- Southern League.

MILLWALL v. LUTON,

Played at New Cross on Saturday. Result :—

mbons Sorasis e e e 1 goal.
Mallwalles s, o i 5031.

The teams turned out as under :—

Luton® — Naishy; Wightman and Potts; F.
Hawkes, Bushell, and R. Hawkes; Brown, Shep-
herd, Stephenson, Moody, and Stansfield. :

Millwall—Shaw; Kirkwood and Jeffery; Frost,
Borthwick, and Liddle; Morris, Carvossa, Vincent,
Quinn, and Lipsham.
~ Referee, Mr. T, Kirkham (Burslem).

Everyone recognised that Luton were faced with
a big task at New Cross on Saturday, for the
recent jorm of Millwall hag been- very convincing,
and there was the further fact that our old centre-
forward, Smith, aithough now quito fit, cannot
find a place in the team. Ne¢t many clubs can
afford to leave out a centre-forward of his ability,
and certainly Millwall are lucky to that extent.
They have several new players in the side this

- season, but curiously, the chist improvement ap-
pears to be among the piayers who wers on their
list bsfore last April. The newcomers include an
amateur goalkeeper in Shaw, who works on the
ground during the week. PBut methinks this is
only a temporary arrangement, until such time as
the C(llab cam sign him 28 a professicnal, as
he. bsing an ex-soldier, cannot become a paid
player until twelve months has expired from his
release. The only actual fresh forward this geason
playing on Saturday was Carvossa, who until last
April was an amateur playing with South Weald,
an Xssex club, while among the halves Borthwick
and Liddle were fresh faces for Luton.

‘The crowd on Saturday would number about
12,000—a big faliing oif from the previcus week,
when it is roported over 30,000 were present. But
then that was the match of the day for Londoners,
and such gates as that of last Saturday were by
no means common at the East Ferry-road ground.
There was a fair sprinkling of Lutonians at the
mateh; althowgh not so many as at Park Royal
a fortnight since.

Miliwall went off with a rush at the start, and
tho Luton defence was preitty busy for the first
four or five minutes. Then Luton’s attack had a
look-in, and Brown so hampersd Jeffrey that a
corner was forced, and before this was cleared F.
Fawkes had placed his side a goal up. It was a
really fine shot, especially coming from “ Freddy,”
for he nipped in grandly, and finding himself un-
marked, althcagh between him and the goal there
was quite a crowd of players, he tock deliberate
aim with a lew drive which Shaw could not pos-
gibly ‘get at This goal naturally 1nsp1r<->‘d~t-he
Lutonians, and they stood up against the Miliwall
onslanghts in such a manner that for guite a long
period it seemed likely Luton wouid repeat last
season’s success, for, of course, the Luton forwards
ware by no means idle, and both Brown and Stans-|
fiold wero continually dropping across seme fine
centres. |

One promising movement was started by Shep-
herd transferring on the run {o Stephenson, _zde
tho latter, with a fine pass out to his left wing,
ran forward to receive the centre, but St;msﬁelaj
took the ball into touch and the opporbunily was
lost. At the oppodite end of the field Naisby was
rather lucky in meeting a sharp return from Quinn,
the ball coming direct to hand from Quinn’s shot.
Potts came in for a word of advice from the referee
aftor howling Morris over, but tho chargé appoared
quite a fair one, although the Millwail player was
injured, and this caused the crowd to hoot rather
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Luton were fully holding their own, and twice
Stansfield forced corners. Shaw had considerable
trouble in clearing cne of theoe, the ball dropping
almost under the bar, and a simple touch must
have meant a goal, but the home custodian just
mantaged to pnnch the ball over the Luton players’
heads. Lipsham contrived to wriggle clear on one
occasion, and put in a fine centre, which Naisby
cleverly fielded, and was rather roughly charged
immediately after getting the ball away, for which
offence the referee awarded a free kick. A miskick
by Potts looked bad for a moment, but he re-
covered and sent into touch from Vincent’s pass
out to the wing. A minunte later Lipsham had a
fine opening from a long pass from the opposile
side of the field, but he simply sent the ball
straight in front for a goal kick. Again, when
Wightman missad the ball altozether, the Luton
lead was endangered, but Naisby dashed out and
clearcd easily.

