LUTON TOWN’S CURIOUS FORM
iN THE SOUTHERN LEAGUE.

- Fred Hawkes Scores a Fine Goal,

Lﬁ;ozi Players Gomphin of “ Barracking” by
__Home Bpectators. =

In recent years Luton have invariably put up
good performances when visiting Miliwall, and on
Saturday, notwithstanding the fact that Walker
was unable to turn out, history repeated itself.
The poor show of the previous Saturday had pre-
pared the local public for changes in the composi-
tion of the side, but if Walker had been able to
‘fake the field the only alteration would have been
* that Stephenson was preferred to Shepherd at cen-
tre forward, “I the directors had listened to all
_ the suggestions made by the local eritics the only
line in which no change took place would have been
in goal, but although the performances of the side
at Luton have been very disappointing up te date,
the away form has not been of such a character
that wholesale changes are considered neocessary.
Shepherd was given & trial in Walker's position,
although many supporters quite expected Lash-
Brooke would get another run, but unfortunately
ke is considered purely a left wing player.
- Millwall this season have béen going prebiy
‘strong, and even with a full side out it was evi-
dent Luton were faced with a big task, if last
y6ar’s sucecss was to be repeated. The ¢ Dockers”
were able to field their full strength, for although
 Wilson and Jack Smith were both fit to play
neither were called upon, Borthwick and Vincent
getting the preference. ILuton's old centre forward
‘80 far has not turned out since his breakdown atb
Reading, even for the Reserves, who are running
strong in the Kent League. and he was present ab
the Den on Saturday to greet his' old comrades.
The atiendance was bigger than when Lubon first
visited the ncow home of the Dockers last seasomn,
but . of course did nob reach the semsational figures
of the previous week. Still thers must have been
at least 12,000 just after the start, the big banks
on the popular side being well filled. :
The teams lined up as under :—
Tuton,—Naisby; Wightman ~and Potts; F.
Hawkes, Bushell, and R. Hawkes; Brown,
Shepherd, Stephenson, Moody, and Stansfield.
Millwall.—Shaw ; Kirkwood and Jefirey; Trost..
‘Borthwick and Liddle; Morris, Carvossa incent,
Quinz, and Lipsham. B L
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ferce: Mr. T. Kirkhom, Burslem.

he game opened in Millwall’s favour, Morrms

éaidm% just over the bar in the first minute, Again
- Vincent,

! ;

who had worked over to the right put|
across a fine centre, but Quinn failed to reach it
_with his head, and Lipsham returned it into the
" centre, bub the best use was not made of the oppot-
funity. - Luton then got down, Shepherd being
fouled near the touch line, and from the resulting
free kick Brown forced a corner kick. This was
never cleared; for after two or three players had
‘touched the ball without anyone doing any real
good with 1t. Fred Hawkes dashed iunto the centre
off the field, and with a nice drive sent through
a crowd of players into the net, the bhall never
rising more than a foot or so from the ground.
The game had not been started more than five
minutes, and the Lutonians on the stand made
quite a respectable noise in appreciation, although
they were scarcely as numerous as at Park Royal
a fortnight ago. . ) o -
‘Quinn came very near equalising a couple of
minutes later, when Naisby could only just manage
to touch the ball away two or three yards from
a centre from the wing. Tommy promptly returned
it into the goal, but did not take proper aim, and
the Luton goalkeeper got his hands to the shot
rather luckily. Morris at this stage was giving
Bob Hawkes a lot of trouble to hold, and he pretty
frequently got clear. Potts, therefore, came in
for a round of hooting, when he brought the Mi!L}
- wall winger down rafher heavily when Morris was
making a bee line for goal. The game was stopped
for a couple of minutes, but Morris did not 1eav~el
the field. The referee apparently cautioned Potts, |
and the. spectators called for his removal. Saammy]
Frost tried a long hard drive which oaly just failed
to find the target, and for some minutes play went
in favour of Millwall. o’ |
- Lipsham made a big blunder when the balli
dropped . clean across from the opposite wing, but
as 4 rule the Lmton backs managed to effectua}ly!
block the way at the critical moment. Only Naisby
stood in the breach, however, when a hard kick by
Bushell cannoned on to Borthwick, and he sent
Vincent. through with a clear opening. The ball
- was turned.  over to the right wing, and the three.
Millwall inside forwards closed in upon the goal
in a threatening manner, only to find Naisby just
a shade too quick for them. : S
- The referce was pretty keen on fouls against
Lutor}, and Bushell was quite indignant on one
occasion. with -the official ruling. Luton almost in-
creased their lead; when Shaw came out to meet
a .l‘ffté:-W}n'g a,tt&?k:g Moody being just the merest
second too late in his attempt to head the ball
over the Millwall goalkeeper’s head, - while Jan-
,}:%? v:gffc; Bﬁbéﬂayvkeg. sent, in a magnificent pot
b il Tt stho crassbis fak. i welit
el promptly bowled over for his piins

