peried they never logt a mateh, and went
near to the top sawyers. During the ho'iday
games, howevor, they failed to keer this up,
and Millwall by an early goal carried away a
couple of points the Saturday previous to
Luton’s visit, while Scuthamyton also lout at
Park Royal. .

Like tho majority of c'ubs, the extra matches
gla,yf-::d recently have told their tale, an«
Southampton were handicapped by the absence
of at least five players who have been ingtru-
mental m bringing about the material im-
provement 1n results indicated above. Beau-
mont, who had recently been engaged, was
suffering from an injured toe, while A. C.
Jrown, another ex-Pompey player, has a bad
log, and H DBrown is nursing an injured ankle.
Soon after the season started the Saints dis
covered a demtre-forward in Kimpton, who
hails from the Watferd district; indeed, he
played in one of the trial matches at Watford,
but was not signed up. He also was absent
on waturday. 'Therefore ths only one of the
five absentees who has previcusly played as a
Saint against Luton was Robertson, who was
hobbling about with a stick and 13 not ex-
pf:ct]ed to turn out again for a month or six
waosks.

T’he newecomers out on Saturday were Good-
child, Monk, Smith, and Wheeler. Goedchild
was preferred to Burrows, who scems to have
gone right off, although he was playing for the
sccond string 1n the Hampshire League. Monk
comes from Salisbury City, and is quite estab-
lished at centre-half. Smith and Wheeler are
loccal reserves who were playing in the
Southarn Ieague for the first time.

The Saints started the game, Bob Hawkes
having won the toss, and were soon observed
well 1n the Luton goal area. Blake was the
first to get away, and his contre was headed
towards the goal by Jepp, but Jarvis saved by
giving a corner, which was cleared. The ball
was very soon brought back acain, and True-
man tried a good drive, which Jarvis stopped
with h:s knees, but the ball rolled oui of his
reach.  Jelieries charged him, but failed to

gain the ball, and Wightman booted 1t well
over the gecal at the expense of another corner.
At this stage the pressure was very hot on the
uton defencz, and for some time the Luton

forwards took little part in the exchanges; but
eventually the venue- was altered by a nice
effort from Brown, who wound up with a fine
centre, only to sce Ifastham kick 1v away
down the field.

Having found hig feet, Brown was continu-
ally patting through, and Geodchild was rather
fortunate to get at ome particularly smart
middle from the Luton right wing, as both
Moody and Johnson were well on the spot.
Most of the attacking came from this side of
the field, and Quinn appearcd to be going
through ine fine style when he was brought
down quite a couple of yards inside the penalty
arca, and a ponalty kick seemed inevitable.
The referee, however, very carefully placed
tho ball a few inches outside the mark, and
the free kick was charged down, and a return
attempt was cleared by INastham. Undoubted-
ly the referee made a blunder which had a big
influence on the result, for at this point Luton
were having most of the game, and 1t only
needed a goal to give them confidence.

Jut, afterwands another fine cross centre
from Brown hed only to be touched to find the
net, but it missed Jchnson’s head by 1inches,
and Stansfield was too near the line to shoot
when the ball fell at his toe. He tried to push
the ball back to the goal-mcuth, but did not
send it far enough, and Kastham onde more
cleared his lines with a huge kick. At length
the Saints had another look-in, but 1t was evi-
dent Jepp was not an ideal centre, and several
promising passes went begeing, Jefferies in:
tiated an exciting incident when he dashed
away and pushed the ball ahead for Smmth to
gather, but the wineer was really too far down
the field, and Jarvis runmina cut got tha bhall

all Tight, but he booted it hard on to Smith,

who was running in. IFor the moment 1t ap- |

peared that nothing couw'd save the Luton goal
from falling, as no one was within yards of
tho uprights, but the ball travelled a yard or

s0 wide and went for a goal kick. It was a |

near thing indeed, and rather fortunate for
Luton.
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Luton. :
When the teams lined up for the second half

it was noticed that Monk and Jepp had ex-
changed positions. Luton were first to press,
Goodchild saving well from Stansfield, and
later on only the fact of Eastham working to
place .the Luton left wing offside prevented
an almost certain goal. These tactics were
quitis a feature of the game, and Johnson time
after time was pulled up for the same reason.
Smith drew Wightman and passed the ball
well forward to where Monk was standing,
and the latter raced down thie centre with the
ball at his toe with no one but Jarvis in front.
Of course, he was well offside, but the referee
macle no sign, and Monk took the ball right
into the mouth of goal. There seemed no pos-
siblo chance of prevemting the centre scoring,
but Jarvis dropped down and just saved the
ball going throwgh, Monk actually running
over the outstretched form of the Luton goal-
keeper, who managed to saramble the ball
away. When Jarvis got up it was found he
had been rather badly kicked on the arm, and
it took Trainer Lawson a few minutes to pget
him rmght again, but he did not come off, and
stuck to his post to the finish. It was a daring
save, but should never have happened, for
Monk ought to have been pulled up immediate-
ly ho started to run.

The game slowed down a deal, and the home
forwards practically faded out of the picture,
1t being a duel between the Luton attack and
one of the finest defences of the League, and
the defence came out best in the exchanges.
There was ore more very dangerous burst
away on the part of Monk. This time he did
not take the ball so far up the field, letting
drive with tremendous fores with a rising shot,
but Jarvis coolly turned th:s over the bar for
a corncr. At the opposite end of the field
Luton foreed several corners, but could no#
overcome the attentions of Kastham and Co.,
and Goodchild keeping a cdlever goal, main-
tained a clean sheet to thiz end. The light,
which was never good, was now very bad, a
mist hanging over the low-lying pitch, and it
was almost 1mpossible to follow the game on
the far side of the field. Anyhow, the final
yneident was a corner kick taken by Brown,
whioh Goodchild canght almost simultaneously
with the sound of the whistle. .

