. Southern League.

LUTON v. COVENTRY CITY.

Played at Luton on Saturday. Result:—

Coventry. City .. ... 4 goals.
Laton e 2 goals.
&

The teams were as follow : —

Luton—Naisby; Wightman and Potts; T
Hawkes, Bushell, and R. Hawkes; Brown,
Walker, Stephenson, Moody, and Stansfield.

Coventry—Evans; Parton and Barnacle;
Yates, Bradley, and Chaplin; Parkes, Turn-
bull, Brown, Jores, and Alden.

Referee, Mr. C. J. Ross (Aldershot).
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The hopes entertained by the seven thousand
spectators who wended their way to the Luton
ground on Saturday that the home team would
eacure their first League victory this season
were destined to be very rudely dispelled,
though not the least suspicion of the fact
crossed their mind during the first half. Last
season Coventry were beaten by 4 goals to 2,
and they ought to have been vanquished by
mors than that on this occasion, but as it hap-
pened the verdict was exactly reversed, and
Luton it was who sufiered defest,
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‘The game was played under ideal conditions,
and as tho home team were fully represented,
there was cvery reason to expect them to give
a good account of themselves. Why they didn’t

0 50 i3 something to marvel at. During the
fivst half, they had not three-fourths but nine-
tenths of the play, and then only managed to
seore once, that being from a penalby.
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In that first forty-five minutes I think Naisby
handled the ball only onee, and he certainly
naver had a real shot to stop. Taken all round,
Coventry seemed very poor stuff indeed, and
Luton were able to do precty much as they
liked, except in the one ossential of scoring.
The home forwards, well supported by the
halves, were constantly in the vicinity of the
 visitors’ goal, and there their efforts petered
out in the most disappointing fashion, ‘
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It was not because of the opposing backs—at
least not by any brilliant display on their part
—it was simply and solely because the forwards
showed the most wretched judgment imagin-
able. Stephenson especially could not do any-
thing right, and he always seemed to be try-
ing to take the ball through an opponent in-
stead of round him.
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Tho fact of the matter is, however, that the
forwards never will scors until they learn to
open out the game when occasion demands,
Short  passing s all very - well in its
way, and sometimes pays, but generally speak-
ing the more open the play is kept, the greater
the chances of scoring. Saturday’s match
provod this conclusively.  All the first half
Luton were keeping up a constant pressure,
and yet seldom loolked [iko scoring, whilst in
the second half, the moment the Coventry for-
wards were able to make the running they at
onco becamo dangorous.



Curiously enough, Jack Sharp, thq well-
known International, was wri ing.on this very
subject in Saturday's ‘‘lvening News.”
Speaking of long and short passing, ho raid:
“I do think that instead of the close exhibi
tions that one is accustomed to see in most of
our big Leaguc matches the two styles migh
well be mixed up more than they are. I have
seen, timo after time, opportunities for one
outside man to send the ball right acress tc
the other outside who is absolutely unmarked,
and yet those chances have been neglected for
the stereotyped style of close passing which i
in voguo. ‘Sling‘ing the ball about, as it i
terined by maost players, often has the effect of
opening up tho game and baflling the defenc
when nothing else is likely to, and I do main
tain that the extremo wingers frequently have
glorious opportunities of going right througl
on their own, when, owing to sone stupid pre
arranged method, they pass to another com
vade who is as much marked, somotimes mor
so, as they are themselves... . . . Get up the
other end should be the zim of the forwards
and they can get there quicker by long passing
and fast runs up the touch-line than by the
methed of ‘ get the ball and then get rid of 1
as quickly as pc::sible.""
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And now to begin at the beginning. Bok
Hawlkes, who has been much more successfu
with the coin since he turned pro., again wor
the tozs, and Luton, starting with the advantage
of breeze, at cnce commenced to force the pace
The visiting backs soon began to find them:
selves in a for a pretty warm time, and did
not appear to be any too rcliable, but their
luck often served them in good stead when
their judgment was at fault.

