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be in quite a contrary Dnde
mstances  Southampton's visit w
sected to produce a more than ay
or tho' Saints, s they used to

It was quite the worst Saturday experienoed
_far this senson, and what with the soaking
wain and biting wind one could only marvel at|y
fho fact that the attendance was as large as 3,000, |

Tred Howlkes was a sufferer with the Club from

18 Directors for his henefit—the second de- |
cved rQqugniﬁxon he has had from the Club|
‘during - his - meritorious playing ecarecr with ke
Biues, The player’s shave of the match was half
he gate takings, and the only consolation there| s
a8 for him was that his loss was not =o great as
the Club's, because of the fact that he was guar-|
anteed o« mininium of £60. ° For all that the
wretched day must have involved a substantial
foss for Fred, as the falling off in attendance re-
acted not only on the gate receipts, but 4lso on the
@ollection  which -the Red Cross Band generously |}
“handed over to the player's bemefit,
?1:;{ match itself was not at all-a bad one in| .
spite of the fatt that the swampy condition of the |
playing pitch was better suited to mmd-larking—|
snd in some places, even paddling—then to foot-|
ball, Naturally the play was not of a particularly | |
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“high order, but the keenness with. which the |
-players entered into the combat prevented the
game ever becoming really uninteresting, and, not-|
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nding the the sp had to
put up with in return for their afternoon’s sup-
port they seemed better pleased with the display
_ihan some others that haye been witnessed on|
_the Town ground this season. It is the miore|
_gratifying to record this because of the fact that|
“the Plues were still three short of what, at the
‘beginning of the scason at any rate, would have
ibeen regarded as full strength. With Potte back
150 defence resumed its mormal appearance, but
ihe forward line was a strange combination with
Walker and Stansfield on . the injured list, and
azither of the centre-forwards included.
-Exactly how the team was made up will be
seen from the appended list of players, who were|
ander the capable charge of Mr. W. J. Heath, of
Burslém:— i -
~ Imfon:—Naishy; Wightman and Potis; Fred
Hawkes, Bushell and R. M. Hawkes; Brown,
Streeton, Moody, Lashbrooke, and Johnson.
Southampton :—W. Knight; Eastliam and Robert-|
on;  Kimpton, Denby and  McAlpine; Wilcos,
rown, Hamilton, Gibson and Handley, - -
-~ DESCRIPTION OF THE GAME. -
. In fine weather there is no football ground in
~the South which provides such an admirable vant-
age poing for Pressmew to view and record the
ingidents of the play from as the ““crow’s-nest” on
the Luton Town ground affords, bub it is quite
another question when the rain is beating in with
_ Rurricane force. This was what happened on Sat-
urday, and if the details of the play recorded are
somewhat meagre I must urge in extenuation the.
“circumstances which prevented every member of
" 'the scribing fraternity from following the game
closely with any degree of comfort or even safety
1o his health.

As a matter of fact, there was not a great dea
$0 record in the first half—at any rate, from the
occasional glimpses T obtained of the play. Bob

 Hawkes' failure to win the toss placed the Blues
under a severe handicap in having to battle
throngh the first half against both wind and rain,
s was proved by the persistency with which bthe
wisitors controlled the game after the first quarter
of an hour. The Blues were only prominent in
attack during the opening stages when .a fine
pontre from Johnson passed clear across the goal
untouched,  Wightman sent over the bar a smash-
ang cffort from long range, and only a bit of real
‘Bad luck prevented Lashbrooke converting from 3
Fast combined run between himself and Moody.

The Blues’ front line made the mistake of try-
ing to play ocorrect football, tactics which were
hopeless under such conditions, and the first half
was nearly spent before the Southampton goal-
koeper was tested for the first time. It was
Moody who set the examiple of shooting first timo,
and that it was the paying game was evidenced
by the fact that the goalkeeper fumbled the shot
‘and almost let it hrough. At any rate, it was
the game favoured by the visitors. They let drive
gvery time they pgot anywhere near, and if Naisby
‘did not have o great deal to do it was not because
‘%he Southampton men were not shooting often.
Hamilton, in particular, did a lot of potting, but
the only two testers Naisby had came from Brown
in the first minute and McAlpine about twenty
. minutes later.