by Jeffery, and bumpﬁd rather badl Lot vy B
- munates.  Stansfield landed the ball on to the ;W};




| of ‘the bar from a sorew shot, almost, off the. goal
“line ‘within a few yaras of the gorner faz, but it}
rolled ‘the wrong side iustead of dropping in front

when it would almost certainly have hsen turned
through, for the Luton forwards were well up.
On the whole Luton fally deserved their icad at
the interval, and with the least shade of luck
might have stood even'better than the actual score
which read:— - :
Lauton, 1; Millwall, 0.

The equalising goal was not long in coming after
the change 'of ends, and Lipsham’s work led up
4 to it. With the ball coming right across the goal
Naisby had'to come out to prevemt Morris having
a clear shot at poal. Both players met with the
ball between them, and it rolled Just out of Naighy's
reach, and Carvossa coming p at the same moment
netbed with a rising shob.” which hit the top of
the net just imside the bar. It was now a ficht
for the lead, and the Luton defenders were hard-
pressed at times to-hold the aggressive Miliwall
attack at bay. Hard knocks became pretiy fre-
quent, both teams suffering in turn. Vincent got
into the wars in an encounter with Fred Hawkes,
and was eventually fed off the field, but he was
not away for more than five minutes. Brown was!
the next victim of the inecreased’ vigour imported
into the game, and play had to be stopped for}
Lawson’s attention, but Ernie did not leave the
field. |

Although possibly Millwall were having a trifle
more of the exchanges, it was mot until Moody
went off injured that they really pressed continu-
ously for any lengthened period. Moody was away
quite a quarter of an hour, and when he came
back it was poticed he had a long strip of stick-
ing plaster decorating his head, and in addition
 his hand was giving him considerable pain. When
Bert returned he made matters a bit easier for
the Luton defenders, and indeed almest won the
game with a delightful attemapt which beat Shaw
to the world, only for the ball to pass just a foot
or so wide of the vpright.

Three minutes from time Potts was brough? down
badiy just inside the Luton pemalty area, and was
» carried off the field in a state of collapse. He
received prompt medical attention, and it was
thought at one time he had broken a rib, but
fortunately it was not quite so bad as that, the

injury being just a trifle lower. From now to
the final whistle we had the unusual spectacls of
Stansfield at left back, but fortunately the goal
was maintained intact fo the emnd, the final score
standing:— : :

N Luton, 1; Millwall, 1.
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COMMENT ON THE PLAY AND PLAYERS.

Not for the first time this season have Luton
put up a fine performance away from home after
a rather inglorious display in the previous home
match. The players themselves consider they have
a reason for this in the fact that the spectators
at home ‘have recently indulged far too freely in
the habit of ‘‘barracking” the slightest slip by an
unfortunate player, and do not give the same en-
couragement that most teams receive even when
matters are going a bit wrong. As some evidence
ofi this fecling, oume of the Norwich City players
remarked after the last match at Luton that he
should ‘not want to play every fortnight before
such “supporters.” Anyhow the fact remains that
in no match away this season have Luton been
absolutely overplayed, and as a matter of fact an
actual majority of points have been obtained away
from Lauton, which is certainly not the usual order
of thines. B LS R W g
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