| LUTON FOOTBALL NOTES.||
‘ ; . By f‘ The Goalic.”

W SOUTHoxy» AGUE.

s| * A TALE OF TWO PENALTIES.

n ANOTHER HOME DEFEAT.
Y | L ' '
n  When is Luton’s luck going to turn? This is
the question that is exercising the minds of ail
d who are interested in tho fortumes, or rather
r misfortunes, of the Luton Town Football Club,
- tor the past few weeks have resulted in nothing
a but disaster. In the first place, Walker was
n Injured early in the Norwich game, and was
not only useless for the rest of the match, bus
t, had to be dropped against Millwall. In this
s game, Luton carned a well-deserved point, but
. pald dearly for it, as both Potts and Moocdy
- were 80 badly injured that they could not turn
a out against the Crystal Palace. Walker,  too,
t was troubled again with his thigh, and had to
, Change places with Iiniec Brown at outside
o 1ight. In spite of this, Luton’s depleted forces
had the better of the game, but were robbed
t of the points by a cruel piece of misfortune.

- During the recond half, Brown took advan-
tage of a miskick by one of the visitors’ backs, -
and ran the ball 1ight up to the Glaziers’ goal. .
He had only Johnson to beat, and was about
to shoot into the net when he was ‘tripped.
The referee instantly awarded a' penalty, fron
which it would have been cnly poetic justice if
L.uton had scored, but to everyore’s dismay,
Bob Hawkes missed the goal altogether. Soon
afterwards Wightiman was adjudged to have

1 used 1mproper methods in clearing in front of

, Niaisby, and so the Palace were given a penalty,

t from whach Woodhousa scored. Thus the foul

s tactics of tha visitors n the first instance act-

r vally went in their favour, while Wightman’s

s offence was In no way such a bad one, as the

vigitors were not confronted with an open Zoal

i It would have been little wonder if the homue

» team had then lost heart, but they made one

5 or two gallant but ineffectus] efforts to retriave
. the situation, and before the close Johnson had

1 many an anxious moment, |

|
The best player on the Luton side ‘as
Brown. In ths first half, he was responsible.
for some sparkling runs and dangerous centres,
and when in the second half, the breakdown ot
Walker placed additional responsibilities upon
him, he rosa to the occasion as nobly as he did
in the Norwich match. Stephenson showed
some impnrovement cn his recent displays, but
he is far too prone to delay his passes, while
he is rathec weak in trapping the ball. Walker
played well until his injury asserted itself, and
even then he did cne or two good things at out-
side right. On ths left wing, Lashbrooke and
Stansfield did some good things, and there
seemed to be a good understanding between
- them. The halves were good and nothing more. |
- At back Wightman was sound until after ths
| unfortunate penalty incident, whken he: became
- rather wild 1. tackling and purposeless in gick-
 ing 'Ashton, was frequently outwitted by
. Garrett, but he showed considerable rescurce .n
. holding up men who had got the pace of him.
- He would be much more effective if he would
. tske tho ball on the volley instead of walting |
. for it to bourcce. Naisby was his old seli, and
had no chance with the penalty shot
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The Glaziers are 4 hefty lot of fellows. an
as well-balanced a team as T have seem at Lutc
this season. The star of the side is the gou]
keeper, Johnson, and hj- display on Saturds,
by no means beliod his reputation. The ior
wards ‘were not so clever gs Luton’s, as far a
midfield work and combination was concerned
but they played a forceful game and were jun
gercus in ront of goal. The backs, too, wery
steady, and far better than the Luton pair.

Bob Hawkes losing the toss, Woodhous:
kicked off in dull weather before 6,000 spec.
tators.  Fast midfield play was seen at sie
stort, both defences being safe.” ' Then the

Lvton forwards, led by Stephenson, swung the

ball about from Player to player in fine style,

but thev were repulsed, and, racing down the
wing, Gtirrett shot straight at Naisby when
- well placed. Luton now returned to the
“attack, and receiving from Bob Hawkes, Lash-
brooke almost scored with a swerving shot
which beat the gozlkeeper, but passed over the
ton corner of the met. After g somewhat sus-
telned attack by the Palace, Johnson seemed
to forl Stephenson in clearing a shot from
Stansfield, but the referee refused to give a,

peralty in spite of the confident appeal from
the -Luton players. |

Luton then swarmed round Johnson, but the

latter played magnificently, and prevented g
score. - At the other end Naisby bhad to zave
a smart header from Hewitt, Stephenson next
received the chance of o litetime, but he skied
tha ball over from three vards’ range after the
Pualace goal had escaped luckily from Walker.

Litton were now having most of the play, but
covld gain nothing but corners. When the
Palace got going again, first Garrett and then

Davies put the Luton goal in jeopardy, but

both sets of forwards were out of luck. Injuries
to Wightman and Bushell caused temporary
stoppages, and play became tame towards'the

Interval, which came with the SCOre ShEEtr
klank.

On yvesuming, Walker, who Iimped scmewhat,
changed places with Brown at outside right.
After a quiet opening’ Luten gelned a corner
tollowing a free kick, but Busheii fired over
Then came Luton’s piece of bad luck which
probably robbed them of victory. Ome of the
Palace backs missed a centve from Stansfield.

- Brown had a clear course for goal; and ran
- tha ball to within a few feet of Johnson to make
~sure of scoring. When about to shoot, he was

t,ripuped by Buh;cn;k, and to the disappaintmerlt: '
of the spectators, Bob Hawkes shot from the |

resvltant penalty about two feet wide of thei
goal. |

o4

Free kicks against the Palace for fouls novs
became’ frequent, but Johnson’s charge seemed !
cbarmed. Hughes caused Naisby to tip over
from a long drive, and the Luton goal narrowly
escaped.  From the resultant corner, Naisby !
saved grandly from Hewitt. and the Luton
backs had to indulge in long kicking to keep
the persistent Palace forwards out. = At last -
Woodhouse converted a doubtful penalty given
against Wightman. Both goals were now
visited In turn, but as in the first half. the
game degencrated into a scramble, the result
being : — 4

CRYSTAL PALACE 1, LUTON 0.
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COMMENTS ON THE PLAY AND PLAYERS.

ly kicks
‘with  vicious posh, and amother )
.‘.....‘...,.;’:......w..“i.."'l"'
(he speciators

The Luton men p|.,.-a-.n and it was nothing
huck that pre

Stansficld and
ward line, and the I ally
io roiiere the fortunce of the prme vhea be
changed placcs with Walker, who had become.
In the Tl back o Boshll s, Fred
cxoollent Wightman
wemied to have recover ing of his form
ho had a nasty shaking up onee,
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