LUTON 'v.: CRYSTAL, PATACH
Played at Luton on Saturday. Result:—
1 goal.

1 goal.

Luton
Crystal - Palace :

The tecams were as follow:—
Lulon—Naishy; Wizghiman and Potts; ~ F.
Hawl Pushei!, and Johnson; Brown,
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! Stephenson, G. West, and Stansfield.
Crya'al Palace—Johnson; Collyer and Bul-
cock ; Colline, Hughes, and: Hanger; Garratt,

Hewitt, Williams, Wcodhouse, and Davies.
Referee, Mr. R. P. Bommett (Portsmouth).
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hor favoured  this  match,
d by seme 7,000 spectators.
12h gecond oa the table, only
ipied fthat podtion by virtwe of extro
ches played. It was important to them,
herglore, that thoy should secure both points,
a feat they accomplished on the Luton ground
lagh | on in a game which realizod a crop
«: holf-a-dozen goal Swindon, placed at
ths head of the League, had up to Saturday
the Palads as their nearcs: mts,  veth
Brighton and West Flam lying close up. The
rezults- lod to no chifting of these positions,
although had the Prighten Club not allowed
themeelyes to b beaten' at home by Exetex,
Crystal Falace’s ivebility (o dispose of Luton
would have cost them second place.
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Bsaut ful wen
which was wif

Recont  rosults between Laton arnd the
Glaziers have been curicusly erratic.  Tast
sz2agom; here, {he Palace won by 4 to 2, but
in the retura game the Blues get their own
back with a &—1 win. In Docomber last the
scorc was 6—1 again, this time in favour of
the Palaco, ard a balance was struck on Satuvr-

day, with a draw of cne all. |
* * *

It hos been cherscteristic: of Luton that
through rocent matchos they have fallen Very!
nmiuch into the ways of their opponents, and
“Jeft it to them to decide what kind of & pame
we shall have. Thus it will bo remembered
that whea Swindon a fortnight ago openecd
cut in qgu'te classical style, Luton set ‘to work
in iiks fashion, and an interesting game was
played. It is d.fficult to say who cet the
fashion on Saturday, or was it that the teams
mutually dropped into the give-and-take rule?
A draw fairly represented the merits,
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It is to be urged in extenuvation of Tuton's
occas cnal  inertness that they had coms
through a heavy game the previous day at
Plymouth, whereas the Palace were disen-
‘gaged. Two games within twenty-four hours
o hard grounds and in sutnmer-like weather,
undér Leagua cgnlditio-ns, aye no light task.

* w

Bob Hawlkes was cut of the side. His place
was faken by Johngon, who a few weeks earlior
had filled a vacaney in the forward line after
Smith’s departure, pend ng the arvival of
Stephenson.  The crisis arising out of the mis
hap to Moody was temporarily velieved by the
inclugion of (. West, © This player ig a
Northern amateur. Ile has been playing in
the Tynesido League, a eompetition amongst
clubs teeming with prosent talent and youth
of promise. It is unfair to judge West upon
his gingle appearance, bul he was not a
marked sucecss, despite the fact that his main
mupporier is also from yneside,



The cpening stages of the game led to false
hopes.  The Palace initited a strong’ attack,
wh'ch Wightman stopped, and there was a
moment of excitement when the Lutonians went
away down to the visitors’ goal. B_ro\vn kicked
over near the pocts.  Bushell dribbled down
and shot wde a little later, and enthusiasm
was aroused by a corner conceded to Luf,org.
Stansfield placed the ball nicely, and the posi-
tion was maintained for a mombent, until
Bushe!l headed in. Johnson (Palace) fouled,
but the roferee gave no ruling, and the custo-
d'an cleared. The exchanges continued brim-
ful of oxcitement for the first few minutes,
Walker once heading over and Brown shooting
wide, Brown, Walker, Stephenson, and
Pushell shared strong work., Stephenson was
thought to have a good chance of which he did
not maka the most Ilay slackenced down to
long kick'ng, and Naisby had work to do on
threo occasions.  In aggressive work, Brown
and Walker were a handful for the Palace.
The combination of this pair wag better than
ever. Brown, it is true, was at fault in shoot-
ing, but where there is no mistake there is
never anything above medicerity. Walker was
the hero of the occason, however, and has
improved much since he joined. Tho half
continued evenly without a score, although just
before the interval a corner kick nearly re-

.

sulted in a goal for Luton, Johnson sending
over the bar,
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Bushell had retired before half-time, suffer-
ing from a strained leg, and when the teams
reappeared he wag still an abecentee. The
Lutonians were surprisingly forceful in the
circumstances, and the home crowd waxed. very
enthusiast’'c during a sustained short-handed
attack upon the visitors’ citadel, Garratt took
away with a splendid dribble, the ind vidual
run of the afternoon, and surviving repeated
tackles, shot well in. Wightman was fortu-
nately on the epot to head away. A quick and
unexpecved rally by Luton drew the attack
upen the Palace goal, where the keeper was
scee pressed.  He beat the ball back several
times, until Siephenon got an opening in the
molee and shot into the net.  The score was
regigtered under unusually exciting conditions.
Bushel] returned soon afterwards. The Luton
men were playing tho smarter, and a win
socemed fairly whthin prospect. " Unfortunately,
Liowever, by an unaccountable momentary
slacknoss, they let the Palace in twenty
minutes from the end. The hall was dribbled
up to goal in the softest fashion, and Hewitt
shot in. Naisby stopped at full length on the
ground, and he had nol tims to clear the ball,
wh'ch lay just beyond his reach, ere Williams
“chipped in” and put through.  The home
custodian was in no way responsible. At the
moment, the Palaca front rank had Naisby and
the ball to themselves. TLuton probably never
lost a Ieague point under more aggravating
o reumstances. There were free kicks on both
gides, and once Hughes noarly scored with a
powerfu'ly headed ball, which hit the crossbar
and glanced off. On the whole, however, the
play lacked incident of tha# character to be
expected of well-trained class players. - The
heat was an extra trial to tha men.  Luton lost
Bushell aga’n, ho having gone off just after the
Palage scored, so that it was woil Wightman

| amd Potls were both found in steady form,

The Palace had & substantial share of the
attack, and on one or two occasions their work
was a'most worth the goal,  An unbiassad

spectator must have been well sat’sfied that

the teams finished lovel.  Tha fact that the

goal Palaeo got might with greater watehful.
| ness huve been averlod is, of course, No - part
of ‘the main argumont,
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