SOUTHERN LEAGUE.

LUTON'S BEST WIN FOR FOUR
MONTHS,

Three Goals and a Clean Sheet
against New Brompton,

By “ Vigilant.”

The weather conditions were so idenl for foot-
ball on Saturday afternoon thab with anything
like a0 attractive match on the card there would
probably have been a large crowd on the Town
ground at Luton on Saturday. But New Bromp-
ton could hardly be regarded as a ‘‘draw,” for
{hey are one of the candidates for melegation,
and on their own ground in September they only
managed to beat the Blues in the last minute,
when the Luton team had been weakened and dis.
organised by injuries. There were consequently
ounly about 5,000 spectators, and the attendance
did not look like reaching that at one time. The
vesult wag 3—0 in favour of Luton, a distinct ad-
vance on recent porformances—excepting, of
course, the very creditable display at Coventry a
woek ago—but the score somewhat flatters the
Blues. Any other rvesult than a win for the
homesters would have been a travesty of justios,
tor the opposition was anything but formidable.
Al the same the Blues did not shine "by eany
manner of means, and it wag wot until the last
_quarter of an hour that their superiority was @b
- all proncunced. :
- . Luton's captain returned to the side, whicls was
cousequently ab full strength, Potts and Wight-
man. being reiéined as partners in the back divi-
- sion.  The visitons had to take tie field without
their centre forward, Court, Satterthwaits, who
with his elder brother was once with Woolwich
Arsenal. weturning to tha team. Mr. €. C. Fal-
lowhield,“of Streatham, was in charge of the
teams ag follows=s =i k
Luton.—Naigby; Wightman and Pobte; F.
Hawked, Bushell, and R. M Hawkes: Brown,
Quinm, ‘Smith, Moody, and Stansfield. :
- New Browmpton.—Hohnes; Mosley and Nobbs;
Manon, Strang, and Higging; Reynolds, Taylor,
Satterthwaite, Cannon, and Westwood.

*® * ¥

- Tt did not matier much who won the toss,
becaise the breeze, blowing from the town eud,
‘was 80 slight as to be scarcely noticeable. As a
miatter of fact, Bob Hawkes had the choice of
ends, and the little benefit it gave is indicated
by the fact that Luton left all their scoring until
the change of ends. The ground lent itself ad-
mirably to clever football, the turf being soft
and springy wifliout being on the heavy side, dnd
congidering how ideal the conditiony weve in every
respect it ‘was rather surprising to note the time
t.'h:e;,.pl-g,ymrs took o settle down. Bod to end’
play of a scratchy deseription was the order fop
somg timae, and there was nothing that could. by
any dlretch of imagination bo termed eventul
until Bu»aahell took first time afm at a range of
@bent' ‘ng*nty-ﬁves yands, ‘and - gent o fue shot
rmhmmug inches by the wrong side of the post.
’L‘hea fivst prosaure to ba really felt was at the
Lubocn end, whers both Potta and Wightnan
diatingtiishod themselves with smunt breaking-up
tactics and faultlesy clewrances,




however, that the Bug

+ wag not for long ;
. phe . and when thn

wore content to be oershadowed, i 10 0
halves and forwards gottled down to ’f“‘f“ ' o_‘x‘.; ,T
epe of footwork which they cal exh ﬂ\:; ["L‘Ct
eally in fettle they made the visitors 1o / 1.;?:;

o - sbuff. - Brown Wwis 1espobs ible  for & ‘d
clewer S, itk H_s'! mes h:mj. R save upder
pressure from Srith and Moody, ':m*i') _G’e@;wm;ig
Erormn fhe sabe; Gilinm drove in wide of .uhe "xmtjm.

e Bluey” presaurs wag NOw very persistent, .,'3111;
“fheir work in front of goal was just dg lzw.:k:Lg:
i piolishas - was the. defenco- of ‘the Brompion
backs,  Scrimméges in front wof . the visiting goal

wezra fairly frequent, rand ocne or 4wo Qf ther
fhrentened to vesult  in @ seore, bub the backs
mansged to ecramble out of.their dificulty soine-
_how. Bushell, drying another flying pot, '}.,and@_d
the ball weil out of the ground, and diveotly

aftor this the visitors owed an escape to sheer
fuck. A particularly clever run by Quinn . gave

_an opening to Browm, and from hig partner's
gentre Tommy headed dn. As Holmes camie ot
to clear, Moody's.head bobbed up and sent the
ball just over the bar with the goal empty.

