SOUTHERN ILEAGUE.

—

LUTON UNLUCKY AT
. COYENTRY,

DESERYED TO WIN BUT ONLY
L DREW, -

Although Coventry is one of the nearest SC'K'&’kzl}»
ern Leaghe towns to Luton, the jowrney there i
" one of the worst. Indeed, it took mo less than
fourteen houng ands @ balf to 'make it on Satur-
day. This handicap prevented Bob Hawkes going
with the team, mouch to the disappointrment of
the home crowd, who have never yet seen tho
Luten captain, and maiy were the expressions of
wegret that he was not one of the party. Natur-
aily, Johnson took his captain’s place, and with
Potis now thoromghly fit, Wightman crossed cver
to the exclusion. of Chapman, and thesgby ocon-
siderably strengthened the back division. Coven-
try City had the identical side which beat Shet-
field Wednesday the previous week, and - the
start was delayed & few minutes, as they posed
for a photograph. The ocrowd, which, if not
guits so numerous as might have been expected
after their favourites’ semsational performance,
was very enthusiastic, and cheered the players
@gain and again ag they hooped imto the field.
The pibchy, although slightly on’the soft side, was
in far better condition than when Tuton visited
Coveniry lagt season, for at that Liine the nwd
was literaily ankle deep right down the centne of
the field at Swan-lane end, and the Laton backs,
on ithat oeeasion, had a wery difficult time of it.
Previous ‘to Satunday, both teams had won with
- & good wargim on their owm ground, luton's two
_ previons visits vesulting in defeats by the scones
of 5—2 and 62" regpectively. :
The teams turned owt 'ag tnders— " 5
Luton,—Naisby; Wightman, Potts: F. Hawkes,
Bughell, Johnson; Brown, Quinn, Smith, Moady,
and Stansheld. 3
__ Coventry City.—fivans; Saul, Barnacle; Johnson,
_-\';ABnadﬂey, Cha.plxy.-, Parkes, Tickle, Smith, Waslch,
and Buckle.
Referes.—Mr. A, G: Neale, Londoa.
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Fred Hawkes lost the toss, and # was soot seen
that the wind would rather bothor bthe Luton
defenders, for right from the start the ball was
got up the field under difficulty, The first uttack
came from the City left wing, Buckle getting
away, with Wightman well down the field, On
wonking towards goal, he parted with the ball to
Welch, and when it came ouf agam on the wing
Buglﬂle had run forward, and wag cotisequently
vorreebly given offside, although not hefore he had
e & trigky atbempt Lo force the goal. Naisby,
howgver, blocked the way in his best style, TFor
& tinute or so, Coventry were the more danger-
ous in attack, “Smith, the home centrs forward,
once getting through nicely, pughed the ball out
to by wing, and for a moment it wppeared likely
that the Laton goal would full, but the neturn
shot bravelled wide for g goal kick.
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];)x;‘. ‘ea-?‘hl time bh r acted as g({a,lkefaper,
and nothing resulted, ezcept hard lines, for bm,fm
could not have got at either shot, Having 'Fo‘u;nd
their way through the howme hnlveg..:ul.-d .bB.Cff-L,

Laton: return the attack. Stansfield was The
next to get into-a favougable posmon,'&n-d he
drove the ball in hard, only to have it g§rnk_e
Bradley and vebound away from -danger. Still, it

was evident Lubton could mot be k out, .Imgu‘h

longer, unless Eians was Lo bear a cnarmed exist-
ence, and when a free kick was awar.dvf:d‘some
fonty vards out, & way was“found by wl\_ﬂ.m to get
tha ball into the net. Johnsga took the placs,

kick with splendid judement, and Quinn, receiv-
_ing, neatly turned the ball over to vat‘h, &nd
the latier easily scored. It was = weil worked
for- point, for the whole movement wasg cleverly
dous. Quinn was awkwardly placed f<_>r a, clear
shot, while, of course, Bvans was shaping to re-
ceive the ball from this guarter, and he was
out of position when it came from the other end
of the goal mouth.
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Liston; seemed more than likely to add to thew
goore, and Stansfield had very havd lines with a
' grand shot, which hit the cross bar, The bal
came out to Brown, who foresd a corner, but
nothing came of this. Probably Lnten were robbed
of & second goal when the roferee pulled up Smith
and Moody for being offside, with both backs yands
uearer Lvans than either of the Luton forwards.
It can only be judged he must have overlooked
either one or the other, for, om the whole, Mr.
Neale made comparatively few mistakes. Theve-
fore, he mast be forgiven for this slip, although
the crowd langhed heartily at such ‘a palpable
blunder. Amnother bit of bad luck came when
Smith, for the fourth time in the match, forced
the ball on to the cross bar without geiting @b
through. From now to the interval, it was a case
of Coventry hard put to it to keep out the Lubton
forwards, and they so dar succeeded that the
soore at half-time read . —
Luton
Coventry

