'THE LEST AWAY MATCH.

Luton Lose by the ‘Only Goal.

Johngon Iujnred: Blues Play One
Short in Second Half.

Txcept that B, M. Hawkes found himgelf unable
to get away, the sidé sent to Brentford on Satur-
day was the strongest now at e disposal of the
club, and considering the arduous holiday pro-
gramme  this. was something to be thankful for,
Bushell returned to the ‘team and Johnson, of
course, wag the substitute for the captain. The
Bees' chief absentec was Reid, theiy centre-for-
ward, and this caused a veshuffling of their front
rank. Sibbald wes given the centre pogt; he
| thus played in tho same position in which he made
hig initial (Southern League appearance, when
Luton vigited Griffin Park last season.

* * %

The gate was naturally much below the average.
There was nothing particular at stake with the
two clubs, aud the Cup Final, together with an
important match at Chelsea, kept down the at-
tendance, Indeed a few minutey before the start,
the ground seemed to be quite deserted, but at
the finish there were about 3,000 present, The
wajority of these stopped to see a local cup-tie
which fook place immediately after the League
encounter, and they really appeared to be more
interested in thig minor contest; enyway there
was more enthusiasm displayed.

* * *

The teams for the league game were as under:

- Lmton:: Naisby; Wightman and Potts; F.
Hawkes, Bushell and Johnson; Brown, Walker,
‘Stephenson, Lshbrooke and Stansfield.
1" Brentford: Ling; Rhodes and Buxton; Richerds,
Hamilton and A. Baxclay ; Bartlett, Land, Sibbald,
Ryalls, and Andersom.

Referee, Mr. G. Rose, Coventry. ?

* * *® A

Luton commenced in great style and were soon
troubling the home defenders.  First Lashbrooke
land Stansfield were in the picture, and Harold
wiorking! ltowardls goal florced ‘an unproductive
| corner off Rhodes.  An even more promising
movement came along, following a fine pass by
Stephenson, after beating Hamilton, = Tashbrooke
| going through, tested Ling with o stingivg drive,
but the Bees' goalkeeper wag on the allert @nd
| saved in fine style.  Almost immediately Lutofr
| were attacking again on the left, and Lashbrooke
forced still amother cormer, snd this was dleared
in the first instance, but the ball came oub to
Wightman, who standing  just inside the centre
line, returned the ball with eufficent force for it
kto pass over for a f\oa,! 5Zzix:k.* |

. The game had not been in progress more than
ten minutes, when Bartlott and Johnson came
into collision, and it was seen that the Lmton player
had meceived some serious. injury. The game was
stopped for quite a long time, and eventually Joan-
‘son- was taken to the side to receive the attentions
of Lawson, and the game continued with Tash-
brooke falling back. Of course, this took & lot
of ating ouf of the atsack, who up to this point
had been monopolising the game. Still a third
corner was forced; but like the previous omes this
came to mothing,
* *

The firdt time the home side got dangerous was
the mesult of a free kick against Potts, who fouled
Bartlett, but Stephenson cleared this with a fine
kick.  Lashhrooke, who was a sort of forwasd-
half-back, now put in a clever piece of individual
work, and tricking both the half and full back
geitt in @ 'terrific shot right across the goal. Tt
appeared a certain goal, for the ball was travelling
awaly from Ling, but the goalkeeper was just in
}hime and brought of a splendid save, which
l earned him a r‘ound*o'f aa;b)plmlfe.

Hands against Ryalls gave Wightman a chance |
 to- have @ pop at goal with the place kick, amd
he all bub netted with a fine effont, the ball land-
ing on top of the net. Johnson now came back,
but he limped badly, and was not able to get aboub
a great deal.. The Bees were now having more off
the game, and they were awarded o couple of cor-
nops without producing an effect on the scofe
sheeb. :

s i e



Just before half-time Familton got the worse of

1a tussle with Walker, and falling on the hard
| ground hurt his head, but after some attention he
| remained ouv the field, The game was very feature-

| lese for quite @ lomg period, amnd the ouly glimpse

| of excitement came when Stepbemson sent in i}
“trimmer,” which, travelling at great wpoed, went

a yard wide for a goal kick.  Hands against Potte

{'some forty yards out gave the home side a chance
Fto get aishot at Naisby, but Anderson put by for
{w goal kielk, and the interval seore stoods— '«

Brentford 0, Luton 0,
* ® g .