Time after time Luton took the ball up the
field, and time after time they worked them-
solves to well within shooting range, but owing
to the closen of their work, they allowed
themselves to be so hampered by the opposing
defence that there were few chances of getting
in a clean shot. Stephenson, who was working
hard cnough, had several opportunities, but
mode poor use of them, and when Stansfield
gave him a good centre, he headed over.
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The visitors, on the other hand, had a shot
the first time they got away, the centre-forward
sending over the bar. TLufon then resumed the
offensive, ard maintained the attack with moro
or less spirit pretty well all through the first
half, but their efiorts for the most part were
not of such a nature as to arouse tho enthu-
siasm  of the spectators. Stephenson had
another splendid chanee right in the mouth of
goal, but Evans managed to push the ball out,
and Brown shot just the wrong side of the
upright, ;
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A littlo later on Moedy had a grand opening
from a centrs by Stansficid, but he shot high
over. A corner proved fruitless, but subse-
quently, whea the Luton forwards were some-
what more thrustful than usual, Yates con-
ceded a penalty by handling the ball. Bob
Hawkes took the kick, and easily placed in the
net cut of Evans’ reach. There was now only
six minutes to go before the interval, and
during that time Walker almost scored again,
but Evaus mude‘a. brilliant save.
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As soon as the second half wag started, it was
ween that Coventry were going to make a
desperate cffort to pull the game out of the fire,
for they at once began swinging the ball fromn
wing to wing and making more headway than
at any previous time. Unfortunately, at this
Juncture, Wightman, in clearing with a big
kick, hurt his knee, and though, after atten-
tion from Trainer Lawson, he was ablo to re-
sume, he was never the same man again,
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Alden, who had not been specially con-
spicuous before, now began making runs down
the left wing, and it was not long before Coven-
try had cqualised the scores, Naisby had just
been called upon to mako his firet real save
when the visitors renewed the attaclk, and

PBrown scored with a shot which, taken without
a moment’s hesitation, ‘l'cft Naisby helpless.
” ;

After this, Luton had a splendid chance of
taking the lead again, a centre by Stansficld
finding its way across the mouth of goal.
Moody tricd to get at it, but came down in a
collision with Parton, and the ball going to
Stephenson, that player scemed a certain
scorer, but he m'issod if‘.' altogether.
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This was practically Luton’s last chance, for
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sventry took the gamo in hand ard ran the
I?g;g firgfenoe oft itég legs., Parkes scored their
second goal, and a minute or so later Alden
ran round Wightman, and placing the ball in
the centre, Brown scored with a bea‘l’xtlful ghot,
once more taken Witho:lt a n:oment s delay.
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These repcated successes were loudly cheered
by the spe%t-a,tors, and the dcfeat looked like
becoming a rout shortly afterwards, when
Alden again sent the ball across the mouth of
goal and Parkes beat Naisby as nicely and
cleanly as possible. The home forwards, how-
ever, made much more strenuowus efforts then,
and there is little doubt that they scored a
second goal when Hvans, to escape a charge,
turned round with the ball in his hand, . but
the referee, after consultation with a linesman,
declined to allow it, Just on time howoror
Moody did score one about which there could
be no question, from a centre by Brown, -and
the game thus ended in a victory for the
visitors by 4 goals to 2. :
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As already indicated, the play of the for-
wards was very ineffective, and unless they .ean
soore goals as well as play tricky football, the
gate receipts will speedily become a seriously
diminishing quantity. They were a clevercr
lot than the Uoventry quintet, but the latter
realised what they were playing for, and:the
moment they found the openings made the best
use of them. Their extreme wing men had .a
share in all the goals, whereas the T,uton ont-.

side men were often left unemployed for quite
a long spell, : -
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_Stephenson gave by far his worst display
since he has worn the Laton colours, and . the

three inside men neutralised the greater nart

of their work by persistently hugging the ball.
Bob Hawkes made heroje efforts, and was well
supported by Bushell and Fred, but in spite of
all that they could do, the Luton attack was
missrably weak.
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In the first half, Wightman and Potts played
splendidly and gave nothing away, but after
the former had got hurt, Alden seemed to hawve
little difficulty in getting round him. whilst
Potits beoam..e too flurried to cope with the long-
passing tactics of the visiting forwards, It wasg
an un'fo-rtungaie day for Naisby who had com-
paratively litile to do and yet was beaten four
times.  He was so well beate

} n, too, that he
could scarcely make any attempt to save..
e ™ -~ ;

It is not too ]
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forwards have the ability, amd
the urgent need is for them to make the best
use of it, ¢y must drop theipr mechanical
style of play and give a little thought to what
they are doing, They must lears to shoot in-
stead of indulging in unnceessary embroidery
and, above all. they must ceaso to allow Vﬂ‘ei;xi
selves to bo deluded by the idea that at all
limes and under all circumstanceos the cIono-
pPassing game ig }ho only one to play,
ol N -
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