*® x *

The Blues had mow completely taken charge

- of the game, and with a marked improvement in
their finish, it was fortunate for the visitors that
Holmes was at hig very best, for he had a very
gnxiows time of it Stansfield, with unlimited ve-
soupce, pierced the defence on the left, amd
Molmes had to reach over the heads of the Blues’
meide forwards to make a very smart save. He
could only touch the ball feebly away, and Brown
returned it into the danger zone. Slensfield came
into the centre and snapped up the opening, pass
irg to Quinn, whose shot must have heen s
seover iad mot the ball unluckily come into con-
- dac with one of ithe opposing side standing in |
the goalsmouth. : e |

: . . % * * r
~ When at last New Brompton raised the siege
. Westwood got well away, but his centre dropped
into the side met. Their next effort resulted in
& rather lucky corner, Wightman being charged
on to the ball ag he was allowing it to zun out
of play, and from this Naisby was tested Ffor
t;he ﬂrst‘ time. Tt was a beauby, and he coild
G0 no move than just push the ball away. Rut
Holmes was not idle long. Stansfield cleverly
worked down the wing, and some people  were
just beginning to eriticise his fondness for bedt-
ing the back, when he glipped round Mosley,
pa,ugb.ﬁ_ the ball up om the goal dine, and Swunsy
10 a low centre, which Smith met and turned ig
with the same movement. The doftness of ths
move would have made it a scorer nineteen times
oub of twenty, but this was the twentieth P &
Holmes happened to be just where he was, and
 instinetively, it seemed, ho caught the ball and
‘hurled i, round the pest. Tt wag a mayvellows
. Bave, for Smith shot ab only about, five. vards
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gaves 1o quwk dquccession from: the ocrner

and after this he had a brief resi.

kick,

Ag a matter of fact, the Blues fell @way un-
accoumtably all of a sndds;n., and mwhouzh there
was not any great merit in the visitors’ attack
they ' certainly claimed the balance of rplm fr'or

lds caking away and &wi

yu.ljd time. Rcw;,*w, bre
ing the ball across, left Sattertawaite and C;w-
non with only Wightman and Naisby barring
their way. The back spoiled his man, but could
not get the ball away, 2 wnd an ugly situationi was
relieved by the sma riness of I?ua.“&bv in dashing
out and rendering the needful wid. Danger was
once more threatemed by Reynolds, and this time
he directed a stinger at Naisby, who did not get
the ball away without vntmno a nasty ):.mdok
from Taylor. The ZLauton bncks were, however,
ravely falling to meet the ealls made upon them,
and the bail was kept up and down the field ab

a pretty lively pave.
ot

'

Holmes almost got too far under a centre firom
Stansfield, s-endmg the ball straight up in the
air, but his rveach enabled him to rob Quinnm of
an open gcal, and though Brown got the ball
again into the goal- -mouth, nothing came of it
Wightman came in for loud applause by reason

tof a swashing drive frony over the half-way line,

which would . have given Holmes some trouble
had not Mosley's head been in the ‘way. A cor-
ner to the visitors resulted in Batterthwaite
skimming the bar from an offside position, and
after ¥red Hawkes had distinguished himself
with . a capital though ufn:suocmasztul seoring  at-
“bempt Naigby had to deal with a fine effcrt by
Reynolds, who was gm i a 'ffood deal of trouble,

For the rest of the half a.l»l»- the scoring at-
tempts  were @t the wvisitors’ end. Stansfield
again drew Holmes out with a tricky centre. Im
order to hand away the goafkeeper had to fall
full lemgth, and Brown missed a glomous chance
by putting weakly by with an opem goal. Two
similar ceniires came from Stansfield in quick
succession. Quinn headed just wide from the

first, and  Moody negotiated the other with such

effect that Holmes rushed out in the mick of
time to rob Quinn of a fine chance. This he ac-
complished.at the expense of a cormer, and from
Brown's kick he eﬁectwe§y §m0\bh""r‘9d the inside
forwards. But his best feat of all was B keep~
ing out a Stélllﬂb shot: fa‘um ‘Bmith, ‘at arm’s

