SOUTHERN LEAGUE.

~ Luton in the West Country,
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Exeter Favoured by‘ Fortune,

last season Luion Town took four Southern
- League points out of Exeter City, winming by
3—1 at home and 2--1 away, but the most opti-
mistic of the Clul’s followers could hardly bhave
expected a repetition of the dose this year. There
would have been & chance of last season’y suec-
cegg in 'the Weet being repeated if the Blues
visit to Exeter had been pre-dated by a couple of
months or so, for earlier in the season the
Westeleners were doing even worse than last year,
when they finished but five fromn the Bottom.
The poss/biliiies of relegation have, however, now
long since ceased to cause them any anxiely. A
sensational victory at Swindon hag been foliowed
by a comsistency of form which has given the GCity
practically as good 2 record as thalt possessed by
Lmton, and, eonsequently, the comparatively small
erowd who gathered {o witness Saturday’s maitch
“were confidenl. about the abiliy of the Westemerg
1o atone for last year's reverse. Their comfidence
~ wag justified, so far, but it would not have been
. had pot the homesters had all the luck there wag
going about.
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It is @ pretty far cry from Luton t6 Eseter, and
the party who set out on Saturday morning were
minue two familiar figures. For once iw a way
ther Club Secretary was an  abeentes, ag Mr,
Oharley Green had left by an even warlier train
for a much lomger journey North, in 'search of
.that new centre forward everybody is gefiing
anxiqug about, and Bob Hawkes found it imcoms
-¥emjent to, accompany. the team. ' Under ‘these
-circumstances, Mr. Emmest Gibbg went to Fxeter
in. charge of the team, and the captaincy ‘of fhe
.side devolved upom. Fred Hawkes.:  Lashbrocke
.was pressed into service in Bob Hawkes' place,
-and Johuson once again figured as the leader of
’fehe 'fO{mrd line. Exeter made a couple of changes
in their team, both of them in the forward line.
_Waitson. came in at inside right, after a monti's:
Absence, and Smith was superseded by James in!
tha gemtne, The teams whe came out beime
“about 4,000 spectators were :— :
WTQ’WY i—Whittaker; Evans, Coates; Duffy,|
P Waido: Jumes, B
' Lmtoh :“Naisby ; Whiteman, Potts; F. Hawles
‘_"B‘m’h&ﬂ, Lashbrooke ; BrOfwn,’ Walker Jigmj*oﬁ‘: ;
lloody, St‘amsﬁﬁid. : S 7 'l -
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i Rxeter dxperienced viery litil the enow which,
euIme bha‘s::i(; of Luteay, bull the lofty position

“thes ground caused the full foree of the wind o
o felt.  Tb was @ biling enst wind, amounting
timoes to mlmost u gale, and il wap evidentt fwom
the kick-off fhut it would pluy havoe with the
football, * Exeter had-the assistance of the wind
in the flst balf, and the opening exchanges, ae
was only to be expected, ruled in their faveur.
Ganside and Bell were eanly prominent, and Potts
“distinguished himself with a fine clearancs from
Parnell, but, though the homesters were ofiten
attacking, they bardly ever got really dangerous.
As 8 matbor of faot, it was Luton who first came
near dcoring, for, after a maguificent sum by the
forwards, Whittaker rushed out of goal and
snapped up-ho ball from Johmson's toe, just as
he was aboub'to shoot.
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The Blues wers really pubting up a wvery fine
opposition, so much so that the City mever looked
diked scoring until they were awarded a pepalty
a guarter of am hour or so after the stani, This
award was 8 rare sbroke of bad luck for the Blues,
and: way very strongly protested agaivst by the
visiting players, Wightman wap alleged to have
Tanled the ball in order to assist him m clearing,

i ut, as -a matter of fact, the Lubon players con-
velde thait it was one of the visitors' forwards
who oil the handling.. In any case, theye did
not appear to those on the stand any suggestion |
of a deliberate . act. of handling for it was ome 1
of thoss cases of the ball bouncng up sharply |
fvom the ground, and, so far as Wightman was
-poncerned, there was absolutely mo mecesgity for
him to baye recourse to the uge of his 'hand.
The visitors were yory demonstrative in their
appealy ‘to the referse to consult his linesmen,
bt the man in charge turned a dedf ear to their
yepresentations, and Hvang chme mp, from baock,
1o take the kick, and easily scored. Hven the
Exeter folk regarded it as a very lucky sbart.
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This incidemt, naturally, had some effect on the
game, fer it gave the homestery an advantage
which imbued them with any amount of confi-
demoe. Btill, the Blueg came within en ace of
equalising just afterwards, for Walker and Brown
simply left the opposition stamding, with a de-
Tightful ‘bout of passing, and Whittaker had all
he could do to tip: Browi's shot round the post
for a corner, Nothing came of this, but play wag
‘kept round the Fxeter goal for some tirhe, in
‘spite of the sturdy character of the home defertice.
Evang and Pratt both vendered their side splen-
did gervice, and eventually the latter got his
centre forwand away, and Parnell, with a sprightly
‘run, charngwed the venwe of operations. For a
quarter wi &n hour, the Lubton defence knew whab
Ib Was w0 undergo severe pressure, and both Potts
and Wightman came out of the ordeal with
flying colours,  The wind played pramks with
many of itheir elearances, but they showed con-