Lhe first attack of the second half was initiated
by Stansfield, but Smith was given offside, a very.
close affair indeed, for he appeared practically on
a line with the backs. But, on the whole, Luton
~Wwere nof deing so well as in the later stages of
the firet half. Wightman came in for a shout of
“turn. him off’’ when Smith went down as the
vewult of a collisiony neay the half-way line. As a
matver of fact, Wightman simply stood his ground
while the City forward made a flying leap for

~ the "ball, Anyway, the home centre had tc be
,mmedqu;f{ amdb it appeared he had met with a
Severe injury, but afler sboli¥ ten minutes ho.
returried to flie field, and seemed Jittle the wfmﬁli
: fcg‘vrgf;he shaleing up.” Curiously, during his absence
Coventry had a greater share of the play, a,m:i
for the omly time during the wmatch Naishy’s
: gha.r_rg;e emcountered a sustained attaclk. But the
Imto\n defence held cut, and finally this hot siege
wag repulsed, and tl:g gire becaine more open.

- Lubon's: Smith managed 1o slip by’ Saul. -
dzove the ball in hord, only ‘te fa Evaéami)g
viptm‘,‘_va«nd he caught the ball and threw away.
bn:bhpr goal would have quite settled matters
Iu‘.;s;bout & quarber of an hour before the finigh.
Jnbon meh with @ plece of decidedly bad ek, s00.




fhc; accident cobbad them of a wpllamrm
:p‘em“. The ball was in mid-field ”Wheﬂ F Hawkes
and Bummu both went to punt away af the same
moment, - Buehell, at the f%.’nsh iaff w to Fred,

Wba gave it a might y kiek. Bm%}ze?i in attenupt.

1o to geb elear, 4 x.,iuwii got, in the Wa,;n znd the
}mﬂ c@mio‘n&d off him right out to Buckle, who,
of course, was clear of u“ﬂﬂ% Hawkes's attentions,
geeing thai the act bing captain i in mid-field ag

already ex piamrw’i Buckle dropped the ball into
th@ month of g‘@aﬂ and altheugh f%cu&bf saved the
frst attempt it was 4@@1& returnsd and found ils
way through, Buckle being the ome toc finally
tawfﬁh i B =
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A great %fh*f"uﬁ of relief weng at ti’;ﬁ un-
expeuted goal, and the home p,ay@rs wa&: urged to
buck up and got ancther, but they scidom icoked
likely to do this, Em,ﬁad Luton forced the pla
and ai least omoe had hard lines, when Qa:mz
just failed 4o gafher the ball as it came across
within a few yards of goal. * The ﬁmhﬁ Wasg now
g»e’cetm,g very bad, and it would have been a mabter
of sheer misfortune if Luton had coms away with_

out a point after their first half superiority,
Result :— | st
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CUMMWTQ ON

35 way a pity the 1,300 d s:awomfmd Saitonians
who vigited Norvthampion did not see the fine
work of their favcurites at Coventry. Really,
thiere wag no comparisen bstween the two exhibi-
tions. I1f Luton had been leading by five or sx
goals at the inberval, it would not have been
very surprising to the spectators present, what-
ever i m ght have besn to those away. Naisby was
not ab all over-worked during the match for
Wightman and Potle were always on top of the
Uity forwards.  They ftled .uto each others
play b{:ﬁumuilv, and wers far beiter than the
home pair, which, it is true, is somewhas of a
change, Of the m«ves, Fred Hawkes was per-
hapa the pick, but his comrades did fine work at
times, and Johnson was by no means the worst
‘half-back ~on the field. . Luton's forwards were
‘much better than imany recent match, as a line,
although even yet they are not on their bepbem
ber form, ag individuals. Moody was easly the
best of the bunch, and his work ‘wasg »extreme.ly
fine at times, altahﬂugh be did not appear 1o get
guite so many scoring positions as usual, Next
to him, Brown should be placed, although Smith,
ab tam:em, did gplendid service, while ns: evki wag
altem a source of trouble to Sa:ul and
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Undou,otedlv Coventry’s gt,a,r artiste was
Evaus, and he desorves all the credit for saving
‘his side a leagne point. Bradley played a
gante without being partiowarly brilliant, and the
Mot - affective  forwards were the two wingers,

Buckle and Parkes, although the last mentioned
was a bit wild when centveing the ball.
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