V',lenmth ‘Stansfield, rushing in, struck the gide of
the net from the rebound - and as this occurred:

just before the intérval, the ha&f—tame whistle, same

with  tha score:— = ; :
U0 ¢ i S e g
NEW BROMPTON b )
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ad two remarkable escapes dmme-
restart. The Blues wenb dowy
in @ line from the kick-off, and Brown dropped in
a lovely centre, whieh threatened almicst certain
disaster. But though the goalkeeper was cony
pletely nonplussed, neither Moody q_[".c:\tmls'h(-!.d
could get to the ball to make use of the oppor-
tunity, and the best that cculd be managed was
a coruer "This wag magnificently placed by
Stansfeld, and Holmes saved with: great diff-
culty under the bar. Luton’s escape @ couple of
minutes later was just as rematrkable, though it
would have been the fault of the Blues thiui-
sélves—or, at least, 'some of them—if their co) . T8
2d been lowered. Bely Hawkeg and Maishy &
stilli- to appeal for offside, and allowed Rrg)m,
to centro at hie leisure. The ball came mme-
diately across the goal, with only Naisby and
Wightman facing the opposition, and they wou!d
have been helpless if the ingside ‘men had been
smart ¢ seize upon the opening. No one made
an effort,~ however, until the leather reached
Westwood on the other wing, and he shop with

The wvisitors b
diately on the

i3
13

Nso little effect that the ball landed in the' out-

sido pari of the net. :
* £ *

For some minutes after this the Blues' attaclk-
ing line wera quite out of the pictwre. So much
so that some wag, standing behind the Brompion
goal, wanted to know ‘“What have we done ab
this other end?” Stansfeld at once wesponded
to the call with one of his best runs and cebtres,
and Quinn et the ball finely, but landed it
clean in the goalkeeper'’s hands. Holmes had to
throw away humricdly, but Fred Hawkes re-
turned over the bar. The effort was much too
chort-lived to be appreciated by the 'crowd, and
the visitors conbivued to howe the bebter of sérarn-

| bling play. until Snith led his forwardy away in

grand style. He mastered all the opposition very
skilfully, and finished up with a lovely . pass to

| Quinn. Tommy’ was quite clear, and steadily
tmakine for position, hie essayed a red hot chlique

thot.. Even then Holmes was equal to it, and he

{would probably have gobt it away but for tha

fact: that Smith had followed up and was. teady

{ bo complete a really brilliast effort.

* *

dust a quarter of an hour of the second half
had: gone when Luton opened the scoring, and
for a minute it seemed likely that their sucoess
was going to work wonderg in the team. Quinp
gob golng bgain i his best style, and had very
A‘md luck im having a fine shot intercepted by
Strang—some thought with his hands. But the
pressure wag sustained for a [ittle more than a
minube. Time after time the visitors got to the
,puf,on goal, only to finish weakly. Fortunztely
for the Blues their ghooting was too awful for

*

{words; for they had any amcunt of oppertunitics,

and yet they were seldom really dangerous, ex-
cept when they mennged to force cornes kicks.
f&s. often as ot they spoiled their movementy by
iyivg offside, and in any case, the defence was
tpo geod for them, the backs playing splendidly
considering the immense amount of work fher
were oalled upon to perfomm. : 2

* * ¥

Blues' forwards had been totally unable to

it was ever so welcome 8 cha; ge b P

last, trventy minutes, the homesrtru:rs g\bgixlll, t(l;n h:,liz
something fike a Jook in, Stamsfield wes the
mwain insbrument in this turn of affairg, and he
cerbainly did have a beilllant quarter of an hour,
Firgt, he brought the goalkeeper yards out of
goal to deal with g tricky ocentre, and Holmes
was  very lucky, after being dispossessed " by
Quinm, not to retive bhoaten, Thon the othen wi {
had just ono look in, after which it was .:.ﬁ
Stansfield for a few He quite cutshona

in applanding him, when, gingle handed, he beat

ends | e
repeated the feat in the pesxt '!!;igﬁ’te and  neaply
i % s i a7 >

It must be confessed that during this time the
@~

produce anything like their. accustormed form, and

:




' minutes to go when the
There ware twelve m_mfu.u,f;. tq 'j?(“' !w
left  erowned his pood wWork

e wy Snap- |
| as anyone could wish to see, SDd]

clever a goal
ping up the ball near the towch line, he deter

[mweu {o see if hecould noi succeed where hig
lmwidea colleagues were aumrv. and cru'eﬂeal he
did. " Bringing unto play all those deceptive Brts
which -one finds in Stas 1pfield  ab his besl; Harcld
gidied into the centre with the ball evading op
ponmb afier. cmponeaa, & getm aciually
 aoross to the right side of the goal, he confused
those nypa tient x;,spte:ci‘a'tms Wh@ were urging i mn
to pact with the ball, calmiy isade 'his open ing;
!xmd with a right foot shot, gave Holmes no
}Lhawce whatever. " It was - indeed a lovely goal,
and the cheers had hardly died away whén "Haxold
Was geen to be at it agan. IHe was evidentiy be-
 ginning' bo fancy himself ag an inside man, for
he once more’ rambled acrosg with the ball to
 the inside right position, and beat everyone exceph
Nobbs, who bundled him off the ball just as he
seems d «abow ta brmo oﬂt’ thg dcuble mrem