On the run of the play Luton should have
soor2d a win, but the Saints’ defence was in
evcellent form, especially Hastham, who was
the best man on the field. In the opinion of
the local public, he 1s easily the best right back
in the Southern lLeagwe on present form.
Glover also played well, but sulfered through
playing by the side of Fastham. The homeo
halves played well at times, Trueman being
most 1 evidence. As was to be expeotad by
the many changes, the front rank guffered in
combination, and the two regular members
were about the best of the line, although Smith
at outside-right was far from a failure.

T'he Lufton fcrwards were a bettor line in
mdfic'd, but they failed to foree the game at
closo quarters, or a different result would have
been realised.  Brown was the pick of the
bunch 1n geiting through, and his centres were
aiways dangerous. Of the rect, Moody played
cleverly and gave his partrier numerous oppor-
tun:ties, but, as befors mentioned, Eastham
provad a rare hurdle, and Stansfield did not
ofian get the better of a personal duel with
thy Southampton right back.

Bob Hawkes 1s always a fovourite at the
Doll, and he is now playing finely, and not
withstanding that he had fo hold Jefferies in
chack, he was the best half-back on the field,
althocuch PBushell and Frad Hawkes a'so con-
tributed their share of work. Wightman was
the more prominent of the backs, his weight
coming in very useful at times.  After the
opening minutes Jarvis made no mistake, un-
legs it was in not clearing when he ran out of
goa', but he made ample amends by the two
magnificent saves from Monk in the second
balf, and has proved an abls subdsitute for
Naigsby in the Christmas matches.
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The most noteworthy performanes in the
outhern Lagzue matchss on Saturday was that
of Swindon, who wvigitod Crystal Palace, and
a&ftor be’ ng two goa's down at the end of the
first, four minutes, ran out winners by b goals
to 2. West Ham won at Southend by 6 goals
o nil; and at New Brompton, Millwall were
putexpectedly victorious by 2 goals to nil. The
“other results were: —Plymouth 4, Portemouth
0; OOV{?;H’E-T:V 5, Queen’s Park Rangprs?; Drent-
ford 3, Kxeffer 1: Leyton 1, Brighton 1;
Norwich 1, Bristol Rovers 0; Watford 2,
Northamptge~
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- The following is the League table up to and

including Daturday’s matches: —

Goals
Plyd. Won Lost Drn. For Azt Pts

swindon Town ... 29 SEREG Y L e (0

TS !
West Ham ..., Slsdilae R 5 ?8 12?1 3 g}
crystal-Palega - 9 | g oniE L Rl e Upg i gy
Enghion &§ H Ve Gt A e T 4 54 19 2 27
Rrentford- 0 gu 00 fpttriipiGegn  cn s ckieg
Isq“rth"m;-tun ...... 05 oM A s g e S e
ST LD S S R S ISR L 7 e ) .
I’fm'wmh Cit‘;y.,“l_- 205 0sg AR 8 s ‘?g ;g g?
Loventey (City 0. 20, 9 08 5 de T gl N e d
rt_‘outham_pt()n ...... 20 ., 8 . 8 4 ngn  ThG e Eif)
Exeter City ... IR 4. 22505900 18
futon L e 19,06 s el R
Milwall “Athletie-20 07 .10 8. 807 29 1z
RQueen’s Pk R 21 g =10 B 580 g2 e
Porrsmeuth .. DA e s | b e ] RO | & B e B
Plymouth Argyle 23 .6 ., 04 a7, Bk 1R
eWattord 0 S KR s e g TR s e
New :Brompton. w19= - @rel i W e il e
“Fonthend -United 19 -z daraigl). G aaniide o] s el
Briztol Rovers 7 @) = ¥ "Bl o =
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On. Saturday next, Luton are at home: to
- Southend United, and should certainly be good
value for a couple of points, though unless
they play the open game instead of fiddling
‘about w.th the ball so much, there may bo a
disappointment in store. The kick-off 1s fixed
for 2.30, and the tiram will be at fu'l strength,
‘with Naisby and Smith in their usual places,
but Jchnson will appear at outside-left n
place of Stansheld.

Stansfiel<d has not done very well lor soms
time, and it 1s all because he will persist 1n
trying to beat somebody before parting with
the ball. In fact, with about two exceptions,
this has been the great weakness of the for-
wards. They did so well at the beginning ot
the season that thizv have since developed a
habit of trying to do impossible things, and |
naturally, 1t doesn’t come off. If they will |
only be content to play the right game, which
they can do as well as any forwards 1in the
League. they will go a long way yex, and may
bring off a surprise at Northampton.

The Red Cross Band will be in attendance
on Saturday, bubt the collection, atb half-time, |
will be in aid of the Bolton Colliery Disaster
Fund. Anyone willing to aseist 1n making
the collection, should give in his name at the
directors room before the match. _

Resorved and numbered tickets for the Cup-
tio at Northampton on Jan. l4th can be
obtained at Mr. W. A. Sale’s, George-street,
Iamton, up to the ovening of Wednesday, the
11th. after which they can only be procured
by direct application to H. Chapman, County
Ground, Northampton. FPrioce, 3s. and 2s. 6d.,
including admission to the ground.
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