Southern League.

4 WEST HAM v. LUTON.

Played at West Ham on Saturday. Result :—
West Ham 2 goals :
O e R e o nif—

The teams were as follow :—

Luton — Naishy; Wightman and Potts:
Hawkes, Busheli, and R, M. ni&kéf“ﬁ%owﬁ'
Quinn, Smith, Moody, and Stansfield. .
. Wast ‘Ham—Kitchen; Rothwell and Fairman:
Whiteman, Piercy, and Randall: Ash e
Kennedy, Butcher, and Caldwell.’ Pl B

Roferee, Mr. L. E. Swain (Northampton).

West Ham are one of two clubs who h cat
to be beaten on their own ground this seizgnsfr:
the Southern League. Therefore, Luton were
faced with a big proposition, and it is-not a.lo.
gother surprising. they lost their first League
match away since Boxing Day. With R. Hawkes
back, the team was at full strength. West Ham
were two short of their Cup team, Webb being
on International duty, and Shea was rested to
give their latest acquisition a run. Kenredy, who
made a few appearances early on in the season,
acted as centre-forward, and Frost took the inside:
right position.

There would be 8,000 spectators present, and
the majority of those were put on good terms
with themselves when the first burst through
breught along a goal for the Hammers. This
point, however, was fortunate in more ways than
one, fer when the bail came out to Ashton, he
was standicg quite alone, Potts having run in
te tackle the inmside player, and it is difficult to
understand why he was not given offside. But he
was allowed to cemtro the bail to Kennedy, who
was a few yards from goal and promptly headed
the ba.l through. An eariy goal, especially with
such 2 big doubt as lo its legitimacy, might have
taken tiie heart out of many teams, but for the

- nexf twenly minutes my notes reveal rothing but
a ser.es of attacks on Kifchen and brilliant saves
from thab worthy.

- Toe restart found Luton promptly down at the
West Ham goal, and Quinn forced a corner right
away. Moody almost netted from this, the ball
only just going about a yard over the bar. The
next item was a very prelty individual effort from
Smith, who cleverly tricked a couple of the de-
fenders and then tent in a sharp drive. R.

- Hawkes was the next Lutonian {o trouble Kitchen
_by sttempting to improve npon a neat pass from
Moody ‘and bursting through on his own. St:ll
anothar corzer feil to Luton, and Bushell made a
good attempt from the first return from the goal-
month. A minuto Iater Smith had real hard lines
with a grard shot following a run and certre. on
the part of Stansfield. Again another centre from
the same guarter was almost touched thweugh by
Quinn, but Xitchen was just a mere second too
qguick and managed to gct the ball away. :

If Luton had netfed a couple of goals at this
stazo, the run of the game might have been
entirely different, and without guestion they fnily
deserved at least this meadure of reward. But
towards the cloge of the first half Weot Jam did
bogin to make a better show. and the exchangos
were more even, zitbough still Luton were the
botter side. the Hammers' attack being more of
the breakaway order and cerbain.y not sustaized
for any length of time. One or two corners were
forced, but never did Naisby appear likely to be
beaten again. Ju:t on the interval Lufon wore
once more giving Kitchen znd Co. considerable
trouble, and Moody almost charged gim into the
net with the tall, while Smith just faiied to return

4 between the uprizhts before Kitchen cou'd zet
ack to his place, the ball travelling a trifle the
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games, but did not seem so happy afterwards. As
2 pair, Stansfield and Moody were probably
Luton’s better wing.

I have already spoken of Kitchen and his halves
as dominating the game, the former in the firct
haif and the intermediate trio in the secoud.
Next to them, I should place Caldwell and
Butcher. The latter came into the side recently
when Blackburn was injured, and the old stager,
[‘ understand, will not get back again while the
St, Alhans lad koeps up his present form. Ilis
dodging and clever manipulation of the ball was
worthy of the highest praise, and the only draw-
back to his usefulness is a lack of scoring ability,
although T understand he attributes this to being
placed on the wrong wing, for until called upon
to act as substitute for Blackburn, he always
figured af inside-right.

The only surprises in the Southern League
matches on Saturday were at Southampton, where
Bristol Rovers were successful by no fewer than
5 goals to 1, and at Coventry, where Exeter City
were victorious by 3 goals to 1. Plymouth, on
their own ground, beat Crystal Palace by 5 goals
to 1, but the game was a very unpleasant one,
two of the visitors and one of tho home team
being sent off the field. Watford gratified their
supporters by beating Brentford by a goal to nil,
and the other results were :—Millwall 0, North-
ampton 0; Queen’s Park Rangers 1, Portsmouth 0;
New Brompton 1, Brighton 0; Norwich City 0,
Leyton 0; Swindon 1, Southend 0. |

The following is the League table up to and
including Saturday’s matches: —

Goals
Plyd. Won ZLost Drn. For Azst Pts

Bwindan:Town ..;7257.. 1880 34 0
“rystal Palace ... :
West Ham ......
Brighton & H.v
Brentford ... ...
Northimuton
Exeter City
Leyton ....... .
Queents Park R0 0675509 =0 10
Plymouth Argyle 25 ... 10 ... 10 ...
I uton Sl s 5

8

Coventry City .. 9
Portsmouth 5 vl
Waltfordil: oo s T 12

8

5

5

Kew Brompton  ¥5 ...
Fouthend United 24 ...
Bristol Rovers ... 26 ...
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