Southern League. |

LUTON . SOUTHAMPTON.
Played at Luton on Saturday, Result —
Tinfont, e = 1 goal.
Southampton 1 goal.

Tho teams were as follow ;—
Luton — Naisby ; Wightman and Potts; T,
Hawkes, Bushell,” and R. Hawkes; Brown, Stree-
ton, Moody, Lz‘.shbrooke, and Johnson, :
Suuthampton——]inight~ Eastham and Robertson;
Klmp_!on. Denby, and f‘ric.ﬂlpine; Wilcox, Brown,
lia.ml;tou, Gibson, and Handley,
Referee, Mr, W. J. Heath (Burslem).

Tho mateh with Southampton had  been looked
forward to for two reasous—fireh, because if was
1 be tho occasion of 2 well-deserved henefit for
Fred Hawkes, and Secondly; because it was to give
Lulon an excellent opportunity of securing a
second vietory at home.  Alas, the Tates were not
propitious. Two or i

firee hours before the nratch,
heavy rain gof in and continued, nob only spoiling
tho gate but making the ground in such a state

that good football was altogether out of the ques-
tion Then Walker and Stansfield were unable to
turn out, and with Moody appearing at centre,
Luton actually had only one of the regular for.
wards (Brown) appearing in his usual place.
Considering the conditions under which the game
Wwas played, the attendance was better than might
have been expocted, three or four thousand spec-
tators puatting in an appearance. The majority of
these found accommodation in the stands, whilst of
thoso on the terraces, as many 2s could found
shelter under umbrellas, X
ith slush underfoot and rain overhead, the task
of the players was not an enviable one, but the
men stuck to their work remarkably well, and the.
game was a pretty fast one all the way through,
although the quality of the football was naturally
not of the bogt, - :
Southampton, in’winping the toss, gained some
advantage from the wind. The Luton forwards
BOOD got going, and in the first minute of the game
the left wing became prominent. Lashbrooke was
presented with a fine opportunity as the result of
a pass from Moody, but fastham just managed to
Tun in and rob him. Immedxateiy aft'erwa.rds,man
attack on the right wing was easily cleared. ¢1he
Saints then broke away, but their offort was rather
weak, ahd Wightman had no difficulty in effecting
a clearance, Not to bo outdone, howevpn the
Saints were soon roand the home goal again, and
a good shot from Gibson just sailed over the bar.
Another prettily comhined elfort was neatly spoiled J
Bv Frod Hawkes, and, as a rosult, the home for-
wards were given an opportumtx. This time 1t1
was the right wing which made itself felt, but a
centre from Brown went begging. A minufe or so
later, Lashbrooke ard Johnson made a_well-com-
bined attack, and Eisbha,m only relieved by send-
ing the ball into touc .
mﬁ‘}g zgfnde was fast, considering the nature of the
ground, and play never remained long at one engé
A good clearance by Robertson once more sef i
Saints going, and fheir attack was persistent.
tusslo between the forwards and Bushell resulted in
the latter being hurt, necessitating his retiring
behind the goal, and subsequently he had to go
off the field for thP rgsht ofs t‘het ha.lbfé& :Eut; Owgsspggg.llﬁ
i sencoe that the aints i
}rﬁ%m?xlx)cn& and the right wing forced five m}ccei
sive corners, all of which, however, proved frui
less from the point of view of goals. Bain
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the Saints, towards the close ek
bers almost as they willed. Their (’wsﬂl‘ SN
warded ahout three or four xmm}] S Defora il
whistle sounded for h.a,lf—tupg, witﬁ e
tricking Wightman, beat Naisby w. el
n forwards, upon the game
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ing the equalising goal sci o lenpe e
ate of the half, Johnso:
31’110 &r{:‘;}tl [glrmiwo over the bar from a centre by
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%aisby’ to beat, shot rather h ind Hhers wodd
ost and went behind. L
e (Qubtict Mo soring lu Bo aen
. er 1stea
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mAnllaout ten minntes after the rostart, Lu Q had
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sen b s
xt"lllld 15%2?%1‘3& it on its way towards goal, and
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: ’Fhe Saints’ attack played witl 1 eLubon s
ter this reverse, and_once more { olo RO
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wards played remarkably weil and it i isi

C I : it is surprising
: td%?t they did not add another goal. The pSa,ints’
1fﬂrence, howeﬂver, Was very sound, and nothing
| port hr L;vas skor:ed, toough just on time Streeton
et jr ar m{:k with a nice low drive, which Knight
ngtb Just prevented entering the far corner of the

A draw just about represented the i '
teams, for whiist Southampton had haq;gritﬁsclg fwtiltlg
two or three long shots, there were oceasions when
L-ator; almost forced the ball into goal. I weonder
Why it is, by the way, that the Luton forwards
are o terribly afraid of shooting! One seldom
sces a first-time shot from a Luton forward, and
yet on g day like Saturday, and especially in the
second half, it was the only policy to pay.

Of course, the Luton attack suffered badly from
the abscnce of Waiker and Stansfield. Streeton
was certainly not in his element, and Johnson
betrayed his old fault of trying to do too much with
the ball before parting with it. Lashbrooke also
suffers somewhat from the same complaint, and
under these circumsiances it was not surprising
that the Luton forward play did not provide the
spsctators with many thrilis. .

.The halves were in capital form, and the proba-
bility is-that Luton were only robbed of victory
by Bushell’s enforced retirement. Bob Hawkes
also got hurt in making one terrific shot for goal,
a Southampton player getting his foot to the ball
at the same moment, but he was speedily able to
resume. Fred Hawkes seemed to play with as
much encrgy as he did ten years ago. Potts was
the better oi the two backs, Wightman being a
trifie uncertain at times, and Naisby gave a very
good display in goal. ;

The visitors played with much more dash than
might have been expected, judging from their
lowly position on the League table, and Bastham
showed that he still knows how to play at back.
Knight, who did not have much to do in goal,
fumbled the first shot that came his way, but to-
wards the finish he made a brilliant save by fisting
out & shot that locked a scorer all the way. The
forwards and halves worked very hard, the right
wing being particularly prominent, whilst Hamil-
ton at centre forward was always ready to take a
pot-shot. ' e .

Owing to some of the clubs being engaged in
Cup-ties, there were only four other matches in the
Southern League on Saturday, and of these one—
Crystal Palace v. Plymouth—had to be stopped ten
minutes before time qwm% to bad light. The
Palace were then leading by 3 goals to 1. The
only surprise was at Northampton, where Queen’s
Park Rangers had five goals put up against them
and could only respond with one. At Swindon,

Millwall were beaten by 4 goals to 1, and at Bristol
the Rovers drew. with Wegt Ham, each side scoring
once,
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