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f : ‘*f went wmh the r‘*mwd t@ Northam ton on |

‘Baturday . and, needless to say, we had a
 maost, dls&ppﬂlntlng day of it. All Luton—to
say notning of the whole country as well!l—
~already knows that we sustained a heavy
ﬂi‘tf&at by 5 gouls to 1. but it is only fair to
‘the Luton lads to state that the score is nob a
fair mdwatmn of the game,

i i ™ W .

The usual c‘mwda on the excursion trains
Were very merry going down, and had many
garcastic shots of wit to launch at the railway
secmpany &m:l its men regarding the ‘danger-

@usly excessive speed at which the locomotive

‘was alleged to be travelling. But they were
not so merry on the return journey, Wall
wover three thousand people went from Luton
to see the match, the gate heing over 14,000
and the takings £417. " But many of the
Luton folk arrived at Northampton with only
“&lme enough in hand to sprint to the match
and arrive five minutes late. Some of us were
a httle more fortunate—we caught trams!

Bub immediately on arriving at the ground,

- and seeing the stdte it was m, I remarked to

a Luton E'ﬂthllSﬂ&bt who was with me, ‘‘ Look
at tho mud—we’re done!” And a shadﬂw fell
over his—er—handsome features as he agreed,
with doleful mien. And the hour and a- hﬂlf
ithat followed proved the accuracy of the fore.

cast. W hdu left Luton with Jack Frost '

*‘h(}ldmg sway 1n his own tard and tyrannical
fashion, . We looked for a hard and fast
ground at Northampton on which the Luton
beys would show to advantage and be able to

do well. We hoped—what did we not lope

- fer? A draw was the very least that our
~ soaring fancies led to. But we arrived, to
- #ind a ground of such thick and treacherous
mud that Smith *mtua.ll_v fell over twice when
np one was near hhm! And our faces fell. It

was a remarkably quiet Luton crowd through-

cut the match. And this, despite the fact
that some of the ‘° young bloods ”? from thie
town of Straw Hats had arrived with miniagture
but perfect ‘ boaters '’ for buttonholes, and
- that one had even made a remarkably exag

gerated and alarmingly elongated edltmn ot

‘the ancient Welsh ‘“ witch > hat in aggress-
ively white straw, in which he paraded thc

streets of the Bmfb town to the great amuse-

ment of the Cobblers a:nd the ¢ Cgbbleresses 72
~—especially the latter!

Tt, ‘was Lﬂlt{}ﬂ 3 udual Cup luck For three
mratches running—+to say nothing of previous
geasons ! —we have been drawn away; and,
when out against the strongest team of the
three, we find ourselves on a ground in the
_ Vv7OrSt, possible state in which it could be for
our lads to do themselves justice upon. It was
this fact — one which half Luton failed to
wealise ~vhen they heard briefly on Saturday
‘the resnlt of the game—which explained ous

apparently complete collapge. And yet it does
- uot wholly explain it ; some part of the smash
ing defeat was certmnl due to the play of
some of the members of the Luton team,

The score, as I have said, cives little 1dea
-0f th2 game 1tself, Luton had a very fair
.ghare of the play,—indeed at times they kept.
Northampton on the defensive for ten minutes
.abt & stretch; but Northampton, playing a

.zb&aumfully open game—and one which fitted
1n with the existing conditions to a nic ety—
.smmply got away with sudden rushes. and in
those sudden and dangerous moves scored their
goals. Time after time they ¢ did the trick
in thig fashion, Luton having a long spell

 of -pressure without result, and the North-

_ampton forwards then suddenly getting away
-and ending a sharp run with only the backs to
beat (an easy matter with the long passing
game) by a good shot and a goal. In this
method of play the Cobblers were greatly
aided by Walden, a little and light but ex-

| u;’:edmgly tast pltlvel who sprinted down the
wing .n grand fd.shlcm creating quite a number
of excellent openings for the inside men of the
home team. |




~ Luton seemed to be quite demoralised by
the mud. They simply could not get to work
‘together. They tried in the main the ahort
passing game, and it failed miserably indexr
‘the conditlons prevailing. Of the whole tzam
iby far the best displays were given by Bert
Moody among the forwards, and ‘° Freddy *
‘Hawkes and Bushell among the hali-backs.
“ Bob '’ was also playing well, and Stansficl1
and Brown ‘did some capital work,—when they
got a ¢ look in *’ at all at the play ! i

- Qur defence was perhaps the hardest-presse 1
bsection on the field, and the score against
them gives no idesw of their work. Indeed,
both Chapman and Wightman played really
excellent games, Chapman in particular daoing
‘many good things that pleased me well. But
tkey nad little chance when a smart line of
forwards bore down upon them on thick mud
=nd kept thy ball as far as they could out ot
1he reach of the backs. Many times the two
‘gtopped thes? dangerous rushes of the home
forwards; and it was hardly their fault that
‘the inevitable happened and that they were
‘heaten some times out of the many they were
Wwiled. ' ' ' 2

" The score against Naisby looks bad, too, Lvv
“again appeacances are deceptive. ln pomt o
“fact, he played a capital game, and stopped a
round dozen of dangerous shots by Lessons,
the centre, and others of the home forwards.
" He had the worst of bad luck with the first
shot that passed him. It was coming quite
.gently towards him,k and he was ¢ shaping ’* to
‘mave it quite comfortably and easily; but in
.doing to he stepped a yard or so forward.
‘The moment his foot left the sawdust at his
goal-mouth he slid gently down in the mud,
 teaching his arms up helplessly towards the
“Ball as he fell, and the ball passed in just over
this head and out of his reach. = It was %ae
‘softets and luckiest goal scored 1n all Satue- |
. day’s Cup games, I should say. The others
‘were much better goals, and were well ob-|
tained ; but Naisby himself had little chance
of stopping them when a line of forwards,
baving only him to beat, were iree to pass
. #rom wing to wing and side to side, and shoot
_ ithe ball into the net well out of his reach.
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At one point of the game Quinn received the
ball from a geod pass from. iStansfield. Quinn
 a% the moment was within a, yard of the goal
 mouth, and the goalkeeper was at the other
_end of the goal to meet an expected shot from
Stansfield. The latter’s move gave what looked
. like a certain goal for Luton. Quinn had only
40 breast or head the ball forward into the
open net before him, with the goalkeeper yards
- away. Instead, however, in some manner he
got his head beneath the ball and lifted it
¢lean over tha cross-bar. |

Even the football dailies admit that there
wag not the disparity between the two teams
that the score would seem to show. So that
the defeat must be put down to Luton’s usual
Cup luck and to the poor display of two or
three of our men, It only remains to add that
“¢ Bert »’ Moody—as capable and hard-working
;as ever—scored Lauton’s solitary goal, after
~ receiving from a cross shot by Brown, #nd
that the Northampton poals were notched by
Lewis, Lescons (2), and Bradshaw (2). The

veferee was Lieut. Clover, who also officiated
a4 the Lmton v. Southend ®Southern League

game the previous Saturday on the Ivy-road
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