Southern League,

Al
NORTHAMPTION v LUTON. :
Played at Northampton on Saturday. Result .—

Northampton
Luton

Luton - Naisby; Wightman  and Potts; F.|
Hawkes, Bushell, and R. M. Hawkes; Brown,
Quinn, Smith, Moody, and Stansfie.d.

Nm‘thamptan—’l‘horp&; Brittan and Clipstofne;.
Manning, Lloyd-Davies, and Hampson; Walden,
Bradshaw, Lesuens, Lewis, and Freeman.

Referpe, Mr. A. Shalleross (Leek).

Luton were able to field the same side for the
fourth consecutive match, but it was not until the
last" minute that it was des:ded to play Wightman,
and Webb was wired for and attended - the
_station prepared to make the journey. On W cdnes-
day, Wightman was ordsred to bed by the doctor,
and did not come out all the next day, and al-
though he feit decidedly better on FPFriday and
wished to play, it was only just before the t..in
for Horthampton came in that it was finaily de-
cided to risk it and let him turn out, and therefore
Webb was left at home for the South-Eastern
Leagie match. :

Although the usual excursion was run to North-
ampton, it was not patronised to the same extent
‘as 1n former years; still, there was a fair sprink-
ling of iight blue favours:-on the ground when the
teas turned -out.: The gate, however, was by no
means a large one, and 5,060 wonld be a liberal
odtimate of the attendance. Lessons kicked off,
and imuediately passed the bail out to Walden,
wro was at once tackled by Potts.  The :two
players reaily ran into each other, and the Lttle
winger went down rather awkwardly, and it was
-at once seen he had got- the worst of it. The .
- crowd were quick to resent this incident, and Potts
was roundly hooted, and angry cries were sef: up
for his removal from the field. There. was nothing
to warrant sich a,_gevere ruling, ai,mh?ugu_lt ap-
‘poars that Potts, in bringing his 7oot, down,
“stepped oi-Walden’s foot and damaged the la,f,te%r 5
ankle rather ‘badly. The- game was Smppeiik, or
several minates while Waiden’s boot and stoc lﬁg.
‘wers removed and his foot massaged.. Evgntua tz
he was carried off tho field, but was soon abg .
resnme. The first corner fell to Luton, but ! hig:
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The second- half opened in more promising style
for Tuton, and Moody got in a coupfé gf ﬁyne‘
attempts from the wing, aud Therpe had cons'der
able difficulty in preventing a goal. Indeed, al-
fhough he succeeded in puiling down the seéo(nd
he could not hold the ball, and Quinn dashing ap
appeared to have a good chance, but the ball rose
quickly from Tommy’s shot and passed high over
the bar. But within ten minutes a quick pass

-from Fred Hawkes came to Smitth, and he neatly
tursied it through, although he had at least four
players immediately between him and the goal, It
was very cleverly done, and quite deserved the con-
gratulations Jack got from his comrades. For the
next ten minutes the Cobblers were for the most
part defending. Thorpe, in his usual daring man-
ner; left his goal and prevented Moody getting in
his shot, but failed to gather the ball, which went
oub to Stansfield, and Harold tried to improve the
occasion, only to find Lloyd-Davies had dropped
baek iuto the goal-mouth.-and managed to clear
from danger. Further work for Thorpe came from
Brown, who cleverly took the ball on the touch-
line and put in a high shot, which came back to
him, and he promptly returned, only to find
Thorpe, although troubied by the close attention
of Quinn and Moody, just able to dodge his oppo-
nents and vitimately clear.

, ..Ore or fwo spasmodie attacks were set up by
Nerthampton, but all the sustained work came at
the opnosite end of the field. Two minutes before
time Thorpe was pretty busy repeiling shots. for
Luton literally swarmed the home goal in a
desperate attempt to earn at least one point for

| the season against Northampton. It is difficult

- to discover just how the goal was kept at times,
for saveral real scoring attempts were put in, but
Thorpe’s charge appeared to have a charmed life,
and then, hey presto! the ball came out from the
ring of players, and Walden got clear away with
it. Taking it well down the field, he crossed to
Lesnons, and the latter easily beat Naisby with a
good shot. This was the closing kick of the match,
and gives the result quite a fictitious appearance,
for Luton fully deserved to halve the points for
their hrilliant work in the second haif. It was not
‘until after the interval that the Luton forwards ex-

hibited their well-known skill, and for the first
time in  the sories of three gamcs with the
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