Johnson came out with the otherg after the
interval but now the home side had the sdvant-

|age of the wind they were doing more aggressive
| wark, and Wightman and Potts were compelled to

play on the defensive. They did not please the

| crowd when the ball was Kicked into touch, and

this being done pretty frequently memy ivomical
cheers ‘went up ab the tactics employed to dheck
the home forwards. About the best effort by Laiton
was an attempt by Bushell, which Ling saved with
a fine punch down the field. This was quickly fol-
| lowed by the deciding incident of the game. * Barit-

1lett getting the ball somewhere mear the corner

flay dropped in what was evidently intended for a

1 centre, but the wind curled the ball in, and Naisby, |
|in sttempting to punch it away, appeared to

knook it against the upright, and it dropped into
goal. Bt was & very lucky point, for the :centre
only just reached the goal, and really appeared
likely to be taken wide of the post by the wind,

| and was quite a surprise point. During the time

the ball was rushed through Johnson hustb his ankle

| once more, and it took some time before the game

was resbarted. Then the Luton player came off
and took no further part in the game,
# * #* B
From no wto the finish the Bees were the miore
likely side to score, but they failed af the critical
moment, and Naisby had very little opportunity of
exhibiting hig skill. Bibbald was the most danger-
ous home forward. He snd Wightman were con-
tinually coming into contect, and, as a rule, the
Luton back came off best. Although he bad one
or two fonls given againet him Wightman did not
play at all a dirty game, and did not deserve all
the remarks that wers hurled at him. Now that
the bome side had secured the lead little interest
was taken in the exchanges, and it seemed quite 2
relief t¢ the players and spectators when the
whigtle/ went for time, with the score standing—

~ Breutford i, Taton 0.

COMMENTS ON THE PLAY AND PLAYERS.

Tafking the match as a whole it was a typical
end of the season game, and the players on both

I sides did not seem o trouble a deal. Still, as ds

usually the case under such circumstances, there
was quite a number of mishaps. In the first half
Luton were the betier side. Indeed, up to the
time that Johnson met with the injury which even-
tarally compelled hig retivementi in the second half

there was only one team in it.  But with ‘the

the interval the blank score sheet was a fair re-
presentation of the exchanges. On the run of the

tory, and 1t speaks well for the defensive play of
Wightman and. Potts that the score was. not
heavier. ‘ : :
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| Up to the time that Stansfield had Lashbrooke
for hig regular partner this pair provided the finest
"(fr;ofbball of the day, and the Luton inside left was
“extremely unlucky with his shooting, for he put in
at least threo attempts which fully deserved to
count. By the way, this was his final match of
the presemt season, as he takes up his ericketing
duties: at Bradford to-day. Thiy will make his
fifth season with Bowling Old Lame Club, and his

cripping of Johnson the side fell away, and up tol

second half, Brentford were entitled to their vie-

friends at Luton will wish him evVery succesy ab
the sisterigport. By the way, it way not be gen»e;xu
ally known that Lashbrooke has played in first-
?lm; mﬁécet for his native county, Essex, and but
or his League engagements would hiave had a more
;-egulmr place in the team. ; g
A o * i * £

- Brentford have mot been doing qui A
~ Brentford ot oing - quite so well re-
Qent:ly as 1y the ’eg«rry ‘part of the season, when they
thréatened to have some sy in the scttling -of
the -qhamplgns;hi_p. They have o fine back in Bus.




ton, and his whole-hearied play was very refresh-
ing in 4 somewhat weary game. In this match
- Bm hM the assmtmm@ @é’ A B& ralay, the
XY good game.
Forward
mt b& olsaamed bhsa,t we saw much effective

, and although Sibbald doubtless played
leverer foﬂtmﬂ t&m.n Rehd w&uﬁd Es@ve @?M_ he
% sheet,

same dtmnees ths? lmm gpwfa&@m
fident their negwiﬁa,; centre-forward
ie.  But then, of eourse, qu
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