- WITH LUTON TOWN IN THE
SOUTHERN LEAGUE.

Blues’ Flrst Win,
SHEPHERD SGORES THE ONLY GOAL
Naisby Sa.ves & Penalty 5

The rvesult at Blentfmd on Ha,tulday doubtless
was a big surprise to the majority of the football
world, but the Luton players themsalves had cer-
tainly not given up hope of a win' at Brentford.

< They realised the results up-to-date were far from
what had been expected, but at the same time
it was the universal opinion ih the team that bad
Iuck had done a great deal to bring about the club's
lowly position, and that such misforiune could not
always dog their progress. It is true that on
paper Luton were represented by the weakest side
of the present season, but this possibly inspired
the players rather than the veverse. As is well-
known, the Directors decided to give Shepherd the
centre position in preference to Stephenson, who so

- far this season has failed to find his shooting boots,
“and this alteration undoubtedly met with appq‘ovd
Lashbrooke was the obvious substitute for Moody,
_but a last minute change on account of W Lghtman
oot makmg the progress expected after his injury
‘the previous Saturday was a more difficult prob-
“dem. It was not until Friday that it was known
- Wightman would be unable to play, and the mierits
~ of Smith and Ashton to fill the vacancy were a
- mouch debated point among those who were aware
of the circumstances. Ultimately it was decided

- Ashton playing either the amateur or Potts would
ve be'an oompelled to 91ay on his wrong wing.

‘mmfer of Reid was losked upon asmong 8 sechion

of their supperbers as a weakening of the team.
s S@;ﬂ Eouse had qui‘e come np to expectations the|

: us week, and the official view was the side
' :would not suﬂ'er. It was a comparatively small
* erowd, considering the way the Bees had been
’*ﬂwlaymg, for a win on Baturday gave them an out-
> of figuring as League leaders, but it is
med the sudden change in the weather had
influence in keeping down Fhé attendance.
Far the first time this season the wind was an
important factor in the game, although it did not
appear to help one side quite so ouch as was ex-
pected, for it blew diagonally across the field. Still,
if any advantage was to be gained Breniford had
ib, ‘for they won the toss, and it was oertainly a
Bit more diffic.1t to get the ball away from the
Luton goal wkon the backs tried a big kick than

was thb case at the opposite end of the field.
*

The teams were const)tutvd a8 uuder:—- :
Luton:—Naisby ; Smith and Potts; F. Hawkes(

Bushell and R. Hawkes; Brown, \Nalkel, Shep-

berd, Lashbrooke, and Stansfield.
p B‘renbf’ovd —Ling; Rhbodes and Cleverly; Rich-

ards, Hamilton, and Hicklefon; Brawn, vaba,ld
ﬁom, Hendren and Anderson.

to give Smith his chance, for, of course, with

,aatfar&, on thp Db Zmnd were able to niace,f
t what they cousider their strongest side . for,
first time this season, although, of conrse, the

¥ lekes, Bu‘mmgham,
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: increase thenr iead, especially when Richards |
badly, but Ling dashed ouf am:l cleared

th a long lick in‘o touch. The. sh-ong wind
‘was causing the ball to play some curious pranks,
-and both goals were often in accidental dange
from this cause. Both goalkeepers were compelled
be on the alert. - Naishy must be congmtulatad
smarb’ save from Hendren, who drove in’

; Hands were awarded
b teams with great frequency, but seve-
imes it ‘appeared the players were qguite Sur-

prised.. The wind was the teal: cause, for it was
quite impossible at times to judge the flight of
the ball. Rouse got clear and looked a likely
smer but’ Walker came. to the rescue of the
¢ I«uton goal in a most unexpected manner, and
> Rouse eventua,lly put the ba.ll for a goal kick.

~ Bob Hawkes was badly “kneed" on he mumcle.
‘of the thigh, and limped painfully for a minute
‘or, two, and finally went off for attention, but
‘was not away many minutes, Lashbrooke falling
‘behind while Bob was absent. Fortunately the
'ﬂom«a attack was not so ‘ worrying durmg this
shge, “afid the Lu‘on defence were ‘not at all
ha!ﬂly. pressed, although naturally the absence of
‘2 forward when Lufon were attacking was a hg
‘handicap. Just after Bob veturned Hamilton sent
‘in "3 grand drive, which Naisby did well to keep
‘out, and at the opposite goal Brown put in a
teally good attempt low down, which gave Ling
- ‘g bit of trouble to get away. Brown had another
long shot following a free kick to Laton, but again
ng saved, and at half-time e m stood:— -
Luben L Breﬂd L

