In the Southern League.
BLUES FAIL TO BREAK THE
RANGERS’ RECORD,

A Brilliant First Half yields No Goals.

When Luton visited Brentford a fortnight sinee,
wery féw of thelr supporters took the tréuble to
maks the journey, but the recent victories have
camsed @, tremendous alberation in this respect,
and the excursion trains on Saturday were liter-
wmlly packed with Lutonians who were om ‘their
way to Park Royal, No changs was necessary in
$he constitution of the side which opposed Queen’s
Park Rangens, and the fine yecord set up by the
gpresent League leaders did not deter many Tarbon~
fams from expectalbions of a draw at least. The
Rangerg had out their strongesi available team,
#or Fidler and Butierworth are not likely to turn
oib for a week or so, but Ovens and Whyman,
who were in their places the previous week, quite
Fulfilled expectations, and it was given out that
§he side was not weakened in any way. There-
fore, the only change from the previous week was
ihe substitution of . V. Thornton in place of
Browning, the home officials congidering this o be
am improvement, the amateur being left out
against Breutford through illness.
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The outlook on arrival in toewn was not too

promising, as there were unmistakable signs of

fog, and there were some misgivings as 0
whether the match would be played. On the
§ourney down from Paddington, many expressed
_goubts as to whether it would be possible for the
game to finish, but on arrival at Park Royal the
wonditions were found to be more favourable,
sithough it was decided to bring forward the
Kkick-off by five minoutes, as it was richtly con-
@lnded the light would fail towards the finigh.
As a matter of faet, the final quarter of an hour
w2s played in a very bad light, and from ihe
stand it was a bit diffieult o follow the play

e

wrhen it ook place on the far side of the feld.
Still, with all these drawbdcks, the crowd was
eshimated to.be-about 14,000, and most of these
wompelled, by the out-of-thesway situation of. the
ground, o' travél by train, which means a tax ou
#he pockets wof prictically everyone who follow
iy Green and Whites,
*
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y'.l‘he teams turned out as helow:—

Faton —Nashy; Wightman and Potts; F.
Mawkes, Busiell and R. Hawkes; Brown, Walker;
Shepherd, Moody, and Stansfield. ‘
" @Queens Park Ramgers.—Shaw; Maedonald and
Ovens; Whyman, Mitchell, and Wake; A R.
Bmith, BRevill, McKie, H. V. Thoraton, and
Barnes, :

Referes,—Mr, A. Green,” West Bromswich,
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- Xuton started off with & rush, and Shaw was
‘%ipb busy with several hot atbacks on the home
goal, Indeed, the way the Luton forwards mona- |
polised (he play was & regular eye-openmer to
#hp local gpectators, who had not bargained for 1
saxch @ bombardment, The first attack came from
Stansfield, who put across a beautiful centre,
only to gee Shaw punch the ball away. I}; 'Waw}
FPromptly refurned into the goal mouth by Wallker,
@nd: Shaw brought off a clever save just under
fhe bar, Bub tho most daring save of the match 1‘
wame « couple of minutes later, when Shepherd, |
eplendidly placed, looked “all ovar a scorer, »buti
Bhaw, taking o big risk of injury, literally t.hrewl
himgel a4 Shopherd’s foob when the Lubon cenfre
wae toling aim, and thus ﬂmﬂtlhe.ned_1:\hef shot
Foctnall The - home goalie came in for a
xegueuod of );'pplau:c», but for the moment: conld noﬁ
spprecigte the enthusinsm, fs b was seen the had
Burt himsolf, and the game was stopped for @
wouple of miniites while he roceived the atbention

oF bis trainer.
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“but, naturglly, thie cau?g not lpst, ea,:fﬁmtnh:ﬁme
,. MWMS made a diversion through the @g:ency of
5 nes, who got away on the left, and, dvopping
Athe ball inte the centre, mave Thornton = ffie
_©hance Yo open b scove. The. inside left got
his heall “to the ball weely, ‘bt ‘Naishy 'canght
’it 88 1 was' entoring. the top corner of e goal,
Mﬂetmed Jnsthe nick of Hime, . Tha play was
‘most exciting at this stage, althongh o goalg
vame. Nother set of defenders were kept long
manenployed. Walker, in ‘particular, was a big
trouble to Wake and Ovens, and 'he had very
hund lines in not’ converting after a ‘desperate
®encounter with ithe two players mentioned, but he
was compelled to take his shot’ before he had
Tecovered hig equilibnium after coming into con-
l»ag_:t wrblg the back. : Brown got throueh in
‘style, with the result that Moody canght the
“Ball on his head, but placed it a trific wide, with
B hard attempt tio direct it by Shaw.  Omce
~Wxghbma,n let in Thormton, and matters tooked
mminour, but Potts managed to clear the danger
when the roferee called a half, Wightman thaving
fouled one of the home players just culside the
ponalty area. Mitehell made a berrific drive ab
goal with the place Wiok, but his aim was b
fanlt, and the hall itmdi the outside of the met,

