Southern League.

BRENTFORD v. LUTON.

Played at Griffin Park, Brentford, on Saturday.
Result :—

Brentfordii - 0rn o5 1 goal.
Lafonme iyt s e e nil.

The teams were as follow :—

Luton-—Naisby; Wightman and Potts; F.
Hawkes, Busheil, and Johnson; Brown, Walker,
Stephenson, L.ashbrooke, and Stansfield,

Brentford--Ling; Rhodes and Buxton; Richards,
Hamilton. and A, Barelay; Bartiett, Land, Sib-
bald, Ryalls, and Anderson,

Roferce, Mr, G, Rose (Coventry),

The relurn match with Brentford excited little
comment in either contre, which was rather dif-
ferent from -tast season, when- echoes of the Cup-
tie made the matches of mote than ordinary in-
terest. As R. Hawkes was unable to get away,
Johnson once more played at left-half, otherwise
what is now looked upon as the strongest avail-
able team was out for Luton, Brentford missed
Reid, but had the assistance of A. Barclay, the
Ilford amateer, at left half. The game attracted
scarcely 3,000' spectators. :

Luton had what advantage was to be gained
by winning the loss, and opened as if they in-
tended to carry all before them. The home de-
fenders were kept pretty busy repelling attacks,
and it seemed Ling’s charge could not stand the
sustained efforts, particularly of Lashbrooke, for
long. But no goals resulted, notwithstanding the}
fact that Lashbrooke drove in three or four at-
tempts in quite fine style, each of which was sent
In at a Inost difficult” angle and with plenty of |
powder behind the ball.  Limg was distinctly
lucky with at least two, and his coolness at this
stage probably had more to do with winning the
match for his side than any after event, for a
lead of two - goals so eariy in the game
would have had a great influence.

The Luton players always maintain they do not
get anything like so good a ball away from Luton
as they do at home. This was the case again,
and affer Potts and others had complained to the
referes a fresh one was obtained. Still even with
a different ball, no impression could bo made, and
hen came an unfortunate matter for Luton, inas-
much as Johnson rather badly hurt his ankle, and
practically for the remainder of the game he was
of no use to his side. It ir true he came back
to the field for part of the game, but his effec-
tiveness was_ gone, and- Luton had really . only
ten.men. This quite upset the forward rank by
taking T.ashbrooke away, and although for a time
they manraged to held fheir own, they were never
really o dangerous a line as in the opening
quarter of an hour.

Luton forced several corners in the early stages,
but it was not until after Johnson’s accident that
any snch advantage fell to the Bees. Even then
the first award was a very bad decision, for it
was quite evident the hall ‘was put over the line
by the Brentford players, but as nothing came
of this it did not affect the result. The first time
the home side became really dangerous was a
nice opening which fell to Ryalls, but his attempt
went just a yard too wide, and Land was not
sufficiently alert to get to the ball in time. This
attack was followed by another, and Sibbald sent
in a fine attempt which undoubtedly would have
beaten Naishy, but again the direction was a
‘trifle at fault. and the ball knocked down the
post which holds the net.

Two further corners fell to the home side, but
Naisby punched the ball away each time, and
Rhodes finally put by fer a goal kick. Then
Luton had another look-in, and a clever pass by
Steplienson was snapped up by Lashbrooke, only
once more to find Ling in form when the Luton
inside left got his shot in. Another g)romisifng bid
for the opening goal came from S ansfie.d, who
ran in and met a good centre from Brown, but
Harold was a shade too high in his aim, although
the attempt was a good one. Naishy twice saved,
once from a fine shot by Sibbald, and again he
punched away in good style a dangerous centre
from the leff wing.

Mozt of the shooting hereabouts was taken at
long range, and ono shot from Stephenson only
Just failed to find the net.  Twice the referee
awarded the Bees a free kick when the offence
Wwas nobt very apparent, bub even with this help
the home players were not reullfr dangerous, and
half {imo came without any goals being scored.
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Johnson canie on with the other Luton players,
and for a time the exchanges were pretty equal
and it was anyone’s game. But at lact a lucky
goal sattled the result. Anderson secured the ball
well out on the wing, and taking it almost to
the correr flag he dropped in what was evidentiy
intended for a contre, but it gcarcely reached the
nearest upright and was carried by the wind into
the goal-mouth. Naisby, taken somewhat by sur-
prige, made a punch at tho ball ag it was drop-
ping just inside the net at the junction of the bar
and uprght. He appeared to hit the ball as it
fell, but instead of getting it out of danger, it
:»Lppa,retntfy struck the post and rebounded into
the net.

Johrson now went off for good, and the en-
couragement of the goal evidently put more con-
fidenco into the home dorwards, for they were
the attacking party for the major portion of the
game. Only once did Luton appear likely to
alter the result, and this was a fine run and
centre from Brown which dropped nicely in front,
and Stephensorn as usual was well on the spot and
tried to head the ball through, but he got just a
trifie too far under it, and the ball went sailing
well over the bar. It looked as if a little steadi-
ness must have resulted in an equaliser, but the
chance passed, and from now to the finish Luton
were on the defensive. 1

Most chances came to Sibbald, but Wightman
played well ou the Brentford centre and did not
give a deal of rope, and his aftentions were
scarcely to the liking of the-spectators. Still he
played a scrupulously fair game, although his
kicking was not quite so sure as usval. On one
occacion, however, Sibbald managed to dodge
Wightman and it looked any odds on a goal, but
Naisby angled him and effectually blocked the
ball’s pacsage into goal. Getting the ball again,
the home ceatre sent. in another drive which
Naisby just knocked down without clearing, and
Sibbald meeting the return, headed the ball on
the crossbar, and thus the hottest’ attack of the
day fizzled ouwt. For a few minutes Brentford
were short of Land, who got hurt during these
-series of attacks, but he soon came back, ard
the Luton defence did weil to keep down the score
to 2 single goal. ; :

. The gamee right throngh was not a very inspir-
ing affair, and the actual result was probably a
fair representation of the play, for Luton were
quite the equal of the Bees in the first half, and
before Johneon’s injury were mueh the superior
party. Then in the second half certainly Brent-
ford had the better of the exchanges, and it was
rather wonderful they did not increase their lead.
Much credit is due to Wightman for keeping the
r score down to the smallest limit, and he was un-
|

doubtedly the player most in evidence on the
field. He got through any amount of work, and
if his placing was a bit at fault he must be con-
gratulated epon his tackling, for he seldom made
a mistake in this direction. Potts ably helped
him, but of course the injury to Johnsen made a
big difference on this side of the field. The other
two TLuton half-backs were sound without being
briliiant.  The front rank, which in the early
stages appeared to be in something like Luton’s
early season form, never quite recovered the fact
of Lashbrooke having to act in a double capacity
when Johnson got injured. Certainly up to this
point Laghbrooke and Stansfield were the finest
wing playing, and it was most unfortunate that
L‘hls partnership to a large extent wad broken up.
%t(;phefnson put bgﬁl usual czlas% into the game
ut of course y missed havin r
man on his left hand, G
The outstanding players for Breniford were
Ling in the early stages, and Barclay in the
second half, when matters were going well for his
side. Tndoubtedly the Ilford amateur is quite a
useful player, having height and weight in. his
favour, Buxton, who is looked upon by many as
the finest left back in the Southern League, was
another player {o meet the eye, and his work at
times was brilliant. For such a little chap, he
comes out of dangerous gituations in a marvellous
manner, and is seldom beaten in close quarters.




	Brentford A LN
	Brentford A LN2

