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ﬂeree Fails to Satxsfy axthere sm
 Bob Hawkes Fails with Penalty Kick. |

It was recogmsed that Luton were faced with
t‘heur stiffest task of the season at Swindon on
 Saturday, but the players expressed themselves
determined fto make a bold struggle, and al-
~ though the final result did not fulfil their sanguine
~ hopes much credit is attached to the way the
~ #eam iried to upset paper form. No change was
 made from the side which went down before P1y~!
-~ _mouth Argyle, and the only absentee from Bwin-
. don was Jefferson. In his place Bolland, who'
“ played in more than half their games last seascn,l
~ was the subsbitute, so that it could not be urged
~ that they sufiered much in this respect, although
~ Bolland usually p(la,ys on the onposzi;e wing. The
~ match had been set apart as a benefit for their,
_ veteran centre-half, Ba.nmster, who confesses to
the age of 38, which is a bit old for a professional
player, and he returned to the team affer stand-
~ ang out for a fartmght through dnjury.
~ The tea.ms tm'ned out as under:—
~ Luton—Naisby; Wightman and Potts; Fred
Ha.wkes Bushell and R. Hawkes; Brown, Waiker,
. Johnson, Moody and Stansfield.
= Swmdan-—Skxller Kay and Walker, Tout, Ban«
ster and Sdto Boiland Fleming, Whea,tcroft
Bown and Lamb, |
',,Referee, Mr. W. Chadwiek, Blackburn
* Bob Hawkes won the toss and, of course, took
advautage of the wind and sun. At the com-
_ mencement of the game the Yatter was in greater
‘emdenoe than usual at this period of the year,
. but this did not affect the game for long, although
the wind was an. important factor to the end of
_the chapter. The home forwards were guickly off
the mark, and some good play on the right ended
Wéﬂﬁatcroft gettmg the ball and putting it for-
ward to Fleming. There ' was, however, a little
too much powder behind the ball, and the In@er- |
: mﬁaml ‘failed to profit from the opening. For
everal minutes the home.attack were greatly in
the pwture, but the:referee was responsible for
- much of this, for he failed to puil them up time
aft&r time when one or  the - other got offside.
Elammg was 4 particular sinner in this matter,
but for some reason the whistle holder appeared
to thmk the Swindon “star” would not place
himself in an illegal position.

Then Luton gob away through some right wing
work, and the ball was slung over to the opposite
"ﬁving., where Btansfield so bothered Tout that he
kicked the ball over the line for what should have
 been a corrvicr. But the referee pointed for a goal
kick, and from this the home players wmade a
goncerbod attack on Naisby until Bown finally
Headed the ball over the bar. It was by this time
‘evident Luton were going to hold their own, and
indeed they almogt monopolised the exchanges for
vqwbe prolonged periods, Walker was the first to
give Skiller real anxiety with a fine drive which
Skiller managed to tip over the bar. Rather to]
the surprise of the gpectators Skiller was kept
fairly busy with ehots from Walker and Moody,
and Brown also *chipped” in with a couple of
dangerous looking centres, one of which practically
Beat the home goalie, but just failed to find the
n@h the bell hitting the bar.
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b by Johnson, who, dashing clean through