_While giving levery credit to the Southampton
men for the superiority they oxhibited. in attack
hrough their forceful combination and fast move
sments;. allowarce must be made for the difficulties

_“dnder which' the: Blues’ were Tabourtig néarky ' the
.. ‘whale of the ‘half.. Wightman had 'to'go off in
o Hhe fivet qliadter of an hour, and though he was
soon back Bushell retired ten mintutes later with
a kick ‘on the ankle, and for the rest of the half
either Moody or Johnson were operating at centre:
balf. In spite of this the home defence hehaved
_splendidly under the heavy pressure to which thej
were subjecbed. A particularly brilliant piece of
awork was a save by Fred Hawkes from Hamiltor
_within a fow yavds of the goal mouth. Tt was ¢




onderfil stop, Wi »'nuutmive of ﬂhe iy
of the Luton rxght half in defensive work. A,ng
mention must also be made of the vigilance exer-
cised by the whole defence when Southampton
gained a sequence of five cormers. All of them
were perfectly placed, and a goal might have re-
sulted from any, but nevertheless, the citadel was
kept intact.

The defence, in facﬁ held out until within five
minutes or so beforé the interval, and even then
it wus a rather unlucky failure. nghtmu.n failed
to correctly anticipate the bounce of a long kick
and let in Hamilton, who immediately took aim
with the left and found the opposite corner of the
gqn.l low down. Just before this Johnson hai
foreed through in fine style, and was unlucky to
have a hot shot turned aside for a corner, and
‘Southampton had a narrow escape of losing their |
lead within a couple of minutes. BStreeton failed
to hold :a pass from Lashbrooke, which would have
left him in' a good position, but Brown negotiated
i splendidly. It came right across just out of the
‘goalkeeper’s reach, but slid off the ground too
quick to allow of conversion, and so the half-time
score stood—

Luton 0,~8outhampton 1. -

Bushell came out when the teams resumed, and
though the ground had become a veritable mud-
pond the play immediately became as fast and ex-
citing as if the conditions had been all that could
be desired. First Johnson just missed the post
with a header from Brown's centre, and then
Wightman let Hamilton through for the visiting
centre to miss a glorious opportunity of putting his
side tolerably safe from defeat. Hamilton had
ample time to go right through, and Naisby evi-
dently thought this was his intention, for he
started out to meet him, but the centre shot
straight away, and the ball hit the upright nd
glanced outside.

The Blues were playing much more strongly
than in the first half, and only eleven minutes
had gone when they got on level terms. I was
just jotting down a lucky escape enjoyed by
the visitors through one of the backs turning aside
a smashing shot from Wightman following a corner
when a shout denoted that Luton had scored.
Lashbrooke had gone to outside left with the ball
in the course of an encounter near the touch ' ne,
and from his centre Johnzon directed the ball
goalwards, a.nd it glanced oﬂ Ea,sthams head into
the net.

It was now the turn of the vi mng defence to

mest a series of formidable attacks, and they had|.

some very anxious moments, too. Brown and
Streeton both made magnificent attempts, and

nearly broke through, and Johnson oun the left|
forced a cormer, which Lashbrooke failed to con- |
vert. Still Southampton were frequently danger-

ous when they broke away. Wileox once com- :

pletely beat Potts, and Naishy had to come out to
the cenire and give a corner, which was finely
cleared by Bushell But the narrowest escape cf
all was when Naisby shouted to Potts to leave a
Jong shot from Denby, and the back paid no heed,
but attompbed to clear, and miskicked. ’\axsbv
was coming out to meet the harmless shot, and,
taken unawares, he had to indulge in a dive which
enabled him to prevent the miskick taking effect
almost on the line. Rushed by the opposing for-
wards he could do no more than scramble the bail
out, and fortunately it fell at the feet of Potts.
whose kick was breasted by by Wilcox. There was
another near shave when the visitors' front !ne
went down with one of the finest bouts of .combina-
tion seen .during the game. Hamilton was left
clear and with a magnificent shot he hit the cross-
bar.