_Evidently the home forwards had made up their
minds to alter the state of affairs on the restart,
and a determined effort was made to equalise the
scores almost immediately. Sibba.ld, who secured
‘the ball from the opposite wing, attempted  to
bring, off a surprise after rounding a couple. of
Luboma.ns, but he was forced wide o get elear,
and his shot only resulted in a goal kick. Again

. Bibbald was noticed to be making tracks towards
goal,  but Naisby dashing out saved finely. It
was just after this that the first corner of. the
match came along, and the award was in favour
of the Bees; but the ball went behind. Most of
the attacking was, however, being done 2t the
_Tmton ‘goal, ‘and Potis made.a grand elearance
from & sudden onslanght by Rouse. . The game was

stopped for a minute or so when Bushell got a

. nasty kick right on the kaece; but after Lawson
had exerted his powers, Billy was able to tesume,
and the effect seemed to gradually wear of. Any
way it did ‘ot materially aﬁect his play.

i Towzmis the ﬁmsh Luton luﬂ themselves out o
votain «the 1éad ab any cost, a5d the ball was
often out of play. About ten minutes
‘final typ ball was punted:tow
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|from the right wing, and.Naishy, watching its|

| flight, purposely held the man off, with the inten.|
{tion of claiming a goal kick. 'But the veferee
awarded a corner kick, which Naisby strongty
protested against. It was no use, however, and a
corner kick was taken., . The ball was cleared.
from this, although the strong defence set up by
Luton seemed quite capable of preventing any
scove, vgheu all at once the referee blew his whistle
and pointed to the penalty spot. It is true the
ball ran up Potts’ arm just inside the penalty area,
but there was not the slightest sign of handling,
and it would have been tervible luck if this award
had weant losing a point. Cleverly was entrusted
with the taking of this, but Naisby succeeded in
catching the ball, and easily cleared.
% * #* ;
. This proved the final exciling incident of a hard
game, unless a very good attempt from Brown,
who trjed a long drive, can be put ‘down as such,
but “Ernie’s” elevation was too high, and no fur-
ther scoring taking place the whistle went with
the same score as at the interval— |
Luton 1, Brentford 0. > 3

COMMENTS ON THE PLAY AND PLAYERS:

No win could have been more welcome, and the
Luton players were naturally delighted at the
change of fortune, for they have more than once
this. season. deserved victory, only to Have their
good work nullified by sheer bad luck. Naishy did
all that was asked of him in fine style, and brought
off three or four really fine saves. Smith also
did really well. Although, it is true, he made a
few slips, none were of a serious character. He
used his weight without being at all dirty, and
the home left wing had a wholesome respect for
his attentions. In kicking he quite equailed Polts,
| although, of course, the regular player’s experi-
ence in tackling at times helped to keep the field
clear fior his partner.

#* *® *

Bob Hawkes used splendid judgment in getting
tire ball well across ths field in the first half, when
the wind made this very difficult. As a matter of
| fact, Brown got several good openings from these
| tactics, for if the ball was allowed to stay on the
stand side it was almost certain to go into touch,
 and Bob-exerted all hig emergy to keép it in play.
When the teams thanged over and Lulon were
olding: the lead, of-course it was not so necessary
boskeap the ball inside the line, and the horoe left
wing did noet use the same judgment as the Luton
As 3 conseguence ‘the ball was cantinu-'
ally splay, abpd 4his somewhat dvritated the
"spectators in the enclosure. Bushell had a rather
| persistent customer to tackle in Rouse, but he stuck
to himt finely, -and did not allow him many chances
tto get clear. Fred Hawkes also contributed his
share towards the victory by keeping the home
left wing in check, Anderson being in consequence
voted below form. |

* * *

Without being brilliant the Luton front line
played good football, Shepherd keeping his wings
together very well, while, if for nothing else than
his brilliant goal,' his inclusion was fully justified.
Brown did not get quite so much help from Wal-
ker as usual, Bobby being somewhat of a half-
back at timés. Still the Luton right-winger; when
playing with the wind behind his centres, made
many ceutres, and was unlucky not to score on
his own at least twice. Lashbrooke played his
usual quiet game, but got very few chances to
shoot. Stiil, he had a hand in the only goal as
'described above, besides giving Stansfield some
nice passes, which Harold made good use of.
gl 1 ® -

Brentford " spectators were inclined to censure
their forwards for making such poor use of their
chances, and many were the regrets that Reid
was allowed to go. Still Rouse did his best, and
was their most dangerous forward. Anderson,
who appears to be a great favourite, made a sad
mess of what few opportunities he got, while
Brawn attempted too much at times, and played a
rather selfish game. The Bees' defence, as usual
with them, was pretty sfrong. In physique they
could give the Lutonians several inches, and this
naturally helped them when the ball was in the
aire o 1
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