Orle 'of the finesh attempts of the firet’ héx,’x‘f}?
<ame from F. Hawkes, who let drive with a,
groiind attempt, the ball scarcely rising’ at-all,
but Bhaw threw himself at it, and turned it roumd
dhe ipost for & corner, thus bringing down ths
applause of his admirers once more, TLaton had:
£ or: three cornerg ‘hepeabouts, but mnone of
dhem could be turned to advamtage A bregk-
Bway by the Rangers’ left wing veshifted in the
~ball being sent right across the goal, -and Naishy
wather weakly punched the ball to Smith, who
was stending, quite clear, a few vards out. Tt
~seemed the easiest of openings, bub evidently the
“Bapgers’ winger was taken by surprise, and he
#amely put the ball by for a goal kick. At the
opposite end, Rhaw was equally gs fortunate when
he ran out almost to the carner flag . without
‘gathering the ball, which wis returned into the
wewfre of the feld. T ;' who ‘made an
wibempt to improve wpon the slip, failed to control
“Hhe ball sufficiently to get in is shot hofore Shaw
scould get back, and the chance sEpped away,
Hhe interval coming with the score:—

" "Rengers 0, Imton 0.
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T}w se:oond. half opeued with a regular ‘bovnf1
- bardment of the same goal as the fivst half, but, 1

. oourse, this time Naisby was the  defending |
tly, and after thres minutes hig ohrze fell. ]

ushed the ' hall “through to Revill, wiho
drove it thvough with 5 fine shob,  This suceess
secmed 1o inspire the Raungets, and Luton never
tterwards took, the same sharc of the exchanges.

is ‘frue’ durh remainder of the game they

“mhade abtempls Yo redeem the eifustion, bub most
jof the eusbuined efforts came from the Rangers.
Bushell, in heading away a hot shot from the left,
urt bimself, and it took 'some minutes for him
1o recover himself at all. while it was patent he
was not up to the task of holding McKie and |
Lo. in subjeciion in the same manner a§ in the
first half for quite twenty minubes. As a matter
of fact, it was only in: the last few minubes he|
wag himself again, o
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. The result was setfled after twenty minufes’
play inithe second half, when McKie neatly headed
@ centre from Berves through, and thus pub
the Rangers two goals ahead ILuton wers not
playing with anything like the vim of the firsb
half, mnd their only chanes of glory appeared. to 1\
zest on their chance of being the firgh side to.
score 5, goal at Park Royal against the Rangers,
for the miost optimistic Tutonian present could not
imagine them geti'ne sufficient goals to win the
match. The 1un of the game went in favour of |
e home side, bub, still, there were several
#imeg when it appeared as though Luton had a
chance. Shepherd had hard lines with a fine
individnal burst right through the mddle, but |
Bhaw Imocked down kg first attempt, and he
“would mot guite get contrel from' the rebound. |
As previously mentioned, the light was now very
Ged, and it was just ag well for the repubation
wf either set of defenders that no real teasers
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: wundmg with - the result:—
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COMMENT ON THE PLAY AND PLAYERS.

At was universally conceded by the Rangers
officialg that Luton were wvery unlucky in not
getting a goal for all their work in the first half,
and, paturally, & little encouragement of this

nature might have made all the difference in the
actual result. At the close of the game the home

Directors firankly admitted their tea‘m had mever

| previously this season been 'so bhard pressed to
earn the pof nis. :

% * *

No’ewit;h,standing the fiact that no goals resulted,
it must be stated that in no game this season
have Luton played such fine football as they did
in the first half on Saturday. Indeed, it was one
of the finest f‘frﬂy-ﬁve minubes it has been the
loi of the writcr to witnegs. Both teams were
at full streteh the whole time, and although, un-

| dountedly, ULuton had the greater number of
/ &ppcrﬁﬂmﬁms Aihe Rangers’ defence deserve every

prame for maintaining a clean sheet.
* 3* *

Na'sby could not be blamed fvor the two goals
iz the second half, but the Luton backs were

scarcely so .eliable in the gecond stage as they
were previously. Suill, the pressure put upon
them was very haa;vy, Posdbly, Potts was tb-
wafer of the two, Wightman making one or two
bad slips. In the ﬁmt half, the work of the Luton
halveg was brilliant in the extreme, and they give -
great assistance to their forwards, bub, s was

| the case with the backs, they Wem a hs‘?.t over-

worked in the wvwludmw stages, and gould not
render the same help, and the attack suffered in
oonsequence. In the first half, no forward line

coubd have played finer football up to the point:

of mot ecoring.  Walker was the star artiste,
witle Shepherd: openad out the game in good

abyle ?
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Shaw was the most prominent figure on the
Rangers’ side, and his daring was magnificent.
He did more towanrds winning ‘the points than the
‘score would sesm to mdmm‘e for a break-up of
the ‘home defence would pmba’blv have had serious

uwences, and many times it was only Shaw
ﬁmﬁ sbtmd befwaen the Rangers and a big defeat.
The "Ramgefm gt the presemt fme, horwehrax
poem & ﬂnaly ‘balanced team, vami hhe t.hme
‘hplves have not a little to do with their success.

Wa,ke in the seeomnd half being seen  to greatt

lantage, while Mitehell ‘was ummmg in his efforts
&H through. Revill is @ great acquisition, and
proved the Rangers’ most effective forward, while
our old friend Rlly Barnes is still a powerfil

and Was inore effeotive t:hm hw col-
ite wing.
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