There were twenty minutes to go when Luton
again netted. Brown followed up the fine work
of Fred Hawkes with an accurate centre, from
which Lashbrooke easily headed through, only to
be given offside. How the Blues failed to land
the ball home again was a miracle, for the right

wing were in champion fettle, and both Bro\.n
and Streeton wene within an ace of scoring time
after time. Streeton, in particular, had hard luck
on three occasions, and Johnson also was a source
of trouble to the visiting defence. Escitement
reached a high pitch when Streeton and Brown
foreed @ scrimmage in the goal mouth. The bail
kept. bobbing backwards and forwards, but every
time the Blues had their shots obstructed. Even-
tually the goalkeeper fumbled a shot from John-
son, and had to run neéarly to the corner line
before he could clear. His kick was a weak one
and provided a good chance for Bob Hawkes, but
the greéasy ground caused him to be slow in shoot-
ing, withk the result that ore of the apposition pre-
vented him carrying out his intentions.

In the failing light of the last ten minutes the
visitors again bestirred themsclves and carried
hostilities into the home territory. Their sharp
shooting ' tactics caused some coneern, too, for
from the Press box it was quite rmpossxb\e to fol-
low the ball, and it must have been very trying
for Naisby to have shots coming slong at long
‘range. A goal bsoored under such _cireumstances
would have heen the roverse of satisfactory, buib
Tommy had his weather eye open for all comers,
and made three good saves, Luton were not able
to impose a similar test upon the visiting cus-
todian, and consequently the final result was—
Luton 1, Southampton 1.
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~ Luton 1, Southampton 1.

COMMENTS ON THE PLAY AND PLAYERS.
Whatever may be said of Luton’s previous home
achievements; no . eomplamt can be made agalmt
them for failing to win on Saturday. Under con-
ditions such as those prevailing any result was
possible, for it was obviously impossible for merit
to dssert itself. As a matter of fact, any resuib]
other than a draw could not have baen regarded
as fair to either side, and considering the experi-
mental character of the Blues front line, and the
fact that the homesters were one short for a con-
siderable period of the game it must be confessed
that Luten did well. ‘
The visitors were a very different lot to those
we have been accustomed to see in the Southamp-
ton colours. The rear division comprised Knight,
the second-choice goalkeeper, who was with the
team last year, and two old hands at back,
who are a8 great a tower of strength as ever, but
the rest of the team, with one exceptzon were
mew. The Club has paid over a thousand pounds
in transfers this year, and they have secured a
speedy and dashing lot of forwards who know how
to adapt themselwes to prevailing conditions.
This was where the Blues failed until after the

change of ends, too much clever work being at-
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temphed but one has also to bear in mind that
among ‘them there was: only: one first team ‘man
in his regular position. This was ‘Brown, for
Maody was at centre-forward, while the other
three forwards were reéserves. It is only fair t{)l
add ‘that the new formation played really brilliantly |
in the second half. Lashbrooke was not a sucCcess,

but Johnson and Streeton both shone. Streeton‘
could do nothing to begin with, but before the end

 he and Brown were a magmﬁcpnt wing. |

The defence was all the better for the return cf“
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Potts, who exhibited all his fearlessness and kick-
ing powers, while Wxghtm&ns display was a notable |
advance on recent form. It was quite appropriate.

»ﬁ'{,ﬂmt ‘Fred ' Hawkes' should Be at his, best—his ded
fensive work being remarkably fine. There 'is 16

néed to mention all mdmduahy, for tihesre was: not:
. wmkne% a,mrmg fhm aud the u:me tiime th y.
5 werd beaten was when, H{xsheil was -off)

' Luton are still only third from the Bottom of Lhe,

| League t.a,blo with 2 wins, 6 losses; & draws, 10
| gozis for, 17 against, 8 pointe. Southampton are

three above them with 10 points for 12 matches.
To-day the Blues are at Coventry, meeting the

| City team in +the. sécond round of the Saut’hern:

C"ha.nty Cup Competition,
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