Bob Hawkes seized on a chance in midfield, and
taking aim somewhers near the 18 yards’ line,
sent in a terrific drive which must have scored if
the elevation had been stightly lower; as it was
it just shaved the crosshar on the wrong side.
‘Hie was brought down rather heavily just as he
had kicked the ball, and limped badly for a few
minutes, but soon got over this, and took a promi-
nent part in the game fo the ond

Twice during the gams we had a diversion
cavsed by dogs coming on the fisld of play.
Naisby managed. to collar the first without much
troubls, but on the second occasion the game was |
stopped for a minute or so, and chase was given
by a number of players, Moody eventnally succeed- |
ing in caiching the unwelcomse visitor and carry-
ing it to the femce. A throw-in within a coupis
of yards of the corner flag by Quinn led up to 2
good opening, but Frost, when directly in fromt,
kicked weakly. and this was about the last chance
Millwall had before the interval.
~ Millwall started strongly on chango of ends, and
afler one or two misses were able to equalise inside
four minutes of the restart. Lipsham dropped
tho ball right across the goal, and it was a racs
between Naisby and Morris as to who should get
it first. As a matter of fact, peither player could
get control, and it rolled just wide for Carvoosa
t5 nip in and with a rising shot equalise the score,
Naisby not baving time to recover his position
under  the bar. From now to the finish the game
was a fieht between the home attack and the
Luton defonce, and athongh Wightman and Potis
were many times hardly pressed, they maintained
a stubborn front and managed to keep out any
further goals. Of course Luton made several at-
tacks on their own, and one shot from Moody cer-
tainly deserved to score, but as a rule they were
defending two-thirds o! the time.

Hard knocks were rather too freguent to make
matters pleasant, and for quite a considerable spell
each side was reduced to ten players, aithough
not at the samo time. The players who were com-

alled to leave the fiocld were Moody, Potts, and
gincent; The Millwall centre was the first to go,




being led off the field after some attention. Almost
as soon as he came back, Moody went off with a
nasty cut on the head. e also fell on his hand |
during the game, and suffered a deal of pain. An
éxamination after the match czaused a suspicion
of a broken bone, although at the moment this is
not confirmed, but the injured member was to be
put under the X rays on Tuesday, and the result
iiﬂée probably be feund in another part of this
sue.

‘P(}tt,s’ accident came in the closing minutes, and
aithough at first it was feared a sericus injury to
his ribs had been sustained, later information was
that it was not so, and with a short rest he will
be able to play against the Palace. Brown also
got in the wars quite early in the second kalf, but
he did not leave the field. Therefore, under all the
circumstances, Luton must bo congratulated upon
earning a valuable point where many considered
they were in for a heavy defeat.

Altlhiough in the London Press most praise is

iven to Naisby for his brilliance, it is scarcely
air to the other mombers of the team, who fought
their hardest {0 maintain the advantage gained
by Fred Hawkes’ clever goal early in the game.
Both backs have kicked cleaner, but never did
they put more energy into their tackling, while the
middle line were always on top of the dangerouns
inside trio of forwards on recent form. It was not
expected the changes forward would make for
greater combination, but they played Miilwall at
their own game, and the match was very fast
thronghout. A L

Swindon and Northampion were the only visit
ing teams in the Southern Laa%uo to win on Satur
day, the Railwaymen beating Exetor by 4 goals to
1, and Northampton succeeding at New Brompton
by 3 goals to 1. Brighlon drew at Watford (3—3),
Bristol Rovers at Brentford (2—2), and Stoke at
Reading (1-1)). The other results were —Queon’s
Park Rangers, 4; West Ham, 1; Plymouth 4,
Coyentry 1; Cl;ystal Palaco 6, Norwich 0; South-
amnpton 3. Levion 2. ! :
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