SOUTHERN LEAGUE.

LUTON UNLUCKY TO LOSE
AT NORTHAMPION,

Cobblers Score with the Last
Kick of the Match.

. For several reasons there was not the old time
enthusiasm. mbout the. vesurn Southern  League
- mateh at Novthamptcn, Naturally, the heavy
Cup-tie defeat damped the apdour of Iutonians
: wh'a usua Jy accompany the team Yo Bostopolis,
 waile the two Gug ties ‘in towm on Saturday ap-
pealed Do cd;b m ‘as a su\(mg counter: attraction.
; 2 muxrsﬂon was poorly patronised,
and the hindred: or so who-did make the jonrney
were to a great sextent logt - on the Coumty
~ Ground, and? thepe was little of the usual bandi-
-~ age whieh tends ta make matters lively on these
anbual ourings. Both teams meds one chang
from the Cup-tie eclevens. Potls was in the
on team to the exclu@on o*‘ Cnaupmam, but

%cDmrmdﬁ placae at outmd& left, avd 26 both

Chapman and MdDiarmid fignyed in the Sou rth

EBastern League Inaich at Luton, it mush be taken

both teame were at full strength by official se-

teetwn. : .
* * %*

The, action of the Northampton cfficialg
taking that £900 bribe to replay their Cup-tie
at Newcastle has had its effect on the local gates,
and it was by far the emallest crowd which bas
gat'hemd together for this encounter. for seversl
seagons. Tt looked a bit curicus to fixg o
npect,a,mm the full length of the field om the

cricket fide of the piteh, but since the ground
,a.ltheratmuﬁ this is the regular order at Northamp-
ton ezeopt for big occasions. The players lined
ap as under:—

‘Lauton: Naisby; Wightman aad Pobls; ¥,
Hawkes, Bushell, and R. M. Hawlkes; Brown,
Quinn, Bmith, Moody, and Stansield,

Northawpton: Thorpe; Britlan and Clipstone;
Mamning, Lioyd-Davig, and Hampeon; Walden,
Bradihaw, Lessons, Lewis, and Freeman.,

Buferes: Mr. A. Shalleross (Leek).



The gawms opened with quite a sensalional in-
cident, or at least the local speviatcus did their
best o mgke it one, for right away from the
kiclkoff the o2l came cut to Walden. Polts
dashed into L.an to prevent his gebiing away, and
down went the uttle Cobbler. e two players
appedred to pracacally walk into oach other; and
Poltg “in some way stepped on Wailden'y foot,
und the latter’'s ankle s apparently wrenched
rather badly, . Amyway, tock quite o time ha-
foro the game could be vesunied, and eventually
Walden was cacried to th ide of the piteh for
further aftitemgion. Mean lo the crowa keph
up a conbinucms tppeal for Potts’ remowal from
“thg field, but the roferee quite rightly did met
fall in ‘with their ideas;, for, although Potts' of-
fence weg undoubtedly a foul, 1t was guite an
acaident., The actual injury wag mot ot all a
warions one, and might have happened to anyons.
As & matter of fact, il wag in no way to be com.
pared to the incident at Laiton, when Quinn was
broughi down so badly and practically placed out
of aotion foi the remamder of the game. But
the Northampton crowd have placed Walden cn
a pedestal, and it seems quife a crime to. ai-
tempt to {ackle him. Apparently the only fune-
tion expected of the back who has the task of
meeting him is to provide unlimited occasions for
the spectators to chuekle whenever Wilden gets
by him. The Cobblers’ outside right, who mado
a sensational first team debut against Luton las:
geoason, «is - very clever, and naturally i= able to
do thig pretty frequently during a game, bui he
cannot ‘be allowed 4o run abeolutely fres by op-
posing defenders. Potts was the target  for all
sorts of abuse, and during the firet half never
kicked the ball without being roundly hocted
for his pains. This placed him at a big disad-
vantage, for he several timeg thesitated ito tackle
Walden, who, by the way, was mo off the fiel
for more than a few minutes.

