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| wards ended in Tattersall sending in a shot

by Webster. Stansfield, however, came down
the wing again, and following his centre,

LUTON v. WATFORD.

Played at Luton on Christmas Day. Result:

Tnton 8 -af o0 e o 1 goal.
Weattordr 20 0 s 1 g‘g:l.

The local rivalry that exists 'hetween Luton
and Watford, and furthermore the fact that the
match has for the last two years been arranged
to take place between these teams at Luton
on Christmas Day, has always ensured a good
gate, and this year was no exception to the
rule, there being about eight thousand specta-
tors present to witness the contest,

The teams were as follow:—

Luton—Naisby; Wightman and Potts; T.
Hawlkes; Bushell, and R Hawkes; Stephenson,
Walker, Shepherd, Moody, and Stansfield.

Wa,tford—WebSter; Lockett and Stewart;
Gregory, Grimsdell. and Blythe; Tattersall,
Gregory, Dlxon,' Whits, and Squires.
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Owing to the unfortunate accident to John-
son in the match with Northampton on Satur-
day, Shepherd was again introduced.in the
centre-forward position, and singularly enough,
‘he too was injured in the second half and had
ever, is not, it is believed, of 4 VEry serious
nature.. He was injured in the first half,' and
on two subsequent; oceasions .the.knce that was
Injured gave way, until he had to be carried off
as stated. He played a fairly good game in
‘the centre, but he lacks judgment. - An addi-
tional change was made in the forward line,
Stephenson being played at outside-right in-
stead of Brown. The change, however, was
disappointing.  Stephenson has played some
brilliant games in the reserve team lately. in
this position, but on Monday hs seemed to have
no confidence in himself. He oceasionally put
in some good work, but on the whole he was
weak. In the reserve team he has shown won-
derful speed and oleverness in taking the ball
down the field, but in this match he rarely
showed any inclination to do this. The first
half of the game. was very fast and interesting,
but in the second Luton were somewhat handi-
oapped with ‘only four forwards, whilst the

-} o' be carried off the field. The injury, how-

' Warford team fell away considerably. Never-

theless. Luton had more than their share of the
game in the second half, and had it not been
for the brilliant display of Webster in goal,
they would have undoubtedly won by a large
margin. ; :
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To deal with the game in detail. Watford
won the toss, and gained the advantage of the
wind. The visitors were soon prominent, and
some pretty combination amongst their for-

which gave Naisby considerable difficulty in
saving A few minutes later the right wing
was presented with another fine opportunity,
but Tattersall shot hastily, with the result that
the ball went y%rds wide. -

Luton eventually got away, and it was
curious that the first time they got within
shooting distance they should have scored, and
that within about five minutes from the com-
mencement of the game. The goal kick conse-
quent upon Tattersall's weak effort, set Stans-
field going on the wing, and cleverly beating
the back, he neatly passed to Moody, who beat
Webster with a magnificent cross shot, thus
registering the first goal of the match for
Tmton., The ball had scarcely been centred
when Luton were away again, and a good shot
from Bob Hawles wag saved in capital fashion

Moody got in a shot which missed by inches
only. I'rom the goal kiok Wiatford gained
little advantage, and Stansfield obtaining pos-
gossion, once more took the ball down the wing
and centred, Thig time however, Moody, who
rec{:ivod the ball, missed badly, shooting yards
widla, '
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b Watford, however, eventually. suceeeded in
> | forcing play. in the Luton half, where some
| | clever  combination amongst their forwards
1| ended in Squires sending in a fine shot almost
5 | from the touch-line, Naisby only just managed
| to tip the ball over the bar. The consequent
corner proved of no avail, and Stephenson
| getting away on the Luton right wing, finished
- | & fine run by sending in a good centre which
travelled right across {he goal-mouth to Stans-
field, who took a first-timo shot. Unfortunate-
| Ly, however, the ball struck a back and glanced
| behind for ‘a corner. But for the ball hitéing
s | the back, a goal would have been certain, as
| the ball was travelling towards the net at the
|| end farthest away from the goalkeeper. From
| the corner kick, which was well placed, Bushell

sent in a shot. Webster was, however, all
y | there, and had no difficulty in effectively cloar-
[ ng.  From this clearance the Watford left
WINg was given an oppartunity, and with
» | Wightman well beaten, there was no alternative
for Naisby but to run out. The venture proved
most suceessful, and he practically took the
{ ball off the toe of the inside-left, White.
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The next thing of note was a clever piece of
combination on the right wing . between
Stephenson and Walker, which ended in
Shepherd geiting in a good shot after he had
beaten the back. Waebster was prepared for
the shot, however, and brought off a fine save.
It was in this attempt to score that Shepherd
injured his knee and had to be attended by the
trainer. After a few minutes, however, he was
able fo take his place again. He never really
played the same, the knee giving way occa-
| sionally.
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About this time Watford brightened up won-
derfully, and after some minutes’ pressing,
during which time Naisby made some brilliant
saves, White scored with a fine shot from a
centre by Tattersall. There was no possible
chance for Naisby to save the shot, as White
was standing Tight in when he shot. The
Luton players appealed for offside, but the
referee would not listen to their arguinents
and awarded \V:}&tford a;goa.l, i

Shortly altar this another stoppage was occa-
sioned by Shepherd’s knee giving way again.
He was quickly able to resume, however, and
the Luton forwards pressed hard. Followin ga
centre by Stansfield, Walker got his head to
the ball. A goal seemed almost certain, but
the custodian very luckily saved. At the other
end a smart attack on the part of the Wiatford
forwards necessitated Naisby leaving his
charge. After beating several men by boune-
ing the ball. ho suceecded in clearing. The
interval came with both teams having scored
one goal.
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The second half opened somewhat sensation-
ally. Stephenson got away on the Luton right
wing and sent in a good cenfre, which was
taken by Walker, who lost no time in shooting.
In attempting to save, Webster fell, and before
he could recover he was surrounded by Luton
forwards. The custodian maintained his hold
of the ball, and a general ‘“mix-up?’ ensued.
In the meantime the crowd at the back of the
goal, in their eagerness to see what was hap-
pening, pressed so heavily on the fence thut
“the porfion immediately behind the goal gave
way and let a considerable number of specta-
tors into the field. Many of them fell into the
goal-net and had some difficulty in disen-
tangling themselves. To return to the play,
however.  The referee eventually awarded
Watford a free kicl, and the situation was thus
gaved. Luton continued to have the better of
the exchanges, and a good shot from Stansfield
was cleverly saved by Webster. Play, how-
. ever, soon setbled down in midfield, and the
Watford forwards making nobhaaadway, the |

aton front string once more became promi-
%énft ~ Stansfield neatly passod back to Bob
Hawlkes upon being tackled by two men, and
' Bob lost no time in shooting. The shot was a
. ono,and thoroughly deserved to,score, but
it was a trifle too high and just sailed over the
‘bar, . Immediately afterwards Webster only
just managed to get to a shot from Stephenson,
which he saved at the expense of a corner,
from which, however, nothing maberialised.
ho outdone, I’uhom ‘again came along, |
% tford goal had an almost miracu-~

~ Luton were prossing saverel

~ ot hard, l*ml tho  back, in
to return the ba 1 at & vollev, only
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‘partially got in his k«xck -and- the ba,ll Hew @ff
‘*hIS foot straight into. the hands of Websier.

Another a.ttack on the Watford goal ended in
Shepherd again getting injured, this time so.
badly that he ha« to be carried off ’E@ field.

His absence naturally handicapped thé Femain-
ing Luton forwards, but the ho"ne side more
than held their own and subjected the Wat-_

ford goal to many sharp attaokfa

'lowards the close, however, the ‘Watforé i r-;
wards, With some “clever ' combinatiéh, | spe-
ceeded -in forcing play mto the - Lu@qg Thalf,
‘where they gained a co rer. 'The kick, how
ever, was badly laced ~and Luton easily
_cl-ea,uyi Althoucrh fro'n now until the end -Qf
the gameo Luton were on the aggressive, they
’[fa,lled to score, a,nd the game en«ded m a, drﬂagw\

of’ one goal each AR e
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