1
b8
Wit 48 |
4
|
|

:
;
t hm was all we saw of Stanmam individual-
ity but right up to the final whistle he was a
constant source of trouble to the mrtang do-
fence.: Porcing & corner, he epl*ac»ed it so well
‘that the Brempton men had all their woérk cus
oud' to keep the ball out of goal, and when it
wag got away Brown returned with such unerr-
,::mg air that Holmes had to take to the ground
kee}) hig charge intact. He was at once sur-
“"f%mdmm}r‘ tha ”’:"‘5‘.“ ‘ifmma,ve - that' ensuad
£ posty it was' not all foeiball, &c-.
‘Is&%, of the game. At any:
he ruthlessiy prlled wiay.
t»o the ;vefa;ge did not ob-
hie, 1s eocaped. bhe ty.
g b T ?ﬁm‘b&tﬁgkﬁg ﬁxgohpm'
SEOWA,  einarzed the eloud . unde
wmn toha.w been for the best mr?h:?lt.}l:e
ame, and land %
game, an ed in two, ys*ems, one of which
Holmos saved, ‘and the other of which Stansfield
wmiﬁiméﬁ over the bar, an Quinn became
i Ww@d with. h:msekf for missing the




., |chance of a lifetime right in fromt of the goal,
but half a minute thefore the whistle blew he
amply atoned for this ““bloomer.’? A finely-
- [judzed centre from Stangfield was taken to pet-
feetion by Tommiy, who lamded the ball high
up in the opposite ccaner of fhe net wm,hv_one
r {of those cannon ball ‘drives which are Quiny's
- | speciality. Tt was a brilliant ending to the gamwe,
making the score:—

e

; LN ol e e 3

; NEW  BROMPTONs = oiaian. oo 0

: COMMENTS ON THE GAME.,

b { The score represented the most  pronounced
. |Southern League win Luton have registered since

their last match in September, when they beat
| Coventry by 3—0, but it by no means represented
' | their best  performance of late. Ut iz a curious
ciroumstance which hay often been commented
upon, that the Blues seldom dhow up at all well
1 against weak opposition, and this was exactly
the case on Saturday. Had they beem at their
begt, New Brompion would have been left a very
long way behind, for their form was every bit
ag feeble as their position in the League table
would suggest, S

As it was, Holmeg was the only man who saved
themy fronp a muich heavier defeat, though the
Blnes’ attack was anything but brilliant. Stans-
field was the exception. His play at all times
wis very clever, and often brilliant, and he quite
outdhone ail his colleagues.  Except for occa-
sional flashes, the right wing were singularly m-
effective, and  the inside men. were altogether
lacking the fine understanding  ithey exhibited
early in the season. :
| It was not always so, but it certainly was the
cazse on Saturday that the defence was the stromg
point of the feam. What Naizby had to do was
faultlessly done, but thers weg not mueh of if,
because  Wightman and Potts  played a very
strong game, and the halves were quite at their
best. Bushell was marticularly effective, and it
wag very moticeable whenever he shone how great |
= fayourite he has become with the Luton crowd.

Ag to the New Brompton team, it may be said
at once that the fact they have soored fewer
goals than any other side in the League, and
have .had " as many scoped  against them a5 any,
othey beam, peotrately represents) their strengbhe—:
or rather, the lack of it: The forwards were of
absolutely no value near goal, with the pessible:
exceplion of Reymolds; and leaving out of reckon.
ing the goalkeeper, who gave a fine acoount of |
himself, the defence was obe of the weakest
Luton have been opposed to this season. There
was not one of the halves or backs deserving of
creditable mention, fop all through the work was
very patehy.  The team will have to improve
‘wonderfully if they are going to escape the Se-
comd Divisiom, ¥ :

LUTON IN THE FIRST HALF.

Coming on top of the gain of a point at Coven-
try, Luton’s success on Saturday takes them up.
one or two places in the League table and gives
them their usual wverage of ome point per mateh
They were one of only five teams tp bag a brace
of points, half the matches resulting in dvaws.
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