,sﬁ&e@ble'akill in  intercepting dangerous ' mover

ments, and Naishy did not, have a~grest deal to

do. Garside ouce shot inbo his hands, and Beil

was noti far out with a hot drive, buf, generally,

the shooting was wide of the mark, though the

left wing were frequently making likely openings.
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g When! at last, the Blues raised {he siege, Hians.
field showed off his paces in fine style, bub was
unable ko malke an effective assault on the goal.
Onice tlie half back checked a promising run by
the left wing, .and, again, when Stangfield had
‘bea!tern the half, Evans proved & check. But
Libom were mot to be forestalled, Browm did
fine work on the other wing, and from a. capital
centre Bushell was only just out with his shof.
The Blues were mow holding their opponents well,
but another . misfortune occurred. to. them, for
Lagshbrookd wag struck with the ball pud  so
badly hurt that he had to leave the field. Under
this handicap, Luton could not’ muke much head.
way, and a quapter of an hour before the interval
Pratt, taking a backward pass from Watson,
scored with & great drive from about twenty
yards' out. .
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Even then, Luton were not done with, for, with
gearcely more than a minute gone, Brown got |
away, and, from hig centre, Bushell emulatoed the |
fent of the Exeter ceiitre half, registering a fne |
goal, Considering all the circumstinces, the Blteg
might have been well coutent for this to have
‘been thve‘:‘ state of things at the change of ends,
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-b }ust befom the whwﬁe ﬁnundad another ’b.dt
 of fortune came Exeter's way. Parnell shot hard
 for goul, and the wind carried the ball wide, bv’llt
| perceiving that it would be reached by mmd@
 before it crossed the lne, Naisby dashed out.
He reached the hall %&f{;m Garsi dﬂ amd went o
kick away, but the ball struck 8% inside left om
the hend with such force as to lay %xizrx. out, amd
the ball rebounded into the net with the %@a,ﬁj@
quite helpless. This made the score at half-vime:
V ’ Exeter 53 Lﬁi{?ﬁ 1. o
| X ® @
 Luton had their fuil cfxmp? ement of players when
the teams came out after the interval, *&zfz,_%. Lash-
:
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Esz’a@{zgﬁ was obviousl v Lafzi_g{ e off ’:‘ﬂt’ of his
injury, and wag not of much service. Still, for
~all that, with the wind now in thesr favour the

Blues set up a dvely attack, and if was really
markable hc:w the hom %ﬁt@’i"" warde "‘31 nff on-
. smvghﬁ after onslaught, The goal had a very
narrow escape whenm the inside men failed to
make good use of a fine G‘pe‘i mg presented by
“an wwatf% centre from E‘Q%%% E&%ﬁz@h tried
’5«3;@ “Handa 1 &t 1{)&@? rgﬁg@_ ”MG{}“ ?”Zﬂ‘g vt without suce-
cess a.ﬁ,&; ﬁngn after ten mmaus@ or so, Moody
tﬁﬁﬁi up a GEZ%’!;T% {from Brown and, 8t close guar-
’ tars drove hard into thenet, =
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After t«h}ﬁ the Blues freg&%&zﬁy Jooked like
equ&h%mgg but the desired point 4did not come,
a«m} rth@y received an unexpected sef back an.,.
following & run by Garside, there was a mix up
n the goal mouth, and Bell scoved with a low
~shot, which entered 'bha corber of the goal. Direct,
iy»{ afterwards, Garside cnece more placed the
Luton, goal in dapger, but for the rest of the
gm the City were Easﬁv engaged in resisting
the thmiest‘ful &ttazyk@ of the Tutomians. Time
*tlmﬁ ‘ime Blues ﬂ‘Gt 1o {ﬁ‘a” guarters, and
0T Whrﬁtaker had ‘ba give a corber in ordel
z;-ise save from . Walker, but, althomgh the attsck
Wag well sustained, it hax} o seoring regult.
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COMMENTS ON THE GAME.

The plucky display given by the Blues after
a most unfortunate start won the gympathies of
the bulk of the spectators, for, whetlier playing
with or agsinst the wind, they were qui¥s the
equals of the Grec.ans, exoept, perhaps, during
the time Lashbrooke wag off the field. Exeter
were distinetly lucky with two of their goals, for,
unquestionably, the first ought mever tic have
come about, and the Blues would have had no
more than their deserts if the result bhad heen a
draw. Neithdr team wers seem at their best, for
the wind haed » disastrous effect on the football
Brown and Moody were the pick of the Luton
forwards, Walker mot being nearly so successful as
againgt Brighton, end, in the back division, Potts
was entitled to great praise for a sterling display.
brooke's injury gave him little chance of
ghowing what he could do at left half, but it was
rather surpriging to find hira tried in that posi-
tion &t all. Johnson is, without a doubt, bettent
ot left half than at centre, amd Lashbrooke is
iy @ forward, On the Exeter side, Gar-
Bell were a very dangerous wing, and
half served the side well,
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