anded the ball quite sway from Skiller
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ead was fully deserved, “and the players
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ge up to half-time. Just before the inter-
ver, Fleming broke through and fell in-
penalty area, with Potts in close attend-
16 spectators set up a strong appeal for a
although Fleming really appeared ‘to
over the ball. Certainly Potts did not
. However when the referce came off the
st after he was roundly hooted by the
o did not at all relish finding their pets
ab this stage. Amid the excitement sur-
 bhis incident scarcely anyone noticed that
was badly injured until Naisby, who was
86 00 the ground, was obsewed to be carrying
& Luton centre off the field in a daged condition,
8 8 miatter ‘of fact scarcely any of the Luton
iayers themselves knew anything of the mattor
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s| change that the home side were actually th
Luton were never able to recover
from this stunning series of blows. -
ing s corner kick the ball came over to.
» was standing well out, and he sent the
nto the goal mouth. Naisby attempted
er the bar, but did not quite manage
e ball hitting underneath the cross bar
down. Wightman promptly kicked it
‘ R at onge the referee gave the goal. He
1| was ly surreunded by the whole Luton feam,
s | who protested most vigorously against the decision,
r { but he would pay no heed, and with extreme diffi-
,{ culty made his way t6 the cenire of the field.
1| There will always remain the impression in the
_{minds of the Luton players that this decision
robbed them of their chance of victory in this most
| important match, and they were very sore for the
| remainder of the game, while at the finish some
{very pointed remarks were made. After the
| mabch eertainly ab least one member of the Swin-
{don team, who was in a good position to judge,
stated that the ball neves  went over the line,
| and it should not have been a goal. ;
| This equalising goal was bad enough, bul even
~worse was to follow, for within a couple of minutes.
| Wheatcroft and Fleming were observed coming
{ through the centre, and Naisby, seeing his charge
{in danger, dashed out to intercept the ball
Wheatcroft, who at the moment had command of
‘the ball, neatly tipped it to Fléming, who was run-
ning in front, and the last mentioned player easily
1—_p{a,ced it in the open net. A no ome but Naisby
_was between him and the goal it is difficult to see
bow he could be other than offside, but again the
eferee ruled against Luton, who were thus behind
“for the first time during the game. Two most
| unsatisfactory goals they were, toc, and before the
Lutonians ‘could recover from their natural indig-
| nation Bown increased the lead with a cross shot
from a pass by the oppesite wing. i
It took “some time for Luton to recover their
former superiority, but with the defence onge
‘more settling down the game becamie more even
towards the middle of the second half. The Blues,
however, could make no impression on the home
goal, and a sudden burst through by Wheateroft
ended up with the latter letting drive from long
range with a sharp shot, which found iis way
to the net via the upright and Naisby's outstretched
arm. 1f seemed hopeless now to expect Laiton to
retrieve their position, but they did not give up
brying, and a sudden attack from Fred Hawkes
led - up to their second goal.” Fred worked right
across the ground, and then tried to find the net
from an ingide-left position. His aim was faulby,
and the ball appeared likely to pass out nearer
the corner flag thaus the goal when Brown just|
managed to save it, and centring the ball Johnson
tipped it over to Walker, for the latter to score a.
good goal.. Just o time Luton made a desperate
atbempt to noteh another, and the last incidents of
nobe were a couple of corner kicks taken by Stans-
field, ‘which were with difficulty cleated. Result:

; Swindon 4, Luton 2. : i




Luten oacnpy on the
16 officials cxpressed them-

lussed to account for it. One
of sthe directors’ box was the
Southern League (Mr. W. R.
1d would not h»a,we it that Luton.
any danger of being one of the bottom
&iisphy at Swindon.
forwards gave a really fine display
alf, and even in the second, Xbepﬁ
?}te,tn minutes at the commencement,
share of the game. Bob H&wkﬁs,i
ma‘m})er ‘of the middle lina,
did finely;. atthaug}z Potts was nc%?
ugh for Bolland in a straight run.
whole team can look back with creﬁx% on
formance, the d«feat notwithstanding, for
,mde ‘the champmns g0 all the way, and the
‘rosult. was only decided by the home side gotting
'tbe benefit of the majorxty of the doubtful de-
cisions.

Swindon are a fine team, although judging from
'Sa.turdays display Walker i not quste so effective
a8 last season. Kay is probably better than be-
fom, so that equalises matters, Skiller did won-
derfully well in goal, and he had some work to do.
Lamb and Bown were ‘the better wing, but Bol-
fand’s pace is very eﬁ’ectwe at times, and he must
be the fastest winger in tho League. Flewing is
a W:mr artiste, bhut he ham played mom ﬂmahed
games than Saturday’s, '




	Swindon A LR
	Swindon A LR2
	Swindon A LR3
	Swindon A LR4

