FOOTBALL NOTES.
By ““ Goalie.”
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LUTON BEATEN AT HOME.
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| COVENTRY'S WONDFERFUL RECOVERY
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home team wauld be beaten,—and wel] beaten
too. Luton: were having all the game, ‘and :;
[ victory appeared quite safe. but nothing j
certain in football-<this is one of the causes o
its popularity—and at the end of the oA
Luton retired beaten by 4-2. For abou
seventy out of the ninety minutes the gams
lasted the home feam were doing all the press
ing, and they scored two goals,—and one g
them from a penalty.  On the other hand
Coveéntry outplayed the home team for twengy
f_‘xinutes, and in that time beat Naisby fou
13 es. ‘
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- During that disastrous twenty minutes,  the
whole team fell to pieces. Naishy was shaky
the backs miskicked, the halves were too busy
to feed their forwards, and the latter wers
robbed of the ball like so many schoolboys.
The equaliser was a bit of a shock, but the
second and third goals coming in quick sgne-
| cession seemed to stun them and take all the
Eeart out of them. In the last quarter of an
hour, urged on by the seven thousand spec:
tators, the home team wallied, but their Juck
| was dead out, and it was not until the close
| thar Moody was able to Iessen the defeat.
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|  The Coventry City team are mot a. team of
| stars. Their forwards wovk no intricate car-
pet patterns, but they go straight for goal, and
shoot at, the slightest opportunity. The Luton
forwards went for goal ali'mght, but the less
sald of the shooting the better. The Coventry
| ““star’’ was Alden, the outsidé right, who coni-
pletely mastered Wightman, and led up to the
sccaryng of three of the goals. The inside for-
| wards, Jones, Brown, and Turnbull, are good
individualists, and Parkes scored two fine goals.
| The half backs were not: particularly clever,
| but their bustling methods—they all seemed
tc bave copied Bradley, the old Lutonian,—
proved very effective. The twe backs kicked
well, and Evans was safe, even brilliant at,
times, in goal.

|

|

| The Luton forwards never really got to-
| vesher, and the real weakness was at cent.e-
forward. Stephenson was quite unable t¢ dis-
tribute his passes judiciously, and he hardly
once troubl>d the goalkeeper. 'The other for-
wards played a gooa game, particulgrly Stans-
field, and it is pleasing to record that Brown
seems to have recovered his form. Bushell was
less effective than usual at centre-half, and he
allcwed the visiting centre-forwiard to bave too
much rope. Bob Hawkes was about tie best
of the LLuton players, though even he spoiled a
good display by giving a go.l away, and Fred
Hawkes was as sound as he generally is. Potts
was the better of the backs, for it was due1n a,
:La.rge measure to Wightman’s unsteadiness at
times that Alden was able to do sc much
damage. Naisby*had not much chance with.
the shots that scored, but he bus certainly
played better than he did or. Saturday.
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Tun, but his pass was wasted by Alden, and
Evans’ charge was tnen fairly bombarded
I\ioo:dy » 11 particular having hard luck in not
scoring.  To show how Luton had the game in
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In aorder to avoid clas hmg with the roval blue

of the visitors, Luton donned their “claret, ;

Jerseys, and, Bob Paving won the toss, set
Coventry to play against a slight -breeze. The
weather was ideal for football, and the qrb-un'l
was hard and firm. Luton opened strougly but
for a few minutes, Evans had little to d:) aS
most of the shots went wide. At the 'oﬂh;r
end, Potts cleared well from Brown Ernie
Brown and Wa,lkel_ﬂ then transferred (;pera*tions
by some good passing, but Walker's contre. was
taken by the goalkeeper, who had rushed . oun
before the other forwards could get to it. Occa-
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sionally the Coventry left wing would put ‘m |

some good work, bur, on the whole Luton did
most of she p-réssing, in Spite of their half-

try centre-forward once tricked Wightman only

to blaze the ball over the bar, whilp at.the

other end, the visitors’ goal had a wonderful
escape. . Walker received the ball close in, and

shot for goal. Just as the sphere was. passing |

over the line, Evans fell at full length and
pushed it away. Brown rushed up. but his
shot hit the post, from which, the leather went

| behind.

Brown, of Coventry, made ground with g fine

their own hands, it may be mentioned that it
wag mot until twenty-five minutes from the
kick-oft that Naisby was called upcn to handle.
A slight injury to Bradley caused a little
delay, and Barnacle, the Coventry back, had to
be cautioned for some irregularity. Mbody had
a fine opportunity soon aftarwards, but he shot
over from ridiculously close range. Play now
became somewhat tame, but, at last Luton came-

agalin, and after a corner. had been ClEﬁI‘Ed, |

Yates handled in the penalty area. Bob solved

the difficulty as to whom to trust the respon- |

sibility by taking the kick himself and without
wasting a moment he set the bail and blazed it
past the goalkeeper. This woke matters up,
amd Walker cent in a grand shot, buti half-time
came soon afterwards with Luton deservedly
leading by the only goal.

The second half saw a complete change come
over the game. Quite eariy Wightman mis-
Eicked and let in Alden, who  was going
strongly for goal, when Potts dashed up and
eleared. Offside agsinst Moody gave Coventry

another opportunity to make ground, and

Wightman wag hurt, but he resumed after
recelving attemtion from the trainer. The
Ccventry right wing was twice pulled up tor
offside, but at last, a good run by Alden en-
abled Brown to equalise for Coventry. Both

| teams now made desperate efforts to obtain the

fead, but the Luton forwards were well held by
the bustling Coventry halves, and they could
nos get within shooting distance of Evans.

Stansfiel1 got in a grand centre, but both
Moody and Stenhenson missed the ball and
Walker was dispossessed bafore he could shoot.

| Coventry then broke away again, and Parkes
| scored their second goal. The visitors now be-

came irresistible, and with the Lunton defence
cracking up, shey looked like gaining a run-
away victory. Alden put across a lovely
centre, and Brown easilv found the net. Luton
retaliated, but were driven back, after failling
to score from two corners, and close on time,
Alden broke through, and passed to Farkes,
who beat Naisby with an oblique ground shot.
The spectators had given up urging Luton on,
and had commenced to cheer the Visi'w}"s, Alden
especially coming ir. for congratulations. At
last, Brown centred across to Moody, who was
able to beat Evans, and thus lessen the deleat.
Time came almost immediately afterwards with

d | the score:—

2k
Y!

|’ﬂ

COVENTRY 4, LUTON 2.
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| backs kicking too hard at times. The Coven- !

e . e P il = L_. F F -

Frs o PR T8\ 4 (. M b AR o el He wnd. Bl L o8 ey 1T A cndke bl

I R T . ]



	Coventry H1
	Coventry H2