- o e * *

When « the game was resumed it was quite
tame for a considerable period, and neither side
could claim any material  superiority.  The
<losest incident o scoring was a hiard drive from
Bob Hawkes, which hit Lloyd-Davis in ihe mouth
of tha*goal and rebcunded into mid-field out of
danger. At the oppcsite end of the field Mann-
ing hit the bar from a left wing pass, but such
incidents weve not at all frequemt, and the haf
back lines of both teamg were holding the at-
tack woll in‘hand. There was a nather funny
ancident when Fred Hawkes, s‘andamg on the
o, cauglt the ball as it wae going out of play.

placed himself for the throw-in, but the re-
en gave a frae kick to Northmnptan for bandg
nst Fred, who, in his oplnion, was in’ play.
award came to nothing, for Walden got

from . the paﬁ.\e kmk

tman, put the wall

e righy, whe had no on
-Sheﬂiﬁldzér lifted the Ball just
high, and it passed just over the
was mot long befors a goal came
then it was somewhat' unexpected,
long eh Wi'hhout any particuiur
» but i just touched Wightman’s
{urmed towsxsdg the géa.l. Tiven then

ed to be ﬁhupmw i




' ﬁa&m:ed %o be Standmb by this side of tha ft:xp-1
-r:ght when the ball fell at hig tos, but he scme-
thow managed to get it over the. ba.r, greatiy to
| the relief of the Northampton crowd. .As a nule
{Thorpe ecame oui to meet the centres as they
came across, and it was several times a close
thing as to whether he would get 1o the bal
{before Moody or Smith, but, aided by a shade
jof luck, mecre than .once he ;u@t managed It.

* ® iz

~ Miost af; these dangerous looKing mwovements
came from Brown's work on the right, and
| bence mosi opporiunifies | hereabouts came 0
{Moody and Smith, But when the goal actually |
Arvived, (it was dhrough the ageucy of Fred
Hawkes, secig he put the ball well up in the
goal mouth. At first it appeared to be travelling
M)Wui’ds tho met from Freds own atiempt, but
it would have g{}z}e a trifie wide for 2 goal ka
‘Lut  for Smith, who ocieverly turned the ball
right away from Thorpe indo the net. This sue-
cegs was well deserved, and put new life into
the game, and to the surmprise of the locels, they
were ocompelled 4o defend to some ;purpu@s to
retain the lead. Luten’s firet rank were giving
the Cobblers’ supporters their first glimpee of
their real form, and shots wére beinmg comntinuaily
saved by Thorps, but so well did the local de-
fenders concontrate their efforlis that few real
openings precemted themselves for all the pres-
sure put up. ' : >

2 = =

The last minute of the malch saw a repetition
of that hot attack put up against Porlsmouth
jugt before the interval of the previous Saturday,
and it appeared certain the equaliser must ccene
along, but the danger was eventually avoided, and
‘the ball going out to Walden, he raced away and
centred to Lessons, who pul through the Cob-
blere’ third goal with the last kick of the match,
It was a sensational ending, and so an entirely
wrong impression of the game is given by the
final score:—

NOBRTHAMPTON  roradidusio by o
LUTON. .8 N1 P, e PPN 1




CGEiME\TT‘ O‘Q’ T.HE P‘LAY AND PLAYE&
: It was a m:mo-us game i‘or an ths ﬁrsﬁ xhalf
| Novthanyp aom. ‘bad ‘miuch the bebier ~of the ex-
’ c}mmg‘e@ and desarved . their: dsad; but in the o
cond balf Luton were much - the bebter eide. It
was admiited by the local critics that the Cob-
blers' forwards played in the firgt half the finest
game they have done for several jweekd, fout
| this was no better than the work of Luton after
the chan,be of ends, and therefore it would have
bae:xx quzue fair if the points had been equally
v I, speaks well  for ithe splendid fighs
id i np, sedinly they iwers @ couple «f
'goal: v ab the imterval. Even to have loss
’by 2—1 would not have been so bad, but that
ihird goal way a very unlucky incident. It was
entirely brought aboul by the desire to force the
play and get the equalising geal, fcr when this
attack was eventually repulsed. and the ball came
out of ibe crowd of playerg in the Northampton
goal-ulou h, Walden and Co. had pracuecally a
clear field, and Naisby stood helplesg when Les-
 8onE secamd the ball in mid-field.

*® * *

- Wighiman, who was a doubtful starter up to
‘the last minute, played a fing game, and Potts
backed him up well. Bushell was possibly the
most in evidence among the half backs, but his
wing comrades aeo :d.xd some grand work As
will Dbe gathered fromu the report, mcst of the
gocd forward work came in the second half, and
Browa was not far removed from the bast p!ayer
on the field, while Smith played a clever game
in  the (‘bn’fl(. Moody «id not get so many
obances as the previous week. Still, he played
well and gave Stanefield many fine” 1\'&&908
* ®* L

Northampton’s bes: wing were Fpeeman and
Lowis, and taking the game through, Walden

was not s much in evidence as usual. Thorpe
kept & good goal, but the chief asset of North-
ampton appears to be the grand pair of baocks
'huy posaciay fn Britan ang Clipstono, while
Lioyd-Davis is a good stuanbling block at ecentre

half,
o i o b 2 